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March, 2007 A Letter from our President, 
Judine Mecseri 

Judine 

   Harry Edwards once said, “We 
must teach our children to 
dream with their eyes open.” 
     One of the best ways to teach 
is to lead by exam-
ple.  The Manhattan/
Riley County Preser-
vation Alliance does 
just that when we 
look at a building in 
its neglected state 
and see its potential 
grandness and stat-
ure. 
   Several commu-
nity members would 
call us “dreamers.” 
AND they would be 
right! 
   Our “dreamers” 
once took a look at a 
neglected Union Pa-
cific Depot and saw 
the potential to 
bring it back to a building that 
would once again create life- 
long memories for the public. 
   As a bride and groom cele-
brate their new union or an 80 
year old celebrates a birthday in 

the newly restored Depot—the 
building once again creates his-
tory and nostalgia. 
   The Depot has won a Preser-

vation award from the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects and is 
now being considered for a state 
and national award for Preser-
vation. 
   These Manhattan “dreamers” 

have brought recognition that 
help make our Little Apple 
shine. 
   Now the “dreamers” have 

bought and placed 
the endangered, ne-
glected house at 617 
Colorado on the  
Register of Historic  
Kansas Places.  It is 
now being consid-
ered for placement 
on the National Reg-
ister of Historic 
Places. 
     As we dream 
with our eyes open 
we can envision 617 
Colorado as a  grand 
Bed and Breakfast, 
where guests will 
return home with 
life-long memories 
and remember Man-

hattan with fondness. 
   Now with the lesson in place, 
imagine what our children will 
dream with their eyes open! 
 

 

Courtesy of Bruce McMillan AIA Architects and the City of Manhattan 
Photography by Douglas Kahn            

A Dream Realized 

Hello everyone— 
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Become a member of the 
Manhattan/Riley County Preservation Alliance, Inc. 

  

 Annual dues are usually paid in September.    Membership Levels 

 Members who paid early as a part of the special   $15 +    Student 

 spring 2006 membership drive will remain in    $35  +   Maintenance 

 good standing until September, 2007.     $100 +  Historical 

                 $250 +  Preservation 

           $500 +  Landmark 

      Please make your check payable to the M/RCPA.     

      Mail to P.O. Box 1893, Manhattan, KS  66505 -1893. 

     Name ____________________________________  Address ____________________________________________ 

      Print your name as you wish it to appear in the newsletter __________________________________ 

      Please provide your e-mail address to receive the newsletter via the Internet  ___________________ 

      I Prefer to receive the newsletter through the postal service (circle one)              YES          NO 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Terms ending in September, 2007                   
Kathy Dzewaltowski 
Elizabeth Harmon 
Pat O’Brien 
Mary Don Peterson 
Barbara Poresky 
Debbie Saroff 
 
Terms ending in September, 2008 
Meghan Dowdy 
Fran Ellis 
Linda Glasgow 
Bonnie Lynn-Sherow 
Judine Mecseri 
Terri Vipond 
Dixie West 
 
Terms ending in September, 2009 
Barbara Anderson 
Gary Ellis 
Michael Mecseri 
Marina Pecar-Krstic 

  

M/RCPA Officers & 
Board of Directors 
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Judine Mecseri—President 
Debbie Saroff—Vice President 
Meghan Dowdy—Secretary 
Barbara Poresky—Treasurer 

McPherson County News Alert  

   Riley Countians have long en-
tertained a fondness for our 
neighboring community of 
Lindsborg with its distinctive 
Swedish heritage as presented 
by McPherson County’s Old 
Mill Museum. 
   The McPherson County Com-
mission will soon decide 
whether to transfer the Old Mill 
Museum property to the City of 
Lindsborg for sale to a private 
investor who wishes to develop 
a Little Sweden theme park. 
   The staff of the Old Mill Mu-
seum believes the County 

should retain ownership and 
that the facility should remain a 
history museum concerned with 
the preservation of the county’s 
heritage through its collections 
and historic buildings. 
   If you would like more infor-
mation or would like to express 
your opinion on the theme park 
proposal, you can reach the 
McPherson County Commission 
through the county administra-
tor, Rick  Witte, at P.O. Box 676 
McPherson, Kansas  620-241-
8 1 4 9  o r  b y  e m a i l  a t 
rwitte@mcphersoncountyks.us. 

 

 

M/RCPA Board Meeting 

Thursday, March 8th, 7:00 p.m. 

Manhattan’s U.P. Depot 

 

State Preservation Conference 

May 10th—12th 

Dodge City, Kansas 
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2006—2007 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
 

DUES ARE NORMALLY PAID AT THE ANNUAL MEETING IN SEPTEMBER BUT MEMBERS MAY JOIN 
 AT ANY TIME DURING THE YEAR.  CONTACT US AT info@preservemanhattan.org OR AT 

 P.O. BOX 1893, MANHATTAN, KANSAS  66505 FOR DETAILS. 
 

$15+ Student Level – Charlene Brownson, Hal Dace, Meghan Dowdy, Elizabeth Harmon, 
Sally Lee. 
 
 
$35+ Maintenance Level — Ruth Abbott, Barbara Anderson, Phil & Dawn Anderson,    
Richard & Sylvia Beeman, Mel & Jan Borst, Marolyn Caldwell, D. Cheryl Collins, Ken-
neth & Margaret Conrow, Clark & Nancy Danner, Lelah Duskin, Alice Edmunds, Endacott 
Lighting, Mary Ann Fleming, Bernd & Enell Foerster, Jane Gibson, Rod Harms & Stephanie 
Rolley, Corina Hugo, Jean Hulbert, Lance & Melanie Klein, Vladimir Krstic & Marina Pe-
car-Krstic, Steve Lee & Nancy Raleigh, Criss Mayfield, Michael & Judine Mecseri, Elaine 
Mohr, Bill Pallett, Jeanne Jaccard Parker, Mary Don Peterson, Lawrence & Mary H. Pol-
lack, Gerald & Martha Powell, Lauren Ritterbush & Family, Tom & Karen Roberts, Rich-
ard & Kimberly Smith, K Taylor, Terri Vipond, Cheryl Walters, Kate Watson, Patricia & 
Ray Weisenburger, Randall Weiser, Edna Williams, Stuart & Nancy B. Williams, Judy Wil-
lingham, Pat Zarger.  
 
 
$100+ Historical Level— Mimi Balderson, Bowman Bowman Novick, Inc., Forrest Chumley 
& Barbara Valent, Commerce Bank , David & Kathy Dzewaltowski, Fran Ellis, Gary & Paula 
Ellis, Rev. H. Wayne & Beverly Fink, Chuck & Charlotte Herr, Marjorie Heyne, Pat & Rita 
Keating, Gene Laughlin, Marilyn McCord, John & Karen McCulloh, Bruce McMillan AIA 
Architects P.A., Brian & Jayme Morris-Hardeman, Deb Nuss,  Patricia O’Brien, Tom Phillips 
& Deb Doubek-Phillips, Virginia M. Quiring, John & Barbara Rees, John Reese, Christopher 
E. Renner, William & Donna Schenck-Hamlin, Suzanne Siepl-Coates & Gary Coates, Bruce 
& Leslie Snead, George & Julie Strecker, Meri Werner, Van & Barbara Withee. 
 
 
$250+ Preservation Level— Hal & Phyllis Broadie, Larry & Linda Glasgow, Jean Bigbee 
Hill, Mr. & Mrs. Perry C. Peine, Barbara Poresky, Verlyn Richards, Steve & Deborah 
Saroff, James Sherow & Bonnie Lynn-Sherow, Steve & Whitney Short, Chuck & Marsha 
Tannehill, Jerry & Linda Weis, Ron & Dixie West. 
 
 
$500+ Landmark Level—Burke & Margery Bayer, Gwyn & Gina Riffel. 
 
 
Preservation Award Recipients/Honorary Members— Jeffery & Pamela Alger, Anderson 
Knight Architects, Sheryl Ballard, Scott & Christie Cady, John & Jessica Callagy, Dean 
& Verlla Coughenour, Roy & Sue Crenshaw, Danker Roofing, Inc., Ron Dechant, Dean 
Denner & Cia Verschelden, Downtown Manhattan Inc., Calvin Emig, Gene Ernst, Todd 
Fulmer, Kent Glasscock, Kiley & Andrew Hamor, Donald & Kathleen Heon, Hittle Land-
scape Architects, Rodney & Susan Hummel, Kansas State Historical Society, Kail Katzen-
meier, Mark Krohn, City of Manhattan, McCullough Development, Jan Miller, Daniel & 
Terry Mulhern, Timothy Nelson, The Palace, Dean Donald Rathbone, Gary Stowe & Sons, 
Rob & Mary Satterlee, Wayne Sloan, Mark Taussig.   
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Do you recognize this “princely mansion?” 

   According to the Industrialist, a 
publication of Kansas State Ag-
ricultural College, in an article 
dated October 1, 1904, “work 
has commenced on President 
Nichols’ new residence near the 
east entrance to the City Park.  
The building will be one of the 
finest in Manhattan.  The lower 
story will be of range stone and 
the upper of lumber.  The main 
floor will have five large rooms, 
a reception hall with stairway, 
rear stairs, pantry, ice closet, 
etc., and the second floor six 
large bed-rooms and a bath-
room.  The basement will be 
concreted and contain the hot-
water heating plant, several coal 
bins, a laundry room and a wa-
ter-closet.  The large east and 

west porches will be of a heavy 
modern colonial style, with 
broad stone steps and floored 
with hexagonal tiling.  The well-
known Tull Building Co., of 
Manhattan, are the contractors.” 
   The Manhattan Nationalist re-
ported on March 3, 1905, that 
“the shop used by carpenters in 
the construction of Pres. Nich-
ols’ residence was entered last 
night and some paint stolen.  
Then the miscreants proceeded 
to paint ‘05’ on the stone work 
of the new house.  They broke 
into the house and left several 
windows open but did no other 
damage.  The removal of the 
paint from the stone can hardly 
fail to leave marks.  It is not 
known who the offenders are 

nor whether they belong to the 
class of ‘05 or used that figure as 
a blind. They should be severely 
dealt with.” 
   An Industrialist article dated 
March 11, 1905, reported on the 
progress of the building.  
“Another month will complete 
the interior, though the leveling 
of the yard, the bluegrass, 
bushes and evergreens will re-
quire the whole of the spring 
season.  The building is roomy 
and well arranged, modern in 
every respect, and will be one of 
the very finest and most sub-
stantial dwellings in central 
Kansas.” 
   The March 25, 1905, Industrial-
ist reported that the cement 
walks had been built and the 

Courtesy of the Riley County Historical Society, ca. 1904—1908 
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evergreens and shade trees had 
been planted during the week. 
   On April 8, 1905, the Industrial-
ist reported that President and 
Mrs. Nichols had moved into 
their new house, “East Park-
gate,” at 1031 Leavenworth. 
   The Manhattan Mercury re-
ported on Octo-
ber 4, 1905, that 
“Pres. And Mrs. 
E.R. Nichols 
gave a brilliant 
reception at East 
Parkgate last 
Thursday eve-
ning for the re-
gents and mem-
bers of the college faculty.  One 
hundred and twenty-five invita-
tions were issued and nearly all 
were accepted.” 
   In the 1908 tax year 1031 
Leavenworth was still owned by 
President Nichols but in the 
1909 tax year it was owned by 
William Aye.  It appears that 
four vacant lots owned by the 
Aye family on the north side of 
the corner of Leavenworth and 
Eleventh Street were sold or ex-
changed in some way with the 
Nichols’ family’s five lots (with 
house and barn) located on the 
south side of Leavenworth and 
Eleventh.  
  The Manhattan Nationalist 
Semi-Centennial Edition of June 
16, 1910, reported that “one of 
Manhattan’s wealthiest citizens 
is Wm. Mitchell Aye, who lives 
in a princely mansion at the 
west end of Leavenworth Street, 
facing the city park.  This was 

formerly the home of President 
Nichols, of K.S.A.C.” 
      “During the twenty years 
Mr. Aye has lived here he has 
been busy with the management 
of the immense ranch lands 
owned jointly by himself and his 
brother, M.C. Aye, of Marion, 

Ohio.  At the pre-
sent time they 
own 7,640 broad 
acres of land, ly-
ing in one body 
six miles long 
and averaging 
two miles wide.  
This vast body of 
Kansas soil is lo-

cated on the head waters of 
Deep Creek and three branches 
of the McDowell Creek, ten 
miles southeast of Manhattan.     
Mr. Aye is a director in the Man-
hattan State 
Bank, a director 
of the Manhat-
tan Chautauqua, 
and is regarded 
as one of our 
foremost citi-
zens.” 
      (The Aye 
R a n c h  w a s 
owned in recent 
years by A.B. Hudson of Maple 
Hill.  The ranch became some-
thing of a tourist attraction 
when camels were introduced in 
1990 for brush control.  The 
10,000 acre ranch has since been 
sold to conservationists Bob and 
Gail Foote, although Mr. Hud-
son has retained the right to 
lease the property for wind 

power development.) 
   The barn associated with the 
residence on Leavenworth was 
designed by Henry B. Winter.    
“Its harmonious appearance, 
with the same general style of 
architecture as the house, has 
been frequently commented 
upon.  It is the finest barn in the 
city.”  (Manhattan Nationalist 
Semi-Centennial Edition, 1910) 
   The barn is now part of the 
apartment complex located to 
the east of the historic Nichols-
Aye House. 
   In 1915 1031 Leavenworth was 
acquired by the Sigma Nu Fra-
ternity.  In 1922 the house, pic-
tured in the Royal Purple, 
looked much as it had in earlier 
times.  In 1923’s Royal Purple 
the house’s appearance was sig-
nificantly altered, with an ex-

panded third 
floor with a large 
dormer facing 
west. The house 
burned in 1933  
causing the frater-
nity to move to 
rented quarters at 
1221 Thurston.  In 
1937 the fraternity 
built a new chap-

ter house at 513 Sunset, moving 
in for the fall semester of 1938. 
   1031 Leavenworth was recon-
figured yet again after the fire.  
The trees, planted so long ago, 
have grown very tall, providing 
extensive shade during the sum-
mer months.  The historic house 
once again serves as a private 
residence. 

House & Barn 
Nationalist Semi-Centennial Edition, 1910 

Barn 
Nationalist Semi-Centennial Edition, 1910 
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   M/RCPA 

   P.O. Box 1893 

   Manhattan, KS 

   66505-1893 

M/RCPA Underwriters 
     The Preservation Alliance appreciates the generosity of the  underwriters who help to defray the costs of 

producing and mailing our newsletter.   

Contact us at P.O. Box 1893, Manhattan, Kansas  66505-1893 or at info@preservemanhattan.org. 
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