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Fort, Flint Hills
will adapt to change

Erdogan’s authoritarianism
could wreck Turkey’s EU bid

Tuesday’s announce-
ment that the Army is

de-activating the 4th
Brigade Combat Team of
the 1st Infantry Division is
disappointing but not sur-
prising. Nor, given the
choices the Pentagon had,
is this particular cutback
unfair, though fairness
must be a secondary con-
cern to the needs of the
Army and the national
defense.

As a result of the cut-
backs announced by Gen.
Raymond Odierno, Army
chief of staff, the post,
which now has about
18,000 troops, will have
about 15,500. Although a
brigade normally has at
least 3,500 troops, the
troop loss will be smaller
because many members of
the 4th Brigade will be
transferred to battalions to
be assigned to the remain-
ing brigades to bolster
their effectiveness.

Fort Riley will feel the
loss of 2,500 soldiers, many
of whom have families.
Manhattan, Junction City
and the other communities
that support and benefit
from the post also will feel
the loss. We’ll lose neigh-
bors, our schools will lose
students, our religious con-
gregations will lose mem-
bers and, of course, busi-
nesses will lose customers.

It’s not much consola-
tion, but the same thing is
happening to America’s
other major Army posts:
Fort Bragg, N.C.; Fort
Stewart, Ga.; Fort Hood,
Texas; Fort Bliss, Texas;
Fort Carson, Colo., Fort
Knox, Ky.; Fort Campbell,
Ky., Fort Drum, N.Y., and
Joint Base Lewis-McChord,
Wash. All are losing

brigades. Also, two
brigades in Germany are
being eliminated.

Trimming the Army from
45 brigades to 33 is part of
a restructuring exercise
that will reduce the Army
by about 80,000 soldiers,
from the 570,000 who
served during the height of
the Iraq war to 490,000.

Gov. Sam Brownback,
understandably disap-
pointed in the scheduled
cutbacks at Fort Riley,
responded positively.
Perhaps referring to the
post’s population growth
and the $2 billion the
Pentagon invested in hous-
ing, a new hospital and
other facilities, the gover-
nor said, “A lot of things
have been going on in the
positive at Fort Riley in
the last decade. We’re
going to do everything we
can to support the fort.”

One trait military per-
sonnel and communities
such as Manhattan share is
the ability to adapt to new
circumstances — in situa-
tions like this, to roll with
the punches. The BRAC
era in the 1990s took a
much greater toll on the
fort and its surrounding
communities, and served
as a reminder of the
importance both of main-
taining good relations with
the post and of being pre-
pared for any contingency.

We’ll adjust to the new
reality, maintain our pride
in and support of Fort
Riley and continue to offer
the troops stationed there
a warm welcome to
Manhattan and the Flint
Hills.

When the time comes
and the Army needs to
grow again, we’ll be ready.

Saudi cleric Abdullah Mohamed al-Daoud in May urged his
100,000 Twitter followers to “sexually harass female cashiers” to
discourage them from working outside the home. Last February,
says the Guardian of London, he urged the veiling of babies to pro-
tect them from sexual harassment
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For 26 years, Turkey has been
angling for membership in the

European Union, only to see its
bid thwarted. Now, with the union
on the verge of reviving talks on
Turkey’s accession, Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s outra-
geous crackdown on antigovern-
ment protests in recent weeks is
giving some Europeans a new
excuse to question whether
Turkey merits membership.

Erdogan has refused to seek
political compromise with protest-
ers who opposed a plan to build a
shopping mall and a mosque in a
park in Istanbul, and he has had
them subdued with tear gas,
water cannons and rubber bullets.
Thousands have been detained,
and at least four people have died.
Erdogan and other officials have
called their critics terrorists,
accused them of planning to top-
ple the government and have
promised to deploy the army if the
police cannot contain the unrest.

Erdogan’s harsh, even danger-
ous, attacks on Europe and for-
eign journalists are at odds with
the goal of membership in an eco-
nomic union whose criteria
include a respect for civil rights,
freedom of the press and other
democratic values, as well as

free-market principles. On
Monday, after the EU criticized
his authoritarian ways, he
denounced the union as “anti-
democratic” and said he would
no longer recognize the European
Parliament.

Talks on Turkey’s membership,
stalled for three years, were sup-
posed to resume on Wednesday,
but Germany, which has long
opposed Turkey’s accession, last
week blocked negotiations. On
Monday, however, Germany sug-
gested a compromise that would
postpone negotiations until the
fall. European foreign ministers
are supposed to decide how to
proceed at a meeting on Tuesday.

Erdogan deserves the strongest
criticism, but membership in the
European Union is a strategic
imperative that, like NATO mem-
bership, is intended to bind
Turkey to the West. Trying to meet
the bloc’s criteria has already
encouraged Turkey to make
important political and economic
reforms. Erdogan will now have
to show that he is willing to
accept dissent in a democracy
and capable of making further
reforms. It would be a mistake,
however, to fuel the estrangement
between Europe and Turkey by
shutting down the membership
negotiations completely.
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Post loses a brigade; area loses neighbors

Kathy Dzewaltowski
Contributing Writer

The Manhattan/Riley County
Preservation Alliance would

like to express its concern
regarding the plans to dismantle
Peace Memorial Auditorium.  

When the City Commission
discussed the matter during the
June 4 meeting, missing from the
information city staff provided to
commissioners was anything
about the history and signif-
icance of Peace Memorial
Auditorium, commonly
known as City Auditorium.
Those details are important
factors that need to be
taken into consideration
before further action is
taken.   

Peace Memorial Auditor-
ium was built to be a living
memorial to the veterans
who served and those who
died in World War II. In years
past, it was common practice for
a community to erect a statue or
monument as a memorial to
honor those who had served, but
following World War I, the trend
was to construct a memorial that
would have a use and serve the
community, i.e. a “living” mem-
orial.  It seemed far better to
remember those who had served
with a park, a stadium or an
auditorium than with a tradi-
tional monument. Memorial
Stadium on the KSU campus,
constructed to honor students
and alumni who died in World
War I, is another local example

of a living memorial.   
Following World War II, the

citizens of Manhattan set out to
build a living memorial to honor
the 2,610 veterans who had
served and the 101 soldiers who
lost their lives in the war. A
communitywide effort, which
involved many organizations,
began in 1946 to develop plans
for constructing a memorial
auditorium. Voters approved an
$800,000 bond to construct an
auditorium that “will long
endure as a living memorial to

our beloved dead.”   
One of the dangers of

constructing a living memorial is
that while people are using the
memorial and enjoying an
athletic event, concert or other
recreational activity, they lose
sight of the reason the memorial
was built. That seems to have
happened in Manhattan with
Peace Memorial Auditorium.  If
Manhattan’s World War II
memorial were a statue or monu-
ment and the City Commission
was considering knocking it
down and destroying the
memorial, there would likely be
considerably more community

interest, thought and discussion
about the plans. 

During the June 4 City
Commission meeting, one of the
reasons provided for why Peace
Memorial Auditorium should be
dismantled is that it’s rented
only a few times per year.  Per-
haps the facility is rarely rented
because very little has been
done to update the space since
its completion in 1955, which
includes a lack of air-condition-
ing.  The same was said about the
Union Pacific Depot: “Who

would want to use it?” The
renovated depot space is
now continuously rented
and generates considerable
cash for the city. A neglect-
ed auditorium won’t get
used, and the decisions
made over the years to not
invest in improvements
should be recognized as
huge contributing factors to

the lack of use the facility sees
rather than to try to claim there’s
no community interest in using
the space. 

The Manhattan/Riley County
Preservation Alliance hopes
commissioners will inform them-
selves about Peace Memorial
Auditorium, will thoughtfully
consider its memorial aspect,
and will discuss options that will
continue to honor those who
served and died in World War II. 

Kathy Dzewaltowski, a Manhat-
tan resident, is president of The
Manhattan/Riley County Preserva-
tion Alliance.

Congress must act on ruling

It’s not just another auditorium

Germans won’t split the tab
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The U.S. Supreme Court
broke with the past Tuesday

and pushed for measures that
will truly define the present.

In a starkly divided 5-4 deci-
sion in Shelby County vs. Hold-
er, the court ruled that the for-
mula used to determine which
states must receive “pre-clear-
ance” before changing voting
laws was outdated and unconsti-
tutional.

The ruling is laudatory. Parts
of the landmark Voting Rights
Act are based on data almost 50
years old — a practice that is
unfair and bad policy as well as
unconstitutional. .

But let’s be clear: The court
did not strike down the Voting
Rights Act. Nor did it strike
down Section 5, the part of the
law that sets onerous pre-clear-
ance requirements on states
and local jurisdictions with his-
tories of discriminatory prac-
tices. It ruled that Section 4,
which defines the formula for
who should be on the Section 5
list, is unconstitutional. Much of
the formula was based on
minority voter turnout and reg-

istration from 1964.
The court’s problem isn’t with

the law; it’s with the outdated
formula.

The challenge now is to
update that formula. Section 5 is
still a critical and necessary
part of the Voting Rights Act,
providing important protections
to the integrity of our election
system. So it is now incumbent
on a highly partisan Congress to
rewrite the rules.

If lawmakers do nothing, it
will effectively gut this critical
law. The teeth of the act will lie
only in Section 2, which allows
victims of discriminatory voting
practices to sue jurisdictions,
after the fact. That would place
unfair financial burdens on pos-
sible victims and offer relief
often after an election has
already been held.

Congress must embrace the
court’s challenge and immedi-
ately begin setting procedures
to construct a formula in an age
where discrimination is more
subtle and nuanced. 

As both the majority and dis-
senting opinions noted in Shel-
by, the concern today is no
longer literacy tests but the

dilution of minority representa-
tion through gerrymandering
and at-large districts. Another
issue is the placement of voting
impediments: cutting voting
hours and days and voter ID
laws.

To tamp down the overt politi-
cization that could threaten this
effort as soon as it begins, Con-
gress should consider forming a
bipartisan commission (similar
to ones that tackled base clos-
ings and deficit reduction) that
would offer parameters for the
new Section 4.

Whatever the route taken,
precision, fairness and speed
are critical. Already, states are
using the Shelby ruling to enact
laws that had been blocked by
the Justice Department as dis-
criminatory. Texas Attorney
General Greg Abbott said that
the state’s voter ID law will take
effect immediately.

While updating the formula
guiding Section 5 is fair and
necessary, it cannot be allowed
to die by neglect.

Lawmakers will be called on
to show a type of leadership
rarely seen since passage of the
original Voting Rights Act.

Sometimes stereotypes are
spot on. The German reluc-

tance to bail our debt-ridden
eurozone countries is rooted in
a moral abhorrence of debt.
Anyone who’s ever dined out
with Germans knows they are
sticklers for paying exactly what
they owe and not one cent more.

It is unheard of in Germany for
two or more couples dining out
together to just split the check
equally. Separate checks are the
norm, and each waiter wears a

little pouch to make change for
each diner as he goes around the
table settling up. The practice
may seem stingy, but it actually
minimized bad blood.

In Britain, which runs on the
honor system of returning hospi-
tality, you can end up getting
stiffed. But in Germany, no one
can be accused of scrounging or
round-dodging, and conversely,
nobody leaves the table feeling
they are owed a favor. 

The taboo against letting oth-

ers pay is so strong that last year
the German president, Christian
Wulff, was forced to resign over
revelations that he had allowed
a friend to puck up two hotel
bills totaling just more than
$1,000. Germans expect that
everyone should be scrupulous-
ly punctilious about paying
their way — in both private and
public life — to avoid owing any-
one any favors.

Brian Melican
The Daily Telegraph, U.K.

“Perhaps the facility
is rarely rented because
very little has been done

to update the space
since its completion in 1955...”


