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What constitutes a 
proper war memorial? 



Before the Civil War memorials generally glorified military leaders. 

After the Civil War memorials glorified leaders and added tributes to the 
common soldier. 

After World War I memorials began a trend toward “practical expressions.” 

After World War II memorials symbolized the principles for which the war 
was fought and the majority served the people’s good. 



“Living memorials” to war dead serve a 
useful purpose.  Only a small number of 
World War II memorials were of the 
traditional kind.  The majority were practical 
projects such as auditoriums, parks, civic 
centers, hospitals, teen-age canteens, 
swimming pools, libraries or other similar 
projects.  













Veterans Foreign Wars 
American Legion 

Spanish War Veterans 
and their Auxiliaries 

Riley County Historical Society 
Daughters Union Veterans 



October 24, 1946 
Newspaper Editorial 

It’s Up To Voters 

The report made Tuesday night by the Peace Memorial committee 
to the organizations which created it was a revelation of civic 
enterprise.  Since last winter, this committee, headed by G.A. 
Filinger, has spent an unbelievable amount of time and energy 
studying the problems of a memorial building—gathering facts 
about what this community needs, what it can get for how much 
money, what other cities have found satisfactory or unsatisfactory. 

The members ultimately drew up their recommendations, and 
presented them to the city commissioners, which resulted in the 
memorial auditorium bond issue being placed on the November 
fifth ballot. 



These citizens have devoted their spare time for the better part 
of a year to this problem—not because their names will be 
engraved on a cornerstone, not because of any selfish gains 
which the proposed peace memorial might bring them.  They 
have given their time and work because they are vitally 
interested in the welfare of Manhattan, and because they fell 
that the need for a civic building is a crucial one. 

They have carried the ball up to now.  It is the voters of 
Manhattan who, a week from Tuesday, can carry it over the goal 
line. 



The reference was to a memorial 

auditorium 

because the auditorium and its stage 

constituted the heart of the project. 









In 1946 

3,636 voted YES 

2,024 voted NO. 

The proposition carried by a majority of 1,612. 



Manhattan’s population was 

11,136 in 1940 

and 19,056 in 1950. 



Newspaper article 
November 6, 1946 

Bond Issues for County Hospital and 
Peace Memorial Both Get Big Majorities 

Paul Chappell, Legion post commander, said he 
was “extremely pleased” that citizens had 
favored a “living memorial” for the World War II 
heroes, and expressed appreciation for the 
enthusiastic support of the project by the voters.  



Where should our Memorial Auditorium be built? 

The Manhattan Mercury reported on January 11, 
1948 that the League of Women Voters suggests 
the block from Eleventh to Twelfth on the south side 
of Poyntz. 

Others suggest building the Memorial Auditorium in 
a variety of places, including near Woodrow Wilson 
School and in City Park. 



From the Mayor’s Auditorium Committee Report 
September 6, 1949 

Committee Members: 
George Filinger – Riley County Historical Society 
John Toburen – United Spanish War Veterans 
Mrs. Margaret Hopkins & 
Mrs. E. Lee Smith – Daughters of the Union Veterans 
Andy Geffert & 
R.A. Babb – Veterans of Foreign Wars 
J.E. Hayes & 
Melvin Dodd – American Legion 
Harvey Langford & 
A. Thornton Edwards – Board of Education 



Committee Members, continued 

L.R. Quinlan & 
Blake Wareham – Planning Commission 
W.W. Hofsess & 
Bob Irvine – Recreation Commission 
Harry Trubey – Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Sam Charleson & 
Hal E. Harlan – City Commissioners 
A.L. Hjort – Secretary 







Who will decide where the auditorium will be built?  
Would it be the mayor’s auditorium committee, a vote 
of the people, or the City Commission? 

City Attorney Hal Harlan weighed in:  the committee 
doesn’t have the power to determine the auditorium 
site.  For that matter if the commission decided to put 
the question up to the voters, they still wouldn’t be 
bound by the results of the referendum. 

“However, the commission probably would abide by 
the results of the referendum.”  



Some people favored placing the memorial auditorium 
in City Park in order to hold down costs. 

Others cited the wisdom of the early settlers in their 
efforts to retain as much open space as possible in the 
Park. 





Newspaper Article 
2-15-1950 
Manhattan’s Auditorium Site Is A Hot Topic 
“This memorial, “ said Clyde Powell, “is for the boy I 
lost and for many others lost in the war.  I don’t think 
there’s any place on earth too good to put it.  The 
memorial is not a business proposition and I think 
we could put up a beautiful building in the park  I am 
not so much interested in where the site is but in 
getting started.  The longer we put it off, the more 
heated the discussion will be.” 

[Article found in City Clerk’s scrapbook] 



The election to determine if the memorial auditorium 
was to be in City Park or not was held on 

April 10, 1950. 

The people voted that Memorial Auditorium would 
NOT be built in City Park. 

The City Commission listened to 
the will of the people. 



December 15, 1953 
The bids came in about $75,000 

higher than the estimate. 

January, 1954 
Construction began. 

April, 1954 
Voters approved an $75,000 bond issue 

to completely fund the project. 



City offices moved in June 15, 1955. 
The formal open house would wait until fall. 

First City Commission meeting in new building 
June 23, 1955 

The building was dedicated 
September 26, 1955. 



Newspaper article 
September 27, 1955 
In Monday Ceremony 
City’s Auditorium Officially Dedicated by 
Mayor Harwood 

          “I accept this building for the city, and dedicate 
it in honor of the pioneers and the men and women 
who gave their lives in the service of our country.” 

[Article found in City Clerk’s scrapbook] 









The Manhattan Mercury 
June 16, 1955 
IN OUR OPINION 

Excerpt: 
“……….And there is, of course, the consideration of having at last 
an auditorium—actually the original reason for voting municipal 
building funds in the first place. 
             One glance should serve to convince almost anybody 
that our new auditorium facilities are of the type to accommodate 
the widest range of community activities.  Through the years it 
assuredly will ‘pay for itself’ time and time again on the basis of 
being the scene of many cultural, recreational and other type 
gatherings. 
………..Manhattanites are justifiably a proud lot.  By reason of 
being a college town and because of notable recognition our city 
has had on numerous occasions, much is expected of Manhattan. 
             Our new auditorium-city hall fits into that pride and 
expectation  admirably.” 

[Article found in City Clerk’s scrapbook] 



Newspaper article 
6-30-1955 
Excerpt: 
City Sets Rental Rates for Auditorium 
          Rental charges for use of Manhattan’s new 
Peace Memorial Auditorium and of certain 
facilities in the municipal building were set by 
ordinance adopted by the City Commission. 
          The charges are based on a 
comprehensive survey of similar sized and 
equipped auditoriums in other cities of 
Manhattan’s population.  The are listed here for 
easy reference.... 
[Found in City Clerk’s scrapbook] 



Newspaper article 
September 26, 1956 
Architect’s Prize to City Hall 

A short article reveals that in September of 1956 the 
Kansas Chapter of the American Institute of Architects 
presented an award to City Hall in the governmental 
building category.  Awards were presented to Mayor 
Charles Arthur who represented the City as owner, to 
Mont Green, Jr., the contractor, and to F.O. Wolfenbarger 
& Associates, the architect. 



The AIA citation lauding the auditorium: 

“A difficult multipurpose program which has been 
amply solved by clearly defining the division of 
elements and functions.  The building is carefully 
designed, situated well on the site, and related well 
to the parking.  The character of the building is good 
and expresses the dignity required of a municipal 
building.” 

[City Clerk’s scrapbook] 




