
	  



	  

The Pillsbury Viaduct was built in 1937, and torn down in 1996.  
The Preservation Alliance suggests that the bridge piers be 
maintained as they are.  
	  



	  

The Goodnow Park Cabin was built in 1938 and is a two-story limestone structure 
located in Goodnow Park.  In the past, the cabin had been used by the Boy Scouts and 
for other activities.  At some point, the cabin was no longer used for any purposes and 
was allowed to deteriorate to the point that the city wanted to demolish it in the late 
1980s. 



	  

An overgrown sidewalk, 4th and Yuma 
In 1894, J.M.T. Howell gave estimates on laying brick sidewalks in the town. 
In 1910, a brick works factory opened on the south side of the Kansas River Bridge 
along Mount Prospect (K-Hill), and property owners on Poyntz circulated a petition to 
pave Poyntz. 
The Preservation Alliance suggests that brick streets and sidewalks should be 
maintained. When they are repaired, the street department should make repairs in like, 
not contrasting materials.  
 



	  

326 Laramie Street, a singular scale (a single house) adjacent to a larger scale (the 
strip mall concept) 
 
Phillipena Strasser built a New England style limestone house in 1874, located at 326 
Laramie Street.  The house is currently the oldest house in Ward 2 of the City of 
Manhattan. The developer has suggested moving the house from its original location. 
If moved, the building loses its historic status. The Preservation Alliance recommends 
retaining the building in its original location. 
	  



	  

The pedestrian route abruptly stops at 3rd and Bluemont. 
The Preservation Alliance recommends that future development be 
pedestrian friendly. 
	  



	  

The Sophia Jarbeaux House 
 
Mrs. Sophia Jarbeaux was reported building a stone dwelling 14x16 and costing about 
$500. (Manhattan Nationalist, 7/21/1871:3) This home was built at 400 Bluemont by 
Mrs. Jarbeaux in 1871. This small stone house has a N-S axis with a small wooden 
addition on the east side which was erected in the 20th century.  The Preservation 
Alliance fears that this house and the two others at the intersection of 4th and Bluemont 
will be demolished to construct the roundabout. 
 



	  

The National Trust for Historic Preservation defines demolition by neglect as the 
“process of allowing a building to deteriorate to the point where demolition is necessary 
to protect public health and safety.”  The Preservation Alliance believes Manhattan 
needs a city demolition by neglect ordinance that could be a proactive tool in halting 
neglect. 



	  

The Power Plant presents a rather imposing facade to the campus. An appropriation of 
$150,000 in 1927 and an additional $165,000 in 1928 enabled the college to erect and 
equip the facility illustrated for the generation of light, heat and power. The pseudo 
Gothic design of native limestone was erected to reflect the architectural character of 
the recently completed north wing of Farrell Library. Unfortunately, the west facade 
facing 17th Street was never completed. Several additions for cooling systems have 
been added during the past ten years. This building has made the news recently for its 
mechanical problems, connected with a decrease in funding for university 
maintenance throughout Kansas’ schools. 
	  



	  

With the recent rezoning of Manhattan, large areas have been opened up to 
developers who have carte blanche to do whatever they would like. If 
developments do not fit the zoning regulations, then developers devise PUDs 
that can override the current zoning rules. As a result, Manhattan is seeing 
large, out-of-scale structures that do not blend in with the streetscapes of 
existing neighborhoods.  
 
	  



	  

In 1927, the City of Manhattan established a program to plant, protect and maintain trees along its “public 
parkings.” In that same year, the appointment of the first City Forester, was followed by the creation of the City 
Tree Department. Under this new department, “weed” and “poorly shaped” trees were removed:  “It was necessary 
that trees be trimmed away from utility wires and wires restrung so that there would be a minimum of interference 
between the two. This required close coordination and planning between the tree department and the utility 
companies” (March 7 1955 Tree report, Riley Co.	  Historical Society, page 1). 
More frequently we are seeing the city’s historic trees mangled by pruning for utilities or cut down to make way for 
power lines. The Preservation Alliance believes that there should be an agreement that the City Forester works with 
utility companies. There should also be meetings with neighborhood associations to discuss any planned trimming 
work before it begins. 
 
 


