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The KSAC Radio Towers Turn 100

T he KSAC radio towers
near Nichols Hall on the
southern edge of campus
turn 100 years old this year.
Erected in the fall of 1924,
the two 140-ft. towers have
long been iconic features of
Kansas State University’s
(KSU) skyline and played a
significant role in KSU’s
early radio days.

KSU’s involvement with
radio dates back almost a
quarter of a century earlier
than the construction of the
two towers. In his book History of the
Kansas State College of Agriculture and Applied
Science, Julius Terrass Willard described college ef-
forts with radio in 1901 as “tentative and interrupted,”
and then in 1912 under the provisions of the Radio Act
of 1912, the physics department obtained a license for
a radio station known as “9YV.” The physics depart-
ment began regular daily broadcasts of weather fore-
casts in Morse code. Farmers and others with crystal
detector sets knew Morse code well enough to make
use of the forecasts. It’s believed these weather reports
occurring on a fixed schedule were the first of their
kind in the U. S. (Willard, 291).

During World War I, the station was ordered to be
dismantled, but lab work continued, and the physics
department trained men who were in the Army’s signal
corps. In 1919 after the war had ended, the station was
allowed to become active again, and daily weather
broadcasts resumed (Willard, 291).

In 1921, Prof. Eric R. Lyon joined the physics
department and was put in charge of 9YV. Lyon had
experience with commercial wireless telegraphy, and
he’d taught in the U. S. Naval Radio School at Harvard
University. Under Lyon’s leadership, 9YV was con-
verted to a 100-watt radio telephone station known as
“WTG,” and the first spoken and musical broadcasts
from the college were transmitted via WTG (Willard,
292).

Radio technology was rapidly improving in the

The KSAC radio towers.

1920s, and college staff
wanted to take advantage
of the advancements but
lacked the funds to up-
grade equipment. Lyon’s
solution was to use the
existing powerful station
KFKB at Milford, KS, as a
trial for college program-
ming, with broadcasts by
remote control through a
telephone line from Man-
hattan (Willard, 292).

KFKB was owned by

“Doc” John R. Brinkley,

whose medical training was ques-
tionable and who was infamously known as the “goat
gland doctor.” He developed the notion that trans-
planting goat testicles into men would cure male impo-
tence as well as a variety of other ailments. Brinkley
saw the potential radio offered to spread the word
about his goat gland treatments, and he acquired the
license for KFKB, which operated at 5,000 watts of
power (“KFKB,” “John R. Brinkley”).

To cover the costs for the telephone tolls for the
remote-control broadcasts with KFKB, Lyon, Samuel
Pickard, Extension Editor, and Louis Williams, who
would later be Extension Director, each contributed
$50. Pickard would go on to have an extensive career
in radio, including serving on the board of the Federal
Radio Commission and serving as a vice president at
the Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS). The three
men saw the potential that radio offered to bring col-
lege programs to a wider audience (Buchanan et al.).
With the start of these broadcasts via KFKB, the pro-
gramming shifted from being a function of the physics
department to the responsibility of the Division of
College Extension, as K-State Research and Extension
was known at the time (“KSAC sets high standards™).

The programming, known as “The College of the
Air,” had its first broadcast on KFKB on Feb. 11, 1924.
Described as primarily agricultural courses, content
was broadcast for one hour each night. On Mondays
(continued on p. 2)
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the topic was poultry; Tuesdays’ focus was dairy and
livestock; Wednesdays featured crops, truck farming,
and soil; Thursdays’ topic was agricultural economics;
and Fridays’ focus was home economics. The courses
were broadcast for ten weeks. Listeners were encour-
aged to register, and at the end of the ten weeks, they
could take an exam, which would entitle them to a
“certificate of graduation.” Hundreds of listeners from
nearly every state and also Canada registered (Willard,
292).

Kansas State Pres. William Jardine was a proponent
of using radio for educational purposes. Jardine saw
that radio could greatly impact farm life by providing
agricultural education to millions of Americans. At the
time, only about 150,000 students were enrolled in
agricultural colleges across the country, but 39 million
people lived on farms. Radio would provide the means
to disseminate the college’s extensive agricultural
knowledge and help farm families feel less isolated
(“K.S.A.C. gives”).

“The College of the Air” programming proved to be
exceedingly popular. The Division of College Ex-
tension was showered with thousands of glowing letters
from listeners. In several communities, businessmen
who owned quality radios organized classes, and
people would gather around the businessmen’s radios
to take notes on the information shared about crops,
livestock, and farm management presented by college
experts. Registered listeners could also request to be
mailed printed copies of the lectures (“Radio extends
campus”’). At the end of the ten weeks of programming,
approximately 3,000 registered listeners were sched-
uled to take the exam and earn the certificate of grad-
uation (“To graduate 3,000”).

The success of “The College of the Air” provided
Jardine and Harry Umberger, dean of the Division of
College Extension, with the leverage to effectively con-
vince the State Board of Administration to appropriate
funds for a college radio station. In May 1924, $20,000
was appropriated for the station and associated equip-
ment, and by July 1924, the Western Electric Com-

Above, the Grover C. Cobb memorial beneath the north tower.

Right, the
KSAC
radio
towers.

; RN
pany, which had been awarded the contract for the
radio equipment, had begun its installation. The studio
would be located on the third floor of Nichols Gym
(today’s Nichols Hall) (“Open radio bids”).

Prof. C. H. Scholer, head of the applied mechanics
department, designed the two steel towers with the
plan that his design would be passed along to a private
company for manufacturing (“To begin on college
radio”). The towers, which are 140 ft. in height, were
built by the U. S. Wind Engine and Pump Company of
Batavia, IL, which manufactured and sold windmills
(Small). Erected to the west of Nichols Gym, the two
towers are approximately 300 ft. apart and were built
to withstand 90-mph winds (“Open radio bids”). The
towers are four-sided, open metal-framed structures
that originally supported a flat-top antenna, and a
number of parallel wires were stretched horizontally
between the two. At the time of their construction, the
towers represented the best radio technology available
(Small).

In selecting the call letters for the new station, the
college wanted to secure the letters “KSAC” to co-
ordinate with the abbreviation for “Kansas State Agri-
cultural College,” as KSU was known at the time. The
U. S. Dept. of Commerce was the agency responsible
for assigning call letters for new stations and indicated
the campus station would be assigned “KFAC.” The
governmental agency preferred to assign call letters to
new stations in an orderly succession, and the letter
“S” was far down the list in the sequence for new call
letters. A 1924 local news item noted “an attempt will
be made to get the letters KSAC” instead of KFAC
and “to induce government officials to break the
regular succession in assigning signals” (“Open radio
bids”). The effort was successful, and the new campus
station secured KSAC as the call letters.

The goal had been for the station to be operational
by Sept. 1924, but delays in securing the equipment
pushed the date back a few months to early December
(“KSAC is college radio”). The new studio was de-
scribed as “handsomely draped in heavy grade ve-
(continued on p. 3)
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lour,” featured a reception room, and included a grand
piano. By the end of Nov. 1924, equipment tests were
complete, and everything was ready to switch broad-
casting from KFKB to the 500-watt KSAC campus
station (“College radio station”).

KSAC went on the air on Dec. 1, 1924, with a four-
hour dedicatory program beginning at 8:00 a.m. and
concluding at 12:00 p.m. A crowd of 800 people
gathered in the college auditorium for the occasion,
and hundreds more listened in their homes. The first
broadcast opened with a tolling of the college bell at
Anderson Hall and included a speech by Pres. Jardine.
In his speech, Jardine stated, “We have regarded the
state as our campus. In keeping with this, we seek to
make the institution more effective, more serviceable
to Kansas folks, particularly to those who live on
farms.” He added, “Kansas State Agricultural College
is the first educational institution to install on its cam-
pus a first class, up-to-date radio station and to put to
practical use for the people this, the most wonderful of
all modern inventions.” In ad-
dition to Jardine’s speech, other
features included college yells for
the benefit of alumni listeners and
musical entertainment provided by
the music department (“Station
KSAC takes air”’). Emma Haines
Bowen, believed to be the last
surviving member of the college’s
first graduating class of 1867, read
a paper entitled, “In the Begin-
ning.” When the broadcast con-
cluded, many congratulatory telephone calls and
telegrams had been received from across the nation
and Canada (Willard, 293).

After a few years in operation, the KSAC station
was assigned the operating frequency of 580 kilo-
cycles in 1928. The college established an agreement
with The University of lowa to share the frequency.
The new frequency provided a clear wave band with
little interference from other stations (“New allo-
cation”). The arrangement with The University of
Iowa turned out to be short-lived because the Federal
Radio Commission preferred that time-sharing stations
be geographically close to one another. As a result of
this policy, KSAC ceased to share the station with The
University of lowa toward the end of 1929 and began
sharing with the commercial station WIBW in Topeka
(Small).

As the years passed, the college’s programming
expanded to areas beyond the traditional extension
topics while continuing to be educational in nature.
Programming featured health classes, 4-H club broad-

“Kansas State Agricultural
College is the first educational
institution to install on its
campus a first class, up-to-
date radio station and to put to
practical use for the people
this, the most wonderful of all
modern inventions.”

Pres. William Jardine

casts, debates, one-act plays, farm and home infor-
mation, music, and athletic events (The Royal Purple,
Ed. Les Platt, 28). The college station gave students
experience in developing copy, spot news broad-
casting, public announcing, and experimenting with
programming ideas to increase the number of listeners.
The 1937 Royal Purple yearbook noted there was an
increasing number of Kansas State alumni in the field
of professional radio and attributed it to the work ex-
perience students received at the KSAC radio station
(The Royal Purple, Ed. Jack McClung, 275).

Over the years, the equipment was updated, and the
studio remodeled, and then in 1947, a new 5,000-watt
transmitter was built on Denison Avenue north of
campus. The more powerful transmitter provided better
reception and increased the station’s reach to more
Midwestern listeners (“Power increase”). The down-
side of the new transmitter was the radio towers were
no longer needed. Telephone lines connected the
broadcast studio to the transmitter, and the radio towers
became nonfunctioning. In 1974, the north radio tower
was put into use again to microwave
the signal from the studio to the
transmitter on Denison Avenue, and
this use continued until at least 1983
(Small).

KSAC radio dealt with ad-
versity in the 1960s. A devastating
tornado that hit Manhattan in June
1966 destroyed the transmitter
north of campus. In Dec. 1968, an
arsonist started a fire on a Friday
evening at Nichols Gym, and the
fire engulfed the building and destroyed the broadcast
studio. At the time, KSAC didn’t broadcast program-
ming on Saturdays and Sundays. The radio staff spent
the weekend after the fire cobbling together a tem-
porary studio in Calvin Hall and was able to resume
broadcasting on Monday (“KSAC to observe”). The
studio remained in Calvin Hall until McCain Audi-
torium was completed and then moved to new quarters
in McCain.

In the 1970s, KSAC played an important role in the
formation of National Public Radio (NPR). KSAC
contributed more reports to the newly created public
radio service than any other affiliate in NPR’s first
decade of broadcasting (Detweiler, 12/5/1999). As an
affiliate, KSAC broadcast programming from NPR,
including the program “All Things Considered” and
coverage of the Watergate hearings (“Veritable volume
of verbiage”).

A significant change occurred in 1984 when KSAC
changed its call letters. In 1959, the college’s name
(continued on p. 4)
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changed to “Kansas State University” (KSU), and the
call letters of “KSAC” no longer represented the abbre-
viation for the college’s name. Changing the call letters
for the radio station had been considered off and on
over the years, but nothing had come of it. A couple of
factors influenced the push to change the letters in
1984. One of the factors was the Federal Commu-
nications Commission had made the process easier to
make changes, and a second factor was a radio station
in Sacramento, CA, had offered to pay $25,000 to pur-
chase the “KSAC” call letters. The preferred choice for
new call letters was “KKSU,” but the U. S. Maritime
Administration controlled “KKSU” and wouldn’t give
it up. KSU’s alternate choice was “KEXT” in reference
to extension, which was approved. Then, the U. S.
Maritime Administration decided to release “KKSU”
for unknown reasons. One account indicated Elizabeth
Dole may have exerted some influence and another
suggested it was Sen. Nancy Kassebaum who had a
hand in the release of the call letters (Dole was not yet
a U. S. senator at the time). After 60 years of the
college station’s being known as KSAC, it became
KEXT for a handful of days, and then transitioned to
KKSU (“KSAC to KEXT to KKSU,” “Tune in to
KKSU”).

In 2002, controversy erupted over the rights to
broadcast coverage of KSU football games. KSAC and
WIBW had established an agreement many years prior
regarding their shared use of the 580 frequency. The
agreement had been renegotiated in 1969, and it stip-
ulated that WIBW would cover KSU football games. In
2001, KSU athletics decided to investigate whether
other entities might be interested in the broadcast rights
for KSU football games and learned there were indeed
other interested parties. KSU signed a deal with the
Mid-America Ag Network, which offered twice what
WIBW had been paying for the rights to cover football
games. WIBW protested the deal, and KSU filed court
documents, seeking clarification from a judge on the
situation. The judge ruled that WIBW had the right to
broadcast KSU football games based on the shared-use
agreement and ordered a temporary injunction be put in
place to stop the contract with the Mid-America Ag
Network (Detweiler, 4/25/2002).

Eventually, KSU and WIBW’s parent company
came to an agreement and settled their legal battle. The
settlement stipulated WIBW would stop broadcasting
KSU football games, KKSU would no longer share the
580 AM frequency at the end of a 90-day transition
period, and WIBW’s parent company would pay KSU
$1.5 million for the five hours of weekday broadcast
time KKSU would be giving up (Hall). KSAC/KEXT/
KKSU would be no more, and its 78 years of broad-

casting would end.

KKSU’s final broadcast occurred on Nov. 27, 2002,
with many people expressing sadness at the loss of the
station. Others criticized KSU’s administration for its
agreeing to the settlement, describing KSU’s decision
as “extremely unfortunate and narrow sighted”
(Regebaum).

While the end had come for KKSU as an AM radio
station, KSU’s FM station KSDB, which had been
broadcasting since 1950 and is the oldest student-run
college FM station in the U. S., remained operational
and continues to broadcast music and other program-
ming today. With the loss of KKSU, K-State Research
and Extension lost an important avenue for dissem-
inating information, but it still develops programming
and podcasts that are available for free for radio
stations, websites, and the general public to use.

As the KSAC radio towers approach their 100th
anniversary, they are the last of their kind in Kansas
and one of only a few that remain in the U. S. (Small).
In addition to the towers’ rareness, each tower has a
unique story. Beneath the north tower is a memorial to
Grover C. Cobb, an early radio broadcaster and founder
of the Kansas Association of Broadcasters (KAB). The
memorial was established in 1974 by the KAB in honor
of KSAC radio’s 50th anniversary and is dedicated to
the men and women pioneers in broadcasting (“KSAC
to observe”). The south tower might possibly be the
only radio tower to have been home to a college mas-
cot. Touchdown II, the college’s live wildcat mascot,
lived in a cave-like stone enclosure beneath the south
tower from approximately 1926 to 1938, protected by
the tower’s steel structure (““Touchdown’ gets new
home soon”).

In honor of the radio towers’ 100th anniversary,
KSU has celebrations planned to commemorate the
significance of the KSAC station and the role KSU
played in broadcasting in general. In June, stations
affiliated with the Kansas Association of Broadcasters
will begin airing a series of public service announce-
ments about the history of radio. In the fall, a cele-
bration on campus is scheduled for the weekend of
Sept. 13-14, with an outdoor event taking place on
Sept. 14 adjacent to the towers. The event will include
performances by KSU’s band, choir, and drama
department.

The KSAC radio towers are an excellent example of
early radio towers built in the U. S. and serve as a
tangible reminder of KSU’s role as a pioneer in the use
of radio for educational purposes. The KSAC radio
towers were placed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1983 for their significance in the area of com-
munication.

(continued on p. 5)
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815 Moro Street and the Halfway House Mystery

T he 19th century house located
at 815 Moro Street was re-
cently demolished. The house was
known for decades by its nick-
name—the “Halfway House”—be-
cause of its location halfway be-
tween campus and town. An inves-
tigation into the house’s history
unearthed contradictions, leading to
speculation that 815 Moro was not
the so-called Halfway House as
believed, and in actuality, the
Halfway House had been a different
house.

To begin, let’s examine the com-
munity legend. The story was 815
Moro was built circa 1865 and was
known as the Halfway House. Orig-
inally, the house functioned as a
tavern and was the only place to
stop between the Kansas State Ag-
ricultural College campus and
downtown Manhattan 150-170
years ago. At the time, campus was
located near the intersection of Col-
lege Avenue and Claflin Road, so it
was a bit of a journey to travel back
and forth between campus and town
on foot or by horseback, especially
in poor weather. Travelers would

stop to rest, warm up on cold days,
wait for a rainstorm to pass, and
grab a bite of food or enjoy a drink
before continuing their journey.
That was the story associated with
815 Moro, but the story begins to
fall apart, and unanswered ques-
tions emerge when one tries to find
documentation to support the story.
According to Riley County tax
records, lots 132 and 133 in Ward
4 where the house would ultimate-
ly be built had modest tax valu-
ations in the range of $5-45 in the
1860s through the early 1880s,
which means the lots were vacant
and had no structures on them.
Based on these records, 815 Moro
wasn’t built circa 1865 as was
claimed in the story. The lots’ val-
uations made a significant jump to
$220 in 1888, indicating something
substantial had been built on the
lots the year before in 1887. The
tax records show John C. Laird
was the person paying the taxes on
the lots at the time, and the tax
records provide a solid completion
date of 1887. A copy of the owner-
ship sequence from the Register of

Deeds office provided by past
owners Sue Maes and Dennis Hem-
mendinger confirms John C. Laird
was the lots” owner and wasn’t just
the person paying the taxes.

Little is known about the Laird
family. The 1870 U. S. Census
shows Laird was born in Pennsyl-
vania, but the 1880 census shows he
was born in Ohio. By 1870, Laird
was living in Grant Township in
Riley County with his wife and two
daughters. The 1885 state census
indicates the Laird family had
moved to Manhattan, which sup-
ports the construction of a home for
the family in 1887 on Moro Street
(O’Brien, 155-156). An 1886 news
item provides a little insight into
who Laird was, as the article stated
Laird would be a delegate for a Pro-
hibition convention to be held in
Abilene, KS (Untitled).

The house at 815 Moro was
stone and built in the Second Em-
pire style with a mansard roof;,
which was unusual for Manhattan
because many houses of the period
reflected New England styles of
(continued on p. 6)
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architecture (O’Brien,
155-156).

Information in the
archives of the Riley
County Historical Museum
(RCHM) indicates a belief
that the house’s original
function was a tavern, and |
Army personnel frequented [

the tavern. If Laird built the [l

house and was the first
owner, it seems unlikely

someone who supported
Prohibition would have operated a
tavern. In addition, the Kansas
Legislature passed a law in 1881
prohibiting the manufacture and
sale of alcohol, though enforce-
ment in the early years was lax. At
the time, the term “tavern” gen-
erally meant an establishment that
provided food, alcoholic bever-
ages, and lodging for travelers.
While it’s possible Laird owned a
tavern that served food and nonal-
coholic drinks, that seems less
likely, making it unclear whether
815 Moro’s original function was a
tavern as claimed in the Halfway
House’s story.

Another person associated with
815 Moro was George W. Sigman,
and more is known about his life
than Laird’s. Sigman was born in
1823 in Richland County, Ohio,
and moved to Illinois with his
father when he was 12. He married
Sarah Allen in 1847, and the Sig-
man family came to Manhattan in
1859 (“Obituary”). In 1862, he
enlisted with the 11th Regiment of
the Kansas Volunteer Cavalry,
Company G, and served three years
in the Civil War (O’Brien, 146).
After the war, he returned to Man-
hattan for a short time, then lived
in the Solomon River valley for
several years, and had returned to
Manhattan by 1882 (“Obituary”).
Census records list his occupations
as “farmer” and “laborer.” In the
1880s, Sigman operated a ferry
across the Blue River approx-

Above, a vintage photo of 815 Moro Street,
courtesy of the Riley County Historical
Society and Museum.

imately where the Tuttle Creek Dam
is today. Complaints about the
ferry’s operation led to the County
Commission’s revoking Sigman’s
ferry license in the summer of 1888
(“Proceedings of County Commis-
sioners™).

In April 1883, Sigman purchased
the house at 931 Moro Street, which
was known as the “Lone Star
House,” and he built a large, two-
story stone addition on the rear of
the house. A date stone embedded
in one wall of the addition said
“1883, G. W. Sigman, N. Sandle,
Lone Star,” and included an eight-
pointed star. “N. Sandle” most
likely referred to Nels Sandall, who
was a local stonemason. The Lone
Star House was built circa 1872,
and its original owner, L. C.
Haynes, was from Texas. It’s spec-
ulated that Haynes may have re-
ferred to the building as the “Lone
Star House,” and Sigman chose to
continue the use of the name
(O’Brien, 145-146). As you’ll see,
the Lone Star House has an impor-
tant role in the Halfway House’s
story.

Information provided by Sig-
man’s descendants and housed at
the RCHM indicates 815 Moro was
built in 1865 by Sigman, who the
descendants say was a stonemason.
According to past owner Darlene
Conover, 815 Moro had had a

marker of some sort on the
4 north side of the front porch
| that said “Sigman” on it,
| which would seem to support
| the claim that Sigman had a
hand in the house’s con-
struction. The Conovers re-
moved the marker during
|| their ownership. No infor-
‘% mation about the builder for
4 815 Moro was discovered to
prove or disprove the claim
that Sigman was the builder.
Sigman’s descendants also
believed 815 Moro served as a
tavern and asserted it was built in
1865 instead of 1887.

In a letter dated 1974 and in the
possession of Maes and Hemmen-
dinger, the Conovers’ daughter
Elizabeth described what 815 Moro
was like when the family lived
there. The Conovers purchased the
house in 1939, and while it had run-
ning water, there was no bathroom,
and there was an outhouse along the
alley. The Conovers created a bath-
room in what had been a second-
floor closet. The living room was in
the basement and was always cool
during hot summer days. In the
1940s, the Conovers renovated the
kitchen and added a second-floor
bedroom. A bedroom featured
built-ins as did a hallway. Elizabeth
Conover said Kansas State pres-
idents Francis Farrell, Milton
Eisenhower, and James McCain
were acquaintances of her parents
and were guests in the home on
occasion.

In the 1950s, the Conovers and
815 Moro were featured in an art-
icle in the New York Herald Tri-
bune. Riley County native Clemen-
tine Paddleford was the food editor
for the newspaper for 30 years and
traveled the world to learn about
regional cooking and share her
knowledge with her column’s mil-
lions of readers. Darlene Conover
was one of the home cooks featured
in a Paddleford article, which in-
(continued on p. 7)
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cluded Darlene’s biscuit recipe and
a description of her house and
kitchen at 815 Moro. Of her visit to
815 Moro, Paddleford described
the house as a French provincial
old stone house and wrote, “Go in
the front way; it’s walk up, step
across the living room, and down-
stairs to a second living room and
into the long, low kitchen, the
family’s gathering place all hours
of the day and night” (Paddleford).
Accompanying the article was a
photograph of Darlene and Eliza-
beth Conover working on the bis-
cuit recipe in 815 Moro’s kitchen.

In addition to the Halfway
House story, another piece of lore
associated with 815 Moro involves
the ill-fated Donner Party. The
Donner Party refers to a wagon
train that set out from Independ-
ence, MO, in 1846 and traveled the
Oregon Trail headed for California.
The wagon train followed a rela-
tively new southern route and be-
came trapped by heavy snowfall in
the Sierra Nevada mountain range.
As their food supply dwindled,
they resorted to cannibalizing de-
ceased members of their party to
survive. According to the Ripps,
who owned the house prior to the
Conovers, earlier in the Donner
Party’s journey, the group passed
through the area that would become
Manbhattan, and the first member of
the group perished. The deceased
was buried along the trail, which
happened to be the future front
yard of 815 Moro. At some point,
Mr. Conover had a reason to dig in
his front yard, perhaps having
heard the story and was curious,
and he found bones, although they
were reportedly animal bones and
not human remains from the Don-
ner Party.

In researching the “Halfway
House” nickname, contradictory
information was uncovered in
terms of which house the nickname
was associated with. In more mod-

ern times, the Halfway House
name was assigned to 815 Moro.
For example, 815 Moro was
featured as part of a historic homes
tour in 1981, and it was described
as the Halfway House (“Double
dip”). A document housed at the
RCHM and written by a past
museum librarian in 1989 states
that 815 Moro was known as the
Halfway House. But, an exam-
ination of old newspapers and tax
records reveals inconsistencies,
making it less certain that 815
Moro was the Halfway House.

For starters, a short newspaper
item in 1883 announced Sigman’s
purchase of a house from Augustus
Peak, and the article described the
house as the “Half Way House”
(“Mr. George Sigman”). Peak
owned the Lone Star House at 931
Moro, meaning the house referred
to as the Halfway House in this
instance is 931 Moro and not 815
Moro. The information from the
Register of Deeds office listing the
sequence of owners also shows
Sigman never owned the lots
where 815 Moro was located. If
Sigman owned a building called
the Halfway House, it wasn’t 815
Moro.

A news item from Feb. 1884
mentions a gentleman “has en-
gaged rooms for his family at Mr.
Sigman’s—the old half-way house,
now double its former size” (“Mr.
Baxter”). The house at 815 Moro
wasn’t built until 1887, so it could
not be the “old half-way house”
mentioned in the 1884 news item.
The comment of “double its former
size” also seems to be referencing
the stone addition Sigman added to
the Lone Star House at 931 Moro.

William H. Sikes, early Riley
County pioneer and long-time res-
ident of Leonardville, KS, remin-
isced in a letter to the editor written
in 1947 about a trip he made in
1876 from campus to the First
Congregational Church on Poyntz
Avenue. He recalled there was

“only one house then along the mile
we traveled. It was known as the
‘Half-way House’” (Sikes). While
Sikes didn’t identify the spe-cific
location of the house, 815 Moro had
not yet been built in 1876, though
it’s possible Sikes’ memory was
fuzzy about precise details given the
many decades that had passed since
his 1876 journey.

In a note shared by past owners
Maes and Hemmendinger and
written in 1989 by one of the Sig-
man’s granddaughters, the grand-
daughter stated the Sigmans referred
to 931 Moro as the Halfway House,
and Sarah Sigman used to offer
cookies and tea to college students
who would stop at the house to
warm up. The granddaughter’s de-
scription of the Sigmans’ hospitality
fits the story about how the Halfway
House earned its nickname.

A newspaper article from 1918
may best explain the situation with
the Lone Star House and Halfway
House names. The article described
931 Moro as being known as the
“Half-way House” from 1873 to
1883 until Sigman’s large addition
was built in 1883, and then it
became known as the “Lone Star
House” after that (“Crabtree family
is moving”).

According to the Halfway
House’s legend, it was the only
house on the route between campus
and town in Manhattan’s early days.
If 815 Moro were built in 1865 as
supposed, then it would have quite
likely been the only house between
campus and town, except the tax
records show 815 Moro was built in
1887. By 1887, there would have
been other houses between campus
and town, including the Lone Star
House at 931 Moro built in 1872.
Campus had also moved to its
present location by then, shortening
the trip and lessening the need for a
rest stop on the route.

With 815 Moro and 931 Moro
both being 19th century stone
(continued on p. §)
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houses with connections to George
W. Sigman and only a block apart
on the same street, it’s not hard to
imagine the two houses were oc-
casionally confused, especially
when nicknames are involved. The
nicknames likely developed in a
word-of-mouth fashion, which is
then dependent on people’s mem-
ories to pass the information along
to the next generations, and mem-
ories become faulty over time.
Whether 815 Moro ever functioned
as a tavern remains unclear and
would require more extensive re-
search to sort out.

Given 815 Moro’s construction
date of 1887 and other factors
described above, it seems less likely
that the house was the Halfway
House of the town legend and more
likely the Halfway House was the
Lone Star House at 931 Moro. Un-
fortunately, the Lone Star House at
931 Moro is also gone, having been
demolished in 2008. Any infor-

mation that might have been hidden
in an attic or under a floorboard in
either house that could have pro-
vided additional clues about the
Halfway House or whether 815
Moro had ever been a tavern has
been lost.

While 815 Moro was seemingly
not the Halfway House, it was a
137-year-old stone house built in
an architectural style not typical for
Manhattan, making it a local arch-
itectural treasure. And, now it’s
gone. Demolition permits were
issued in Dec. 2023 for 815 Moro
and for the adjacent house at 813
Moro. Both houses have been
demolished and are scheduled to be
replaced by condos.

To learn more about the Lone
Star House at 931 Moro Street, see
the M/RCPA’s Sept. 2008 news-
letter, which is available on our
website at
www.preservemanhattan.org.
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Marlatt Homestead Gets Scanned with 3-D Tech

n May, Thomas Harris with the
K-State Technology Develop-
ment Institute performed 3-D scan-

ning of the Washington and Julia
Marlatt Homestead, 1600 College
Avenue, which is owned by Kansas
State University (KSU). The scans
will help with planning next steps
for the historic property.

To provide some background on
how the 3-D scanning came about,
for approximately the past 18
months, representatives of the
M/RCPA, the Riley County His-
torical Society and Museum, and
the Chapman Center for Rural
Studies as well as other individuals
have been part of a team that’s been
actively advocating for the preser-
vation and renovation of the Marlatt
Homestead.

Prior to this, the M/RCPA and

the Riley County Historical Society
had formed an ad-hoc Marlatt-
focused advocacy group that had
been active as far back as 2012,
which was at a time when KSU had
covered the upper dormer of the
Marlatts’ house with corrugated
metal siding and hadn’t followed
the appropriate approval process
with the State Historic Preservation
Office. After the initial issue with
the siding was resolved, the group
continued to encourage KSU to
make improvements to the property
but with limited success, leading to
the group’s gradually becoming
more of a watchdog and alerting
KSU when issues were observed,
such as a broken window.

More recently, the group was
concerned about the overall con-
dition of the Marlatt property and

decided to return to being more
assertive in advocating for the
farmstead. An early successful ef-
fort was a collaboration with
various KSU units to design and
install an interpretive marker on the
grounds, which was completed in
July 2023. Since then, the group,
which is now more formally known
as the Marlatt Task Force, has been
expanding its numbers and has
been recruiting organizations and
individuals with the interest and ex-
pertise to preserve the farmstead.

Mel Borst, who’s a member of
the task force and serves on the
M/RCPA’s Board of Directors,
contacted Ray Yunk, KSU pro-
fessor in the K-State G. E. Johnson
Department of Architectural Engi-
neering and Construction Science,
(continued on p. 9)
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2024 Officers &

Board of Directors
Officers and members of the
board of directors were elected
during the Annual Meeting of the
membership in Feb. 2024 at Ware-
ham Hall.

President: Linda Glasgow

Vice President: Kathy Dzewaltowski
Treasurer: Barbara Poresky
Secretary: Lisa Jones

Terms ending in 2024:
Kathy Dzewaltowski
Gary Ellis

Katrina Otto Radmer
Kevin West

Terms ending in 2025:
Lisa Jones

Dawn Munger
Barbara Poresky
Sharlin Sargent

Terms ending in 2026:
Mel Borst

Rex Fowles

Linda Glasgow
Melanie Highsmith

All the articles in the June 2024
newsletter were written by Kathy
Dzewaltowski.

Manbhattan/Riley County
Preservation Alliance
Linda Glasgow, President
P. O. Box 1893
Manbhattan, KS 66505

E-mail: mrcpanewsletter@gmail.com
Website: www.preservemanhattan.org

The Board of Directors meets the third
Thursday of the month via Zoom.
Members are welcome to participate in
board meetings. Contact the M/RCPA
if you would like to participate in a
board meeting.

Newsletter editor: Kathy Dzewaltowski

(continued from p. 8)

and asked Yunk to become in-
volved. Borst and Yunk had
worked on another project together
some years past. Yunk has been an
invaluable addition to the team,
and he has been working to as-
semble an interdisciplinary team of
KSU faculty and staff to help
develop recommendations for the
way forward. Yunk made the
arrangements for the 3-D scanning.

The 3-D scans are an important
tool in planning next steps. Scans
were performed of the Marlatt
house, barn, and grounds to doc-
ument current conditions. KSU
officials have been very generous
in granting access to the Marlatt
property, but the scans will also
make it easier for others to study
the property without needing to
physically visit it. Assuming that
renovations will occur in the future
and result in changes to the prop-
erty, the scans provide a record for
anyone who might want to know
what the property was like before
any improvements were made.

The Marlatt Homestead is sig-
nificant because it was the home of
the first faculty of Bluemont Cen-
tral College, which would become
Kansas State Agricultural College,
the nation’s first land-grant uni-
versity. When the Bluemont Cen-
tral College building was demol- §
ished, the Marlatts’ used materials
salvaged from the building to \
construct the barn, which in-
cluded the carved stone blocks
that spelled “Bluemont College”
and which are currently in the K-
State Alumni Center. The house
was built in 1856 and is believed
to be the oldest stone house in
Riley County.

If you’d like to view the results
of the 3-D scanning, visit the
M/RCPA’s website’s home page,
and click the button “Marlatt
Homestead 3-D tour” midway
down the page.

Top, Ray Yunk and Thomas Harris with the
NavVis VLX scanning equipment. Middle,
Yunk and Harris preparing to scan the
Marlatts’ barn. Both photos are courtesy of
Mel Borst. Bottom, the Marlatts’ house with
the interpretive marker that was installed in
July 2023.
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2024 M/RCPA Membership Roster

$35 Historic Level

Charlene Brownson, Diana Caldwell, Randi Dale, Mike & Jan Danenberg, Paula Ellis, Katharine Hensler, Lisa Caitlin
Highsmith, Melanie Highsmith, Brad Logan & Lauren Ritterbush, Debbie Madsen, Dawn Munger, Katrina Otto Radmer,
Jerry & Martha Powell, Gloria Juhl Raney, Linda Rice, Tom & Karen Roberts, Charlie & Sharlin Sargent, Frank & Mary
Siegle, Alicia Stott, Ron & Dixie West, Judith Willingham

$100 Preservation Level

Phil & Dawn Anderson, Baker McMillan Architects PA, Mimi Balderson, BBN Architects, Mel Borst, G. W. Clift, Darla
Dreher, Gary Ellis, Chris Fein, Rex Fowles & Colene Lind, Joe & Janette Gelroth, Michael Grogan, Jackie & Lisa Jones,
Mark & Ann Knackendoffel, Phillip and Camille Korenek, Ann Kosch, John & Karen McCulloh, Linda Morse, Debbie
Nuss, Phyllis & Hannah Pease/Little Batch Company MHK, Bill & Donna Schenck-Hamlin, Hazen & Dahnika Short,
Brenda Spencer, Wareham Hall, Nancy B. Williams

$250 Landmark Level

Preston & Diana Chapel, David & Kathy Dzewaltowski, Calvin & Genie Emig, Larry & Linda Glasgow, Rick & Judy
Glowiak, Barbara Poresky

$300+ Corporate Landmark Level

BHS Construction, Kevin West & Alyn Pennington West/SNW Gallery and Custom Frames

Honorary Lifetime Members

Mel Borst, Enell Foerster (in memory of Bernd Foerster), G. W. Clift (in memory of D. Cheryl Collins)



