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Is the public
asleep or content?

Bipartisan warning issued
on warrantless surveillance

Maybe nobody is pay-
ing attention, or

maybe patrons in the
Manhattan-Ogden School
District are confident that
they’re getting their
money’s worth for the
property taxes they pay to
support local schools.

It’s hard otherwise to
explain the muted reac-
tion — silence, really — to
news that the USD 383
Board of Education is
poised to raise property
taxes by $100 or more on
owners of  $200,000 hous-
es. Despite ample publici-
ty, including a letter to the
editor from school board
President Curt Herrman
inviting patrons to a spe-
cial hearing July 17 on the
budget process, not a sin-
gle resident showed up to
comment.

The board last week
considered multiple mill
levy options to support a
budget increase of about
$1.6 million. About
$650,000 of that increase
would go toward pay
increases for faculty and
other personnel, and
almost $347,000 is to subsi-
dize the hiring of about 10
new employees, mostly to
meet elementary school
and special education
needs.

Much of the rest of the
increase involves a vari-
ety of expenses, including
a $60,000 increase in
workers compensation
insurance costs. Also, the
board had to overcome a
projected shortfall due in
large part to a drop in

state tax receipts and the
loss of new facility weight-
ing revenue.

Last year’s mill levy of
50.396 mills will rise by
about 2 mills. The most
expensive option would
call for a levy increase to
52.646 mills, even with a
modest rise in property
valuations. The owner of a
$200,000 home would pay
$108.44 more.

The least costly option
— though not by much —
for homeowners would be
a levy of 52.444 mills. That
would cost the owner of a
$200,000 house an extra
$103.80. In both examples
and a third option that
falls between them, busi-
ness property taxes would
rise more sharply.
However, all of the tax
increases would be even
higher but for the fact that
board members are using
substantial cash carryover
funds to soften the blow.

That doesn’t mean that
paying an extra $100 or
more in property taxes for
schools won’t hurt. It will.
Yet at least so far — the
budget has not yet been
finalized — the financial
pain seems to be some-
thing that patrons are
willing to bear.

That is admirable in the
extreme, if not altogether
surprising. After all,
patrons of the Manhattan-
Ogden School District
have long been strong
advocates of education —
and they’ve also demand-
ed excellence in return
for their investment. 

Russia goes retro… Russia’s secret service recently ordered
dozens of electric typewriters, justifying the purchases by saying
that recent revelations about the U.S. National Security Agency’s
online surveillance program made them wary of computer commu-
nications.
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Lawmakers have given the
Obama administration a

bipartisan warning: Patience is
growing thin with its expansive
and unwarranted surveillance of
Americans.

In one of the most unusual votes
in years, the House on Wednesday
barely defeated an amendment to
curtail the National Security
Agency’s collection of every phone
record, limiting it to records of
people targeted in investigations.
The vote was 217-205; what was
particularly remarkable was that
94 Republicans supported the lim-
its, along with 111 Democrats who
stood up to intense lobbying by
the White House and its spy agen-
cies.

The amendment was sponsored
by Rep. Justin Amash, R-Mich.,
one of the most anti-government
libertarians in the House. On this
issue, he found common ground
with Democrats and moderate
Republicans who are also con-
cerned that the NSA is needlessly
violating the privacy of ordinary
citizens.

Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner
Jr., R-Wis., and an author of the
Patriot Act, said the measure
imposes the standard for collect-
ing data in a criminal trial. Rep.
Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., said the
amendment would reimpose the
original intent of Congress.

“No administration should be
permitted to operate above or
beyond the law as they have done

in this respect,” Nadler said.
The arguments for unlimited

record keeping were remarkably
thin. A White House spokesman
said the amendment was not “the
product of an informed, open or
deliberative process” — a laugh-
able assertion considering how
uninformed the administration
wants the public to be about the
loss of privacy. The chairman of
the House Intelligence Commit-
tee, Rep. Mike Rogers of
Michigan, said supporters
seemed to have forgotten Sept. 11.

But the closeness of the vote
suggested that a growing number
of lawmakers no longer respond
reflexively to the waving of the
9/11 flag or the patronizing insis-
tence of government officials that
they should be trusted implicitly.
That reflects an increasing skepti-
cism in the public, as reflected in
several opinion polls, as people
become aware that the NSA isn’t
following the common-sense prac-
tice of spying only on those sus-
pected of terrorism.

A 51-percent House majority
with strongly bipartisan opposi-
tion is hardly a vote of confidence
in a program as intrusive as uni-
versal phone-record collection.
More and more lawmakers and

voters are starting to pay atten-
tion to the arguments of longtime
intelligence critics like Sen. Ron
Wyden of Oregon, who said that
the opportunity had finally
arrived to stop an omnipresent
surveillance state that once
seemed irreversible.
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Steep school tax projections draw yawns

Conflict resolution shouldn’t
require the use of firearms
To the Editor:

Long ago I was a counselor for
10 years in two public schools for
kindergarten through fifth
grade. 

It was a wonderful job because
no matter how hokey I was in
using puppets, balloon animals,
music or art to make points in
classroom presentations on
topics ranging from drugs,
bullying and manners to study
skills, etc., the kids thought they
were terrific. I knew that part of
their appreciation was that they
got a reprieve from classwork,
but it did make me feel good.

One of the topics I drummed
on in these grades was conflict
resolution — how to mediate,
negotiate and talk to one another
to negate any physical harm to
either party. 

These “stand your ground”
laws that many states have or are
now adopting throw reasoning,
understanding, negotiating and
resolving out the window. Such a
law sets a dangerous precedent,
in my opinion, because that law,
plus the ready availability of

guns, will cause thousands of
injuries and deaths.

And in many cases, the
perpetrator or instigator will
claim to be the victim and plead
self-defense.

Nolan Carlson
4750 Columbian Road

Wamego

For Obama and his cronies,
‘moving on’ is best policy
To the Editor:

I trust that I am not the only
one who has observed that the
Democrat/liberal  establishment
has a new mantra. It is now
“We’re Moving On,” or could be
moving forward.

Elijah Cummings, the distin-
guished Maryland represent-
ative and ranking member on the
committee  investigating the IRS,
said, “Let’s move on.” Undis-
tinguished former Secretary of
State, Hillary Clinton, when
queried about Benghazi, said,
“What difference does it make?”
(It means the same as “Let’s move
on,” and now we have the
disgraced, perverted Anthony
Weiner running for mayor of New

York saying, “We are moving
forward.”

What does all this really
mean? Along with a number of
other scandals and issues, it
implies that the current Demo-
crat/liberal establishment is not
accountable for anything that
has occurred  on its watch. We
have “Fast and Furious” under
Eric Holder and a border
patrolman, Brian Terry, killed;
we have our ambassador to
Libya, Christopher Stevens, and
three others killed in Benghazi. 

We have NSA surveillance on
the Associated Press and James
Rosen wire-tapping and
hundreds of  right wing political
groups targeted by the IRS. All
these scandals have been
stonewalled by Holder’s Justice
Department  and/or the White
House.

Led by the charismatic guy in
the White House, this adminis-
tration just ignores answering
vital issues, and the president
gives another rote speech and
accomplishes nothing. The most
“transparent administration in
history” “is just “MOVING ON.”
Is Rome burning yet?

Arthur F. Loub
1517 Williamsburg Drive

Letters to the Editor

Honor auditorium’s purpose

Spanish are cocky, bull-headed

Mark W. Collins and Jim Sharp
Contributing Writers

The Veterans of the Battle of
the Bulge — Kansas Chapter.

Inc. (VBoB) wish to express our
concern regarding the seeming-
ly expedited plans for the Peace
Memorial Auditorium in Man-
hattan and make three requests.
We have several VBoB members
in Riley County who are repre-
sented by the memorial. We also
want to give another voice to the
veterans the memorial honors
who served this great nation
during World War II, some
making the greatest sacri-
fice of all. 

VBoB’s major concern is
that the original organiza-
tions that provided leader-
ship to build the Peace
Memorial Auditorium were
not included, or consulted,
in the current decision-
making process to repurpose the
auditorium as offices for the
Manhattan Parks and Recre-
ation Department.

Much of the leadership and
support to build this memorial
was provided by veterans orga-
nizations such as the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW), the Ameri-
can Legion, the Daughters of
Veterans and others. Our
research shows the original
Memorial Committee was repre-
sented by about 45 civic organi-
zations. The major emphasis in
building this memorial was to
honor the 2,610 men and women

of Riley County who served dur-
ing World War I1 and the 101
who paid the ultimate price for
freedom that we enjoy even to
this day.

The Veterans of the Battle of
the Bulge-Kansas Chapter
request the City Commission to:

1. Perform a detailed study on
the history of the Peace Memori-
al Auditorium — how and why it
came to be, what its intended
purpose was and what it repre-
sents to the community and
means to the veterans it honors.

This study should include input
from the organizations previous-
ly mentioned that provided the
leadership and support to build
the memorial as well as the pub-
lic’s input. 

We should never forget that
the memorial was built to honor
World War II veterans and to
serve the Riley County commu-
nity —  not to become a govern-
ment office building! A good
example of its intended use is
the luncheon following the Vet-
erans Day parade.

2. Conduct a feasibility study,
if not already done, of other

locations for new Parks and
Recreation offices or expansion
at its current location, and make
the study available to the public.
It is concerning to spend the
monies stated in the media if
there is a less obtrusive and
more cost effective option con-
sidering what is being gained by
the proposal.

3. Perform a cost analysis, if
not already done, to restore the
Peace Memorial Auditorium to
its original grandeur and
include needed upgrades to

make the facility more
appealing to those who
require a facility of this
type. This is still a very nice
facility, but is suffering
from a lack of updates. Once
it is restored, Manhattan
and Riley County could
proudly celebrate the
rededication by the City
Commission. Perhaps the

Manhattan Municipal Band
could play patriotic music on
the newly refurbished stage.
Dedicate a new memorial
plaque in the foyer that would
prominently display the names
of the Riley County veterans
who served during World War II
and the 101 veterans who gave
their lives. Our research shows
this was the original intent of
the memorial.

Jim Sharp, 508 Wickham, is past
president of Veterans of the Battle
of the Bulge. Topeka resident Mark
W. Collins is its current president.

We Spanish believe we are
experts in everything. We

exhibit confidence in our all-
encompassing and universal
knowledge, and this inspires us
to apply simplistic fixes to the
thorniest economic or political
problems with nary a qualm.

Are we having a currency cri-
sis? Just withdraw the 500-euro
banknotes from circulation!
Embarrassed by corruption?
Punish the newspapers that
expose it! Unemployment on the

rise? Just make employers hire
more people! 

Each and every one of these
solutions is a colossal blunder,
but they are invoked with the
same conviction as the “Apos-
tles Creed.” Even worse, each
Spaniard seems to believe him-
self perfectly qualified for any
job. We now boast a bank direc-
tor who was once a butcher, a
member of the Supreme Judi-
cial Council who has never
before been a judge, and politi-

cal party leaders who have
never been elected to any office.

Spain is awash in people hold-
ing positions for which they
were not trained, sowing evil
upon their fellow citizens. It’s
no wonder our economy is tank-
ing and our government is
imploding in scandal. Honestly,
the only place you’ll find more
bullheaded ignoramuses than
in Spain is in our sister nations
in Latin America.

Cesar Vidal, La Razon, Spain

“... the memorial was built 
to honor World War II veterans 
and to serve the Riley County 
community —  not to become

a government office building! ”


