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Federal government
tolerant to a fault

Manning case raises profile
of transgender individuals

When states began
decriminalizing mari-

juana, one of the big ques-
tions — to growers, smok-
ers, state authorities and
law enforcement — was
how the federal govern-
ment would react.

The feds could have
quashed the movement to
approve medical marijua-
na use, which was the ini-
tial breakthrough, and the
more recent and even
more tolerant approval of
recreational use by adults.
Just two states, Colorado
and Washington, allow
adults to use marijuana
recreationally, but 18
states allow marijuana for
medicinal uses, and that
number appears certain to
grow.

The federal government
sounded tough at first,
warning of crackdowns.
Just two years ago, the
Justice Department said
drug agents would not tol-
erate large-scale or com-
mercial marijuana busi-
nesses and began to shut
down growers and dispen-
saries.

That all changed last
week, when U.S. Attorney
General Eric Holder Jr.
indicated that the Justice
Department would not
interfere further in states
that allow commercial pot
sales as long as sales are
strictly regulated. What
would continue to attract
federal involvement would
be marijuana use by
minors and drivers and
control of the trade by
gangs or cartels.

Arguably, the federal
government’s action does
little more than reflect the
growing tolerance of mari-
juana use in this country.
Almost half of all

Americans and a strong
majority of people under
age 30 support legalization
of marijuana. From a lib-
ertarian standpoint, legal-
ization makes sense. But
that presumes that respon-
sible use would accompa-
ny the freedom to smoke
marijuana, and history
suggests otherwise. The
reality is that marijuana
harms users’ health and is
subject to abuse, and some
of the costs of dealing with
that won’t likely be borne
solely by the users but by
society at large.

Paul Chabot, president
of Coalition for a Drug
Free California, waxed
shrill in declaring,
“America will never recov-
er,” but there is validity in
his concerns about
increasing youth drug use,
addiction and crime and
the loss of community val-
ues.

What also is troubling
about the Justice
Department’s policy
change last week is that it
all but ignores federal
marijuana laws. Picking
which laws to enforce and
which to wink at can only
diminish respect for the
law, for the Justice
Department and the
Obama administration as a
whole.

If the administration
really thinks states that
allow marijuana use are
on the right track, a better
approach would be for the
White House to support
federal medicinal marijua-
na laws or conditional
recreational use or both.

But swearing to uphold
federal laws and then
wishing them away as a
matter of policy is irre-
sponsible.

Surely you’ve heard of glamping… It’s the trendy name for glam-
orous camping, and a New York City is pushing the experience for
a mere $2,000 a night. Patrons who opt for it at New York’s AKA
Central Park Hotel will sleep under the stars in a queen bed  on
the terrace of the hotel’s penthouse. It’s not quite Yellowstone, but
at least there are no bears.
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In July, Army Pfc. Bradley
Manning, who had passed clas-

sified information to WikiLeaks,
was convicted of violating the
Espionage Act.

When sentenced in August to 35
years in prison, he issued a state-
ment that had nothing to do with
the sentence or the crime but that
nevertheless caught the country’s
attention.

“As I transition into this next
phase of my life, I want everyone
to know the real me,” the state-
ment read. “I am Chelsea
Manning. I am female.”

With those words, Manning
positioned the national spotlight
onto the nation’s transgender
community, the oft-forgotten “T”
in ”LGBT” (lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender) and what
remains one of America’s most
marginalized groups, even as the
country makes significant strides
in recognizing the rights of gay
and lesbian citizens.

According to the Williams
Institute, there are approximate-
ly 700,000 transgender individuals
in the United States, but this sta-
tistic is unlikely to capture the
full number of people who have
expressed an incongruity

between the gender they feel and
the gender they were born.

Transgender people are still
ostracized and stigmatized. They
can be refused crucial medical
treatments without sufficient jus-
tification, and they (like gays) are
not protected by federal law from
discrimination in the workplace.

The situation for transgender
people in the military is especial-
ly fraught. While the repeal of
“don’t ask, don’t tell” has allowed
gays and lesbians to serve openly
in uniform, that is not the case for
transgender individuals, who are
typically discharged if they ex-
press their identities.

The military also relies on an
antiquated understanding of
what it means to be transgender
and, at Fort Leavenworth, where
Manning is likely to be incarcer-
ated, will not provide the hor-
mone therapy doctors may recom-
mend for individuals with gender
dysphoria.

As public understanding
evolves, logistical questions and
complications will arise, espe-
cially as more transgender peo-
ple come out of the shadows.
Shifts in tolerance invariably
take time. But the bottom line
isn’t complicated: All Americans
are entitled to live in dignity.
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Repeal marijuana laws or enforce them

City should either preserve
memorial or build another
To the Editor:

The city auditorium, stage and
balcony were built by this
community to honor the 101
Riley County servicemen who
died in World War II and about
2,000 other county veterans who
survived. The facility was named
Peace Memorial Auditorium in
their honor.

The lead organizations in
planning and promoting the
Peace Memorial Auditorium
back in 1946 to 1955 were the
VFW (the Veterans of Foreign
Wars), the Riley County
Historical Society, Daughters of
Veterans, the American Legion,
Spanish American War Veterans
and others that wanted to honor
our veterans.  The auditorium
was a great tribute to the city of
Manhattan. 

However, that was 50 years ago,
and the building has not been
maintained to the level needed
to be remembered either as a
living memorial or an active
auditorium.

Times have changed. We now
have air-conditioning, advanced
lighting systems, sound systems
and other technology that the
Peace Memorial does not have
and whose absence makes the
auditorium virtually undesi-
rable and unusable.

As a veteran of a foreign war
and the son of a World War II
veteran, I am disappointed that
the Peace Memorial was let go
for so long and now is nothing
more to the city than wasted
space. It gets used only a few
hours a year. I can see why the
city wants to tear the heart out of
it to make office space.

Before the facility — the only
memorial we have to honor
World War II veterans — is torn
down, I challenge the city to do

the honorable thing and build a
new memorial that correctly
gives tribute to the veterans who
fought for this country’s freedom.
This way, veterans like Jim
Sharp, who fought in the Battle
of the Bulge and took part in
turning the war in our favor, will
not be disrespected when they
walk into City Hall.

The only thing the City of
Manhattan has for the settlers
and veterans is a plaque that’s 2
feet wide and 3 feet tall. The
people who gave their lives to
settle this land and defend it are
remembered only by a plaque.
Junction City has done a
wonderful job honoring vets with
its city park and the Washington
Street roundabout. We should
follow Junction City’s lead.

Our efforts are supported by
the board of the Historical
Preservation Society.

Again, I challenge the city to
do the right thing and either
preserve the present memorial
or build a memorial that pays
proper tribute to those who gave
so much for Riley County and
this great country.

Greg Penfield
Sr. Vice Commander

VFW Post 1786
212 Fourth St.

Letters to the Editor

Congress debates case for force
2013 N.Y. Times

President Barack Obama made
the right decision to seek con-

gressional authorization for his
announced plan for unilateral
military strikes against Syria for
using chemical weapons.

There has to be a vigorous and
honest public debate on the use
of military force, which could
have huge consequences even if
it is limited in scope and dura-
tion.

If he is to win congression-
al backing, Obama and his
top aides will have to
explain in greater detail
than they have so far why
they are so confident that
the kind of military strikes
that administration officials
have described would deter
President Bashar Assad of
Syria from gassing his people
again (American officials have
said more than 1,400 were killed
Aug. 21) rather than provoke him
to unleash even greater atroci-
ties.

They will also have to explain
how they can keep the United
States from becoming mired in
the Syrian civil war — something
Obama, for sound reasons, has
long resisted — and how military
action will advance the cause of
a political settlement: the only
rational solution to the war.

There is little doubt that
Obama wants to take military
action. As Secretary of State
John Kerry said Sunday of

Obama, “He believes we need to
move. He’s made his decision.
Now it’s up to the Congress of the
United States to join him in
affirming the international norm
with respect to enforcement
against the use of chemical
weapons.”

Today, the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee was sched-
uled hear testimony from Kerry,
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
and Gen. Martin Dempsey, the

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

On Monday, Obama won tenta-
tive support from Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., who has been
pushing for even broader mili-
tary action and arming the
rebels. McCain said congression-
al rejection of military action
would be “catastrophic” and
would undermine the credibility
of the president and the United
States.

It is unfortunate that Obama,
who has been thoughtful and
cautious about putting the
United States into the Syrian
conflict, has created a political
situation in which his credibility

could be challenged. He did that
by publicly declaring that the use
of chemical weapons would cross
a red line that would result in an
American response.

Regardless, the president
should have long ago put in
place, with our allies and part-
ners, a plan for international
action — starting with tough
sanctions — if Assad used chemi-
cal weapons. It is alarming that
Obama did not.

Meanwhile, the U.N.
Security Council, which has
the responsibility to uphold
treaties outlawing chemical
weapons use, has failed to
act in any way after the
August attack. That’s largely
because of the opposition of
Russia, who is Assad’s chief
ally and arms supplier, and
China. It is appalling that

Russia and China have not been
the focus of international outrage
and pressure.

The Arab League, represent-
ing some of the world’s most anti-
Assad governments, on Sunday
toughened its previous position
when it called on the United
Nations and the international
community to take “necessary
measures” against Syria’s gov-
ernment.

But, feckless as ever, the
League did not specify what mea-
sures it supported and, on
Monday, the league’s secretary-
general said there should be no
military action without a green
light from the United Nations.

“... the president should have
long ago put in place,

with our allies and partners,
a plan for international action —
starting with tough sanctions... ”


