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Our community
is a special place

Airline merger would reduce
competition, increase prices

There’s a lot going right
in Manhattan and at

Kansas State University,
and folks elsewhere are
noticing.

It’s been a week now
since K-State students
learned they were among
the happiest college stu-
dents in America as deter-
mined by the Princeton
Review. The news was
good but not astonishing;
after all, given the acade-
mics, the location, the ath-
letics and Call Hall ice
cream — there are plenty
of reasons to be happy. 

Still, the recognition
adds yet another reason to
be happy. According to the
results of Princeton
Review’s 80-question stu-
dent survey, K-State
ranked No. 2 for great
campus-community rela-
tions, No. 5 for student sat-
isfaction, No. 7 for best
quality of life, and highly
in several other cate-
gories.

Area residents barely
had time to digest the
Princeton Review’s praise
before Forbes magazine
and Business Insider
found plenty to like about
the Little Apple and K-
State. As a story in
Tuesday’s Mercury noted,
Manhattan placed third in
the nation in Forbes’ list
of best small places in
America for business and
careers.  Forbes acknowl-
edged KSU students’ role
in helping to shape the
city’s culture, which was
appropriate. Forbes also
was impressed with the
education offered in
Manhattan and the city’s
job growth and potential.

As for Business Insider,
which draws data from the
Princeton Review, it
ranked K-State the 18th
best college campus in
America. It’s worth noting
that K-State is the only Big
12 Conference university
and the only Kansas insti-
tution of higher education
to make the list. Forbes
did, however, include both
Lawrence (No. 17) and
Topeka (No. 71) on its list
as well as several other
Big 12 Conference cities.

Clearly, word about this
community’s assets is get-
ting around. They’re being
brought to the attention of
businesses looking for
places with good quality of
life in which to expand as
well as high school seniors
and their parents looking
for outstanding — and
affordable — educations.
Those are audiences all
communities clamor for.

Our community is not
without problems or con-
cerns. Among them are
diminishing state funding
of higher education and
rising property taxes. But
those problems are hardly
unique to Manhattan and
KSU; they afflict cities,
towns and universities
across America.

These recent rankings
don’t make Manhattan any
better than it was a year or
a month ago. Nevertheless,
the rankings are timely
reminders for residents
who get caught up in daily
hassles that we really do
live in a special place
filled with permanent resi-
dents and students who
want to make it even more
livable.

Back to bear claws… Islamic radicals in the rebel-held Syrian
city of Aleppo issued a fatwa banning croissants. Seems the radi-
cals are convinced the croissants’ crescent shape involves a secret
celebration of the West’s victories over Muslims.
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In a federal lawsuit filed
Tuesday, the Justice Depart-

ment makes a strong and convinc-
ing case for why the proposed
merger of American Airlines and
US Airways should be blocked
under antitrust laws.

The deal would create the
world’s largest airline, reduce
competition and undoubtedly
lead to higher fares and fewer
flights.

The two airlines have more
than 1,000 overlapping domestic
routes and together control a
large majority of the traffic at
important airports like Dallas-
Fort Worth International and
Ronald Reagan National near
Washington. The Justice Depart-
ment estimates that consumers
would pay hundreds of millions
of dollars more in fares and fees
if the airlines were allowed to
merge.

The airlines have argued that
the deal would allow them to
compete more effectively against
United and Delta, which have
come to dominate the industry
after merging with other airlines
in recent years. But American
and US Airways have it back-
ward.

Those earlier mergers are pre-
cisely the reason this consolida-
tion is a problem. Fares and fees
have increased across the indus-
try and especially on routes

where mergers reduced competi-
tion in the last five years. Since
2008, Delta merged with
Northwest, United combined with
Continental and Southwest took
over AirTran. Allowing another
merger would concentrate power
in four big carriers, down from
five.

Mergers have also increased
the dominance of the big carriers
in their hub airports. Not surpris-
ingly, the attorneys general of
Arizona, Florida, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and
the District of Columbia — most
of which have airports with a
large number of American or US
Airways flights — have joined in
the Justice Department lawsuit,
knowing the merger would hurt
consumers in their states. At
Reagan National, for instance,
the combined airline would con-
trol 69 percent of all takeoff and
landing slots.

US Airways has been an aggres-
sive discounter on routes where it
only offers connecting service to
attract business away from carri-
ers with nonstop service. That
would change if it joined with
American.

Recent mergers have made air-
lines bigger and more profitable
but have left travelers with fewer
choices and higher fares. There is
little regulators can do to reverse
those trends, but they can make
sure the competition that still
exists is not further weakened.
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High national rankings spread the good word

Restore auditorium
to its original splendor
To the Editor:

The Manhattan Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 1786 was one
of the organizations that provi-
ded planning and leadership in
the building of Peace Memorial
Auditorium following World War
II.

It was built for more than 2,000
Riley County veterans and 101
who died for our country. Some
of the relatives of the 101 who
died still reside here, and they
do not want this memorial to
their loved ones destroyed and
replaced by offices.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 1786 fully supports the
Board of Historic Resources and
its unanimous recommendation
to take a second look at other
options before we destroy
something we cannot replace.

We are not opposed to new
offices for the Manhattan Parks
and Recreation Department, but
not in Peace Memorial Auditor-
ium. Peace Memorial Auditor-
ium should be restored to its
original splendor and updated
with modern amenities for
future generations to enjoy.

With some new and innovative
ideas by city staff and architects,
an addition to City Hall can be
the solution. The mayor and city
staff have suggested that a
location at City Hall would allow
them to provide better service,
reduce staff and be centrally
located. We think that is a good
idea. There is space around the
current building to follow their
recommendation, and also
preserve and restore Peace
Memorial Auditorium. This is a
“win-win” solution for everyone
concerned. Just do it.

Thank you for the opportunity
to be heard on a historical

subject dear to the hearts and
minds of many in Manhattan and
Riley County.

Greg Penfield
Vice commander, VFW

214 Fourth St.

KCC should say no
to Westar rate increase
To the Editor:

Westar Energy has asked the
Kansas Corporation Commission
for a raise. Why? After reading
area business news, I saw an
article on Westar. How greedy
they all must be.

I need my 9 cents on the dollar.
Taxes in Pottawatomie County
have risen. And I just wonder
why we little guys can’t be
spared another hike.

Darla Hanks
P.O. Box 28

Westmoreland

Letters to the Editor

Holder right to tackle sentencing

Hasan’s victims died in combat

!2013 Los Angeles Times

With an eye toward reducing
what even many conserva-

tives concede is excessive incar-
ceration of minor drug offenders,
Attorney General Eric H. Holder
Jr. announced Monday that feder-
al prosecutors would be directed
to file charges in a way that would
spare many defendants from
mandatory minimum sentences.

That policy is a sound and com-
passionate response to the fact
that too many people are being
imprisoned for too long, by state
and federal governments alike,
because of a war on drugs that
has been prosecuted not wisely
but too well.

In a speech to the American
Bar Association, Holder said that
henceforth, “low-level, nonvio-
lent drug offenders who have no
ties to large-scale organizations,
gangs or cartels will no longer be
charged with offenses that
impose draconian mandatory
minimum sentences.”

One way to accomplish that is

for prosecutors to omit from drug-
trafficking indictments the spe-
cific quantities of drugs found in
the defendants’ possession.
Holder also told the ABA that he
would instruct federal prosecu-
tors to be more selective in
asserting jurisdiction in drug
cases, and that the federal prison
system would expedite the “com-
passionate release” of elderly,
nonviolent inmates.

In the 1980s, after the cocaine
overdose of basketball star Len
Bias, Congress enacted mandato-
ry minimum sentences for drug
offenses that take discretion
away from federal judges and
limit the ability of the U.S.
Sentencing Commission to adopt
more lenient guidelines.
Mandatory minimums also, as
Holder said in his speech, “often-
times generate unfairly long sen-
tences (and) breed disrespect for
the system.” Incarceration for
drug offenses also has devastated
many minority communities,
breaking up families and depriv-
ing children of their fathers.

Ideally, Congress would revisit
the issue of mandatory mini-
mums, and not just for drug
crimes. In 1994, it did enact a
“safety valve” law that instructs
judges to disregard mandatory
minimums if a drug defendant
has little or no criminal history
and meets several other exacting
conditions.

As Holder noted in his speech,
legislation recently introduced in
Congress would provide addition-
al leeway for judges and would
”ultimately save our country bil-
lions of dollars while keeping us
safe.”

The attorney general said he
and President Obama would
work with Congress to advance
such proposals, but he was right
to act in the absence of congres-
sional action.

If members of Congress resent
Holder’s exercise of prosecutori-
al discretion to restore a sense of
proportion to drug prosecutions,
they can reassert their authority
by accomplishing the same objec-
tive through legislation.

!2013 Dallas Morning News

Nidal Hasan’s horrific shoot-
ing rampage at Fort Hood

deserves every bit of the scruti-
ny it has received, especially
here in Texas. The Morning
News has helped, revealing
details that have helped every-
one put the events of Nov. 5,
2009, into some context.

One point of pride was
naming “The Heroes of Fort
Hood” as our 2009 Texans of
the Year. This included the
13 killed and 32 wounded by
Hasan as well as the thou-
sands of others who served
at the world’s largest mili-
tary base.

One was Sgt. 1st Class
Karl Pasco, who had survived
two roadside bombings in Iraq
by 2009 and returned to Fort
Hood. The bombings left him
with two Purple Hearts, two
Bronze Stars and an intense
desire to fight on. He obviously
deserves his medals and all the
care the Army can provide. He
served his country with bravery,
honor and distinction.

So did those killed or wound-
ed by Maj. Nidal Hasan.

The difference is that no one
questioned whether Pasco’s

injuries were combat-related.
The same should be said of
Hasan’s carnage. Any common-
sense reading of Nov. 5, 2009,
would tell you that.

An undistinguished Army psy-
chiatrist, he also was an Islamic
extremist who took public posi-
tions sympathetic to America’s
enemies. He communicated with

Anwar al-Awlaki, an al-Qaeda
leader in Yemen. He planned
his attack at Fort Hood with
meticulous detail. He shouted
“Allahu Akbar!” before shooting
fellow American soldiers, aim-
ing to kill as many as he could
before police brought him down,
alive but paralyzed.

All of this was known soon
enough. Yet the Department of
Defense and the Army declared
the brave men and women he
shot were victims of workplace
violence, not terrorism. This is a

distinction with a critical differ-
ence: Because their injuries are
not judged combat-related,
these soldiers and their families
are denied many benefits and
avenues of treatment a Sgt.
Pasco might have received.

Members of Congress from
both parties have implored
Defense and the Army to recon-

sider. Carter also has tried
to right this wrong through
legislation. Victims have
banded together to sue the
government, as retired Staff
Sgt. Shawn Manning recent-
ly detailed in the Morning
News.

Hasan, on trial for his life,
does not disagree. Hasan
has admitted the shootings

and explained his motivation:
kill as many Americans as possi-
ble before they could go to
Afghanistan and fight the Tal-
iban. The Army psychiatrist was
gone; he had become an enemy
combatant.

That he fired his fatal shots on
a base in Texas instead of some-
where in the Middle East should
be immaterial. He was in com-
bat, as were his victims. This is
not how the U.S. government
should treat men and women
sworn to protect us.

“Hasan has admitted
the shootings and explained 
his motivation: kill as many

Americans as possible before they
could go to Afghanistan”


