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Rezoning
Thurston Street

The future of coal for Ohio
and also for the nation

The City
Commission’s brief
debate and subse-

quent passage Tuesday of
a proposed rezoning in the
1000 block of Thurston is
interesting far beyond the
case itself.

Commissioners had been
asked to rezone two lots in
that block from two-family
residential with tradition-
al neighborhood overlay to
multiple-family residen-
tial with multi-family
redevelopment overlay.
The idea was to permit the
applicants to construct a
multi-plex unit.

The Urban Area
Planning Board, which
reviewed the request,
rejected it  on the grounds
that it violated the land
use plan. That plan, which
was approved in 2003, is in
the process of being
revised, but the revisions
are not expected to be
finalized for up to two
years, and when they are,
of course, there is no guar-
antee what changes, if any,
they will include to the
zoning of the area in ques-
tion.

So, planners have effec-
tively said, approval of the
request now would at least
force the coming plan to
conform to the commis-
sion’s Tuesday decision,
and at worst would lock
the area into long-term
non-conformance.

Those are utterly reason-
able arguments, so why
did the four-person major-
ity override the planners
and support the change
Tuesday?

In a sentence, they did
so because the existing
plan is already out of
touch with reality and
does in fact need to be
changed. That the commis-
sion all but forced the
change seems undeniable;
that they did so deliber-
ately also seems pretty
clear.

The structural character
of the area’s housing sup-

ply is largely that of the
single-family home. But
that character is mislead-
ing. Records show that the
vast majority of the struc-
tures in that area — an
area, by the way, that
already includes a 15-plex
— are not owner-occupied.
Many, in fact, show sepa-
rate entrances, suggesting
that their interiors have
been subdivided to facili-
tate use by more than one
living group. 

In short, as commission-
ers recognized, the area
already as a practical mat-
ter has become multi-fami-
ly residential. They also
rightfully concluded that
there was nothing to be
gained by denying the
rezoning request at this
stage if they were likely to
approve it a year or two
from now when the new
plan is released … as they
should.

This of course presumes
that the new plan alters
the area’s zoning. If it does
not, however, then it is the
plan that will be out of
touch with reality. 

This raises one other
concern about the pending
plan. Although the deci-
sion remains subject to
change, it is at present
being drawn under the
assumption that it will gov-
ern growth and develop-
ment here for 20 years. Yet
the current plan, which
was also drawn to be
applicable for 20 years, is
being updated because it
is already plainly outdat-
ed. Does it really make
sense to commit the city of
2033 to a growth vision
constrained by a 2013
knowledge and experience
base? What, in the interim,
may happen to KSU and/or
Fort Riley to markedly
alter the factors a long-
range plan is designed to
control. The question is
unanswerable, a fact
which in and of itself sug-
gests the wisdom of a more
term-limited plan.

For the kid who has everything — and take us seriously on that
qualifier — Hermes of Beverly Hills is now offering a brand new
basketball. It’s deep blue, not that plebian brown you’re so tired of.
It’s also crafted of hand-stitched calfskin leather, and is designed
to pair beautifully with the ultra-stylish Birkin bag sold at the
firm’s new 12,500 square foot boutique. You can have it for a mere
$12,900...but hurry because only two have actually been made.
How’d you like to be  the kid caught bouncing that in the driveway?
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The city forces the planners

World War II vets say they
want auditorium preserved
To The Editor:

The WW II Veterans of
Meadowlark Hills would like to
go on record in support of
renovating and modernizing
Peace Memorial Auditorium, its
stage and balcony— instead of
using it for government offices.

Peace Memorial Auditorium,

(commonly called City Hall) was
built in 1955 in honor of our
Riley County comrades- in- arms,
101 of whom lost their lives in
WW II. We proudly stand and
speak up for all 101 them. Some
of their loved ones still reside in
this area—we should not be
opening up old wounds by
tearing out the heart of this
Memorial Auditorium. This
community should Restore it,

not Destroy it!
When Peace Memorial

Auditorium is restored to its
original beauty, all of us old WW
II Veterans will be honored and
delighted come to the 60~
Anniversary Birthday Party— in
201511 I

This letter was signed by John
Blythe and 16 other World War II

Veterans living at  Meadowlark
Hills, 2121 Meadowlark Rd.

Letters to the Editor

Why we report on suicides

Allow big airlines to merge

Bill Felber
Executive Editor

Of all the items that periodi-
cally cross an editor’s desk, eas-
ily the most contentious to deal
with — and the ones I will be
most happy to be shed of
responsibility for when I turn
this office over — are suicides.

There’s nothing new in that.
More than a quarter century
ago, when I was relatively new
to this job, a long-time acquain-
tance and his children walked
in to see me. Their wife and
mother had driven up to the
north end of Tuttle Creek Lake,
parked her car and killed her-
self. What followed was a sub-
stantial amount of high-volume
shouting, pleading and threat-
ening, all of it aimed at getting
us to not tell you that the cause
of death was self-inflicted.

The question has reasserted
its profile with a few recent sui-
cides of people who had some
visibility in the community,
although as far as I’m concerned
that fact is irrelevant to the
underlying question. You may
have asked it yourself. Why do
we identify suicides? If a family
or friend wishes that news not to
be known, who are we to go
against their wishes?

I know this question gets
asked of others — the police,
funeral homes, other news
media outlets including some
newspapers — because I’ve
talked to all of them. Some, can-
didly have bowed to the more
conciliatory approach demand-

ed of them. From those
demands arise euphemisms.
The death was “not suspicious,”
the cause is “not fully deter-
mined,” that sort of thing. The
public treatment of a suicide
becomes something very much
akin to an open secret. You read
the stories containing various
winks and nods, all of them
strongly suggesting that the
writer knows something you’re
supposed to pick up without the
word itself being uttered. And
that’s somehow supposed to
make things right. 

I’m not trying to be unsympa-
thetic here, but I don’t buy it.
Two reasons, fundamentally.

The first is that media, includ-
ing but not only newspapers,
operate on the basis of an
implied contract with readers,
listeners or viewers. These are
the terms of the contract: You
give us 75 cents ($1.50 on week-
ends) and we’ll tell you every-
thing we know that’s going on.
Not everything that somebody
else is willing to let us tell you,
not everything that might not
hurt anybody’s feelings, not every-
thing that won’t prompt somebody
to complain, but everything we
know. That may come across as
cold, but I don’t know how intel-
lectually you can take any other
position without violating terms
of the implied contract.

The second reason is my pro-
fessional view, based on long
and ongoing reading of pub-
lished studies, that sunshine
remains the best disinfectant.
There have been a number of

studies over the years, often by
consortiums of journalism and
mental health organizations,
and they have agreed that the
problem of suicide is not com-
bated by pretending that it
doesn’t happen.

Certainly there are guidelines
to how one covers suicides, and
we try to follow them. We try to
be frank, straightforward, and
we avoid details as to method
along with sensationalist
aspects. The latter is often a
point of contention: I’ve been
told on plenty of occasions that
we “just wrote it up to make
headlines so we can sell news-
papers.” To this assertion I
point out that we have a rule
that suicide reports are not run
on the front page. The excep-
tions are so rare as to be obvi-
ous: If a fellow drives the wrong
way down I-70 in a deliberate
effort to kill himself, and in the
process kills somebody else, or
if an accused rapist kills him-
self, then yes, those stories are
going to find their way to A1. But
such instances have been the
rare, rare exceptions.

Here’s the bottom line as I see
it. Suicide is a problem. I’ve
never known a problem that can
be dealt with by pretending it
didn’t happen. That doesn’t
mean your glorify it, that doesn’t
mean you sensationalize the
aspects of it. It does mean you
deal with it frankly and in an
adult fashion. That’s what we’ve
done, and my hope would be
that’s what this newspaper will
continue to do.

The Martins Ferry, W. Va.  Times Leader

Ohio University Eastern
played host to a hearing that
focused on the future of the
Ohio Valley. The subject matter
was coal, and the negative
impact the Environmental
Protection Agency and
President Obama have deliv-
ered on that industry. ...

Dozens of Ohio coal-burning
facilities have been forced out
of business in recent years.
Several hundred have met the
same fate throughout the
nation.

Much of the demise is directly
attributed to the suffocating
restrictions imposed by the

EPA, supported by Obama’s
“War on Coal.” ...

The loss of well-paying jobs
that coal provides is a painful
pill to swallow. It is made even
more bitter when realizing that
less coal means much higher
electricity rates. ...

Industry officials and sup-
porters need to continue their
passionate pleas with the hope
that they will reach friendly
political ears, reversing coal’s
downward spiral.

Coal is a no-brainer solution
to many of our nation’s prob-
lems. Unfortunately, Obama and
the EPA do not have the sense to
realize that.

The Providence (R.I.) Journal

We understand the rationale of
the federal government and six
states seeking to stop the merger
of American Airlines and US
Airways because of fears that it
would reduce competition and
drive up prices. The merger
would leave four airlines control-
ling more than 80 percent of the
U.S. market. And consider that at
an important airport such as
Reagan National, 70 percent of
the flights would be those of the
new entity!

But the action could also end
up with the unintended conse-
quence of driving American
Airlines and US Airways out of
business. It’s not for nothing that
U.S. regulators have approved
three other big airline mergers in
the past five years. The industry,
until recently, has been under
great financial stress. The market
power of the new merged airlines,
higher fares and the relentless
creation of new fees have kept
this essential public utility in the

air.
To prevent American/US Air

from merging could cause more
trouble for travelers than it’s
worth.

American and US Airways are
now suing to get around the gov-
ernment’s action. They might well
win, especially since the govern-
ment has approved some of their
competitors’ mergers. Unfair?

Meanwhile, the issue raises the
question of whether the airline
deregulation that started in the
late ‘70s should be at least partly
reversed to ensure that non-hub
airports (such as T.F. Green
Airport) have reliable service
and to provide more order to
what are the near-chaos and
unpredictability of U.S. airline
pricing and scheduling now.

Indeed, the unregulated mar-
ket, while nice for a while
because it encouraged fare cuts,
has become increasingly prob-
lematic. It has made things a lot
more difficult for individual trav-
elers and businesses, whatever
the costs savings on some flights

(savings that seem to be disap-
pearing these days anyway, amid
high fuel costs, fare increases and
ever more ingenious fees). It
takes more and more time to nav-
igate the ever-changing air-travel
labyrinth. Time is money.

In travel and elsewhere,
Americans could use some sooth-
ing simplification.

Policy makers would also do
well to consider letting foreign
carriers offer flights within the
U.S. to help plug service holes
and provide targeted competition
where needed. U.S. airlines, after
all, already have lots of interna-
tional deals with foreign carriers,
which are barred from offering
flights between U.S. cities. The
Europeans have the same sort of
rules. The proposed Trans-
Atlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership, a sort of North-
American-European Union
common market (a great way to
boost our common economies
and promote our many shared
cultural values), would provide
a good environment for this.


