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Revived: A New Start for a Riley County Farmhouse

L ong abandoned, the
two-story stone farm-
house on U. S. 77 near
Randolph, KS, had become
a well-known landmark in
northern Riley County.
Though its windows and
doors were long gone and
the roof was barely hanging
on, the house remained a
hauntingly beautiful
reminder of bygone days.
Over the past several
months, this rundown relic

it down. While the win-
dows and doors were gone,
the house’s walls and
foundation were struc-
turally sound, making it
possible to save the house.
Didas said, “It would have
taken about two hours to
put it in the basement and
cover it up, and I just
couldn’t do it. It had really
good bones.”

The interior had long
been exposed to the

that once seemed destined
to vanish from the landscape was
revived and now functions as
office space.

The house is currently owned
by Tuttle Creek Developers, and
the development company ac-
quired the house in 2018 when it
purchased a 30-acre tract of land
that included the house. Jim Didas
is one of the owners, and he
believes the house was built in

elements due in part to a
failing roof. The house was
stripped of the remains of the
old roof, and Didas says the
trusses of the new roof were
intentionally designed to copy
the original as much as possible.
The roof deck boards are four-
and-a-half inches thick, tongue
and groove, with four inches of
insulation above, and then
topped with new composite

1872 by a local stone mason for
his daughter and her family. The
Kansas Historic Resources Inven-
tory (KHRI) indicates the house
may have been used as a school-
house at some point in the past.
Beyond that, the house’s history is
unknown. It’s been vacant for
around 40 years and possibly
longer, given that it had never had
electricity or plumbing, and photos
in the KHRI show the windows
have been missing since at least
1990.

Didas, who lives in Olsburg, has
a cabin at the lake and drove by the
stone house for years on the way to

Top, the stone house on U. S. 77 in Jan. 2023
with renovations complete. Bottom,
renovations in progress in Aug. 2021.

his cabin, wondering why no one
had ever fixed it up. Then, he
became the house’s owner by
default and didn’t immediately
have a plan for what to do with it,
but he didn’t have the heart to tear

“It would have taken
about two hours to put it in
the basement and cover it up,
and I just couldn’t do it. It
had really good bones”

Jim Didas

shingles, which all help to keep the
interior comfortable year round.

The interior walls were plaster,
which was in poor condition. A
worker spent several weeks
carefully chipping away the
damaged plaster to reveal the stone
walls beneath. Once exposed, the
stone walls were repointed inside
and out, including the basement.
During the repointing process,
what was left of wooden beams,
which had been set in the stone-
work, had to be removed and new
beams re-established in the
stonework. Original headers had
(continued on p. 2)
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been sycamore and were replaced
with cedar. Didas credits the
success of this process to the skill
of third-generation stone mason

Sean Padgett and also the extensive
coordination that occurred between

Padgett and the carpenter.

Once repointing was complete,
instead of installing drywall, the
decision was made to leave the
beautiful stone walls exposed in

the interior, which created another

challenge in establishing modern
utilities. The house had had small
gas lights, but it had never had
electricity or plumbing, and heat
had been provided by wood
stoves. This meant there were no
ducts or pipe chases to utilize in
establishing new utilities, and no
drywall to conceal them. Rather
than resort to surface electrical
conduit and junction boxes,
lighting strips were attached to
the exposed ceiling trusses. An
in-floor system provides heat,
and an unobtrusive auxiliary unit
provides air-conditioning.

The house’s new mechanical
systems are housed in the base-
ment, which is accessed through
an exterior hatch. Additional
insulation was added in the
basement beneath the first floor.

The basement had been filled with

debris, and Didas initially thought

the basement had only a dirt floor.

After some digging, the base-
ment’s solid floor was revealed,

long buried beneath several inches

of soil that had washed in the
cellar door over the decades.

A small bathroom and kitchen-

ette were added in one end of the
main floor. Original cabinet doors
were board and batten, and the
kitchenette’s cabinet doors and a
closet door replicate the style of
the originals. One of the original

cabinet doors was saved and hangs

on a wall as a reminder of the
house’s past.
The house is two stories, and

with the renovations, one end was
left open for the full ceiling height.
The opposite end, which is above
the bathroom and kitchenette,
includes an open loft space. Didas
has no specific plans for the loft
but may add a desk and use it as an
office.
In the 19th century, it was
common for a home’s windows
and doors to be manufactured by a
carpenter on site during construc-
tion, resulting in variable sizes,
which was the case for the stone
house. Didas didn’t want to alter
the openings in the stonework to
| accommodate standard, modern
- sizes, so replacement windows
and doors were all custom
- made. He saved one complete
' window he has stored in a barn,
and he also kept a bucket full of
- the old sash weights.
| While work was in progress,
Didas learned how deeply fasci-
- nated Riley Countians have been
with the stone house. He said, “I
o - would be downtown talking to
- somebody, and they honestly
- didn’t even know where Randolph
. was, but they knew where this old
' house was and would say, ‘You
. mean that old house by those
. ponds?” That’s how much of a
- landmark it is.”
- When renovations were com-
- pleted in the fall of 2022, Tuttle
4l | Creek Developers, which uses the

' hold an open house in October

" and invite the curious public to

see the transformation. Didas said

- around 150 people attended the
open house, and he was surprised
by the large turnout and intense
interest in the project. He added
that people still stop from time to
time and ask if they can see the
house.

In the spring, Didas has plans to
spruce up the landscaping and pave
a parking area. Tuttle Creek
Developers doesn’t have any
(continued on p. 3)

Top to bottom, the main office area with two-
story ceiling height, the kitchenette with
bathroom at right, the loft space, and the view
from the loft.
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immediate plans to embark on
another stone house renovation but
hasn’t ruled it out. Didas says the
firm has been asked to look at a
couple of possible projects, and

vision of what the house could be.
Jim Didas says it was a truly neat
project to be part of and added,
“The house is approximately 150
years old, and our goal was to
have it last another 150 years.”

they certainly have the expertise and
the crew to do them.

Not so long ago, turkey buzzards
nested in the abandoned house, and
its future appeared grim. All that has
changed because the owners had a

Lost: The End Comes for an Aggieville Building

ecently, the longstanding

building located at 606 North
12th Street in Aggieville was
demolished. In an article in the
Jan. 14, 2023, edition of The
Manhattan Mercury, the developer
who owns the building indicated it
was demolished to use the space as
a construction staging area for the
multi-million-dollar Midtown
Development project planned for
the parking lot located at 12th and
Laramie Streets (Dome). Now
gone, the building’s Aggieville
roots had run deep, going back a
century to when it was originally
constructed in 1923.

Local residents likely remem-
ber Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, which was
the most recent tenant, and longer
ago, the iconic Hibachi Hut restau-
rant operated in the 12th Street
location for approximately 50
years. Decades before Hibachi
Hut, the building began its long
history as the home of the Gold
Medal Bakery.

The original owner of 606
North 12th Street was Louis W.
Johnsmeyer. Johnsmeyer was a
Riley County native, having grown
up on a farm in Jackson Township
where his ancestors had settled
after emigrating from Germany
(Bisig and Bergsten). In Randolph,
Johnsmeyer operated a lumber
yard, which he sold when he
purchased the Gold Medal Bakery
business from J. C. Dundore in
1921 (“H. Brumm”). The Johns-
meyer family moved to Manhattan,
and at that time, the bakery was
located at 1216 Moro Street. In

addition to the bakery, N "
Johnsmeyer operated a S S
feed store with partner

John Holmstrom, which
was located at Second

and Pierre Streets (“Mr.
and Mrs. Johnsmeyer”).

The 1920s were a
period of growth for
Aggieville, as 31% of
its buildings were con-
structed during the
decade (Spencer and
Spencer). This construction boom
included a new building for the
Gold Medal Bakery. In February
1923, Johnsmeyer announced his
plans to construct a new building of
brick and tile for $4,000 on North
12th Street, which was expected to
take a few months to complete
(“Another building”). The bakery
opened for business in its new
location on June 14, 1923, and it
was described as the first of the
improvements planned for Aggie-
ville to be completed. The bakery
featured all new equipment, a large
oven, a large storeroom that could
hold a carload of flour, a showroom
and salesroom, and the “most
advanced type” of machinery
(“Goldmedal™).

The Gold Medal Bakery
continued to be an Aggieville fixture
for the next 21 years. In 1933,
Johnsmeyer’s daughter, Erna
Johnsmeyer Bisig, assumed the
management duties of the bakery,
and she continued in that role until
the business was sold to Herman B.
Brumm in 1944. Brumm had been
the bakery’s foreman for 15 years

Top, 606 North 12th St. The photo is
courtesy of Spencer Preservation. Bottom,
the empty lot where 606 North 12th St. once
stood.

(“H. Brumm”). Newspaper ads
show Brumm changed the name to
“Brumm’s Bakery” with his
ownership, and the bakery
continued to operate in the
building on North 12th Street
through at least the early 1950s.

By 1958, newspaper ads
indicate the northern section of the
building housed the Snack
Shoppe. The southern portion was
occupied by the Speed Wash
Coin-Operated Laundry, with a
newspaper ad announcing the
laundry service’s grand opening
on May 3, 1960.

The next tenant was the locally
(continued on p. 4)
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renowned Hibachi Hut restaurant. In
1958, John and Margaret Anderson
came to Manhattan while John was
serving in the Army and stationed at
Fort Riley (Howard). The Andersons
opened the Hibachi Hut restaurant in
1959, known for its charcoal grilled
menu items. Originally located at
1112 Moro Street, Hibachi Hut
moved to the Gold Medal Bakery
building on North 12th Street in the
mid-1960s. While the restaurant had
different owners over the years,
Hibachi Hut was a local favorite and
an Aggieville institution until
closing its doors in 2013. Due to its
decades-long history, Hibachi Hut
held the distinction of being
Manhattan’s oldest, continuously
operating restaurant (Wery).

In the mid-1980s, Hibachi Hut’s
owner at the time built an addition to
the south, which became the home
of the Lone Star Café, later renamed
Texas Star (Daugherty). The ad-
dition featured a brick facade and
was similar in style to that of the
1923 portion of the building.

When Hibachi Hut closed in 2013,
Fuzzy’s Taco Shop moved in and
occupied the building until it closed
in 2019. Since then, the building had
been vacant. At the time the taco
shop closed, the Gold Medal Bakery
building was Aggieville’s longest,
continuously occupied structure
(Chuculate).

In the spring of 2017, the city
adopted the Aggieville Community
Vision planning document, which
serves as a guide for short- and long-
term goals, improvements, and
redevelopment opportunities for
Aggieville. One of the identified
goals pertained to historic preser-
vation, noting a desire to preserve
Aggieville’s historic fabric, historic
design characteristics, and iconic
buildings. With the adoption of the
Aggieville Community Vision plan,
a set of actions was recommended to
achieve the goals, which included
conducting a historic resources

survey of Aggie-
ville to identify
significant
cultural re-
sources, to
research and
better document
resources, and to
make a recom-
mendation
regarding a
potential historic

district. The
information gathered by a survey
would help inform future
Aggieville redevelopment and
would also help property owners
pursue historic registry listing for
their individual properties.

To that end, the city applied for
and received a Historic Preser-
vation Fund grant to hire a preser-
vation professional to conduct a
historic survey of Aggieville’s
resources. The city contracted with
Spencer Preservation, and the
survey was completed in the spring
0f 2020. Since then, no Aggieville
buildings have been listed on a
historic register nor has a historic
district been established, although
progress has potentially been
hampered by the pandemic.

Based on the information in
Spencer Preservation’s survey, the
Gold Medal Bakery building
would likely have been considered
a contributing resource to an
Aggieville historic district. While
the existence of a historic district
doesn’t guarantee a building won’t
be demolished, it does make a
demolition request a public process
and subject to review by the
Historic Resources Board, which
also provides the opportunity for
public comment.

The demolition permit for 606
North 12th Street was issued in
November 2022, and the demo-
lition of the century-old Gold
Medal Bakery building proceeded,
forever altering the Aggieville
landscape.

Above, 606 North 12th St. in 1979. The
photo is courtesy of the Riley County
Historical Society and Museum.
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War Orphans and Flour: Helping the World through a Crisis

lightly more than a

century ago, the world
was in the throes of World
War I, and even before the
U. S. entered the war in
April 1917, Americans were
concerned about the impact
the war was having on
Europe’s civilian pop-
ulation. The war was dev-
astating Europe, killing
millions of combatants and
civilians and leaving the
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their gratitude. A year after
the ship carrying Kansas
flour arrived in Belgium,
embellished flour sacks,
which included sacks

.:"g‘ from Manhattan mills,

began making their way
back to Kansas as a special
thank-you from Belgians.
The embroidered sacks
were displayed in store
windows in Topeka and
later donated to the Kansas

()
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countryside in ruin. Families
struggled to secure the essentials of
shelter, clothing, and food. There
were concerns, especially for
Europe’s children, that many would
die of disease, exposure, or starvation,
creating a humanitarian crisis.

As the war dragged on, it left in its
wake millions of destitute children
known as “war orphans.” The
majority of these children weren’t
orphans in the technical sense that
both parents were dead; rather, their
fathers had perished in the war or
were still serving, and their mothers,
who were often starving themselves,
were unable to provide for them.
Using France as an example to il-
lustrate the hardships European
nations were facing, France lost an
estimated 1.3 million service
members in the war and didn’t have
the financial capability to both finance
the war and adequately support the
hundreds of thousands of children
whose fathers had died (O’Donnell).

An early intervention was spear-
headed by Herbert Hoover, future
U. S. president. He had been living in
London when the war started in 1914,
and Hoover, along with other Amer-
ican Londoners, coordinated efforts to
help fellow Americans flee Europe.
Hoover’s actions were noticed, and he
was asked by the U. S.’s ambassador
to England to find a way to help the
civilians starving in Belgium.
Belgium was particularly hit hard
when Germany invaded, and a British
naval blockade also prevented
imports. Hoover formed the Commis-

Above, an embroidered flour sack from the
Manhattan Milling Company for Belgian
relief. The design features the Belgian
government’s coat of arms, the dates 1914-
1915, a French message that translates to
“The union makes the force,” and the
embroiderer’s name, Angele Veltkamp. The
photo is courtesy of kansasmemory.org,
Kansas Historical Society, copy and reuse
restrictions apply.

sion for Relief in Belgium (CRB),
which was recognized as a neutral
organization with diplomatic pro-
tection, and England and Germany
allowed CRB food shipments to
enter Belgium (“The Emergence”).
Kansans rose to the challenge of
helping Belgians. The state exper-
ienced a bumper wheat crop in 1914,
and prices were higher than normal
due to the war. The governor urged
Kansans to share the state’s bounty
with those who were suffering.
Manhattan mills and the mill on
campus provided two carloads of
flour for the effort (“Send flour
soon”). As a state, 50,000 barrels of
flour as well as monetary contri-
butions were donated to the CRB. A
ship with a cargo hold filled with
Kansas flour sailed to Belgium in
Jan. 1915 to provide relief. A Kansas
flag flew from one of the ship’s
masts, and a large banner that said
“Kansas” was displayed on the side
(Kansas Historical Society).

To show their appreciation for the
aid, Belgian women, who were
known for their lace and needle
work, embroidered the flour sacks
with beautiful designs that expressed

Historica
Society).

From Belgium, relief work
extended into northern France, and
Joe T. Marshall of Concordia, KS,
met Hoover when they had both been
in France. When they returned to the
U. S., Hoover wrote to Marshall,
urging him to raise money to help
Belgian children. In early 1917 in
Manhattan, Marshall organized a
series of four performances of music
and drama to raise funds. Man-
hattan’s grade school, high school,
and college students provided
programs, with donations collected to
help Belgian children (“Be Belgian
day”).

Various organizations formed to
aid war orphans, including the
Society for Orphaned French
Children and the Fatherless Children
of France. Many communities
established local branches, and Riley
County had a chairperson who
worked for the Fatherless Children of
France (“Merry Matrons™). Social
clubs and organizations made plans
to “adopt” war orphans, as Amer-
icans were asked to do their part to
help Europe’s children. The state of
Kansas was assigned 10,000 war
orphans to adopt (“Kansas adopts”™),
and Riley County’s quota was 70
orphans (“Merry Matrons”).

“Adoption” meant providing the
funds for clothing and three daily
meals; $36.50 supported an orphan
for a year. The funds were directed to
a larger charitable organization,
(continued on p. 6)

Society (Kansas Historical
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such as the Fatherless Children of
France, which in turn sent regular
payments to the children’s mothers
or guardians (O’Donnell). In return,
sponsors would receive letters and
photographs from the adopted war
orphans, who expressed their
gratitude for their sponsors’ support.

Near the end of 1917, newspaper
notices indicate Manhattan residents
were doing their part to adopt war
orphans. In Dec. 1917, Manhattan
High School’s senior class of 1918
adopted two French war orphans. An
anonymous benefactor donated the
funds so the war orphans could be
adopted immediately (“H.S. senior
class”), and the senior class made
plans to perform a three-act play and
charge admission in the spring of
1918, with the proceeds going
toward reimbursing the benefactor.

Not long after the senior class’
announcement, students at Bluemont
Elementary adopted a war orphan
(“General items”). From there, social
notices in local newspapers show
various groups joined the cause of
adopting war orphans. The Review
Club, the College Social Club, the
Manhattan Grange, and the Merry
Matrons are just a few of the local
groups who committed to adopting
one or more war orphans.

Though hostilities ceased in Nov.
1918, the need for aid didn’t end.
Relief workers in Europe reported
that children appeared years younger
than their actual ages due to
malnutrition (“Underfed”), and
hundreds of French children were
dying each month (“War orphans of
France dying”), which drove home
the point that conditions were still
dire. The U. S. launched a campaign
in Jan. 1919 to raise $30 million for
relief for Armenia and Syria, and
Kansas pledged to contribute
$600,000 in response to the “uni-
versal appeal for help” (“In the Near
East”). Riley County was slow to
select a chair to coordinate the drive
and get the ball rolling, but once it
did, Riley Countians were generous
in contributing the suggested $5

donation (“Changes drive
plans”). While the state strug-
gled to achieve its ambitious
goal, the City of Manhattan
exceeded its quota of $6,500 by
$500, and a number of town-
ships also exceeded their goals,
putting the county over the top
of what it had been asked to
raise (“Drive progresses”).
Local relief efforts continued
into the 1920s. In 1921, the
Auxiliary of the Pearce-Keller
American Legion Post 17 in
Manhattan (Capt. Willis Pearce
and Lt. Clede Keller were local
men killed in World War I) sold [§
red silk poppies for French
relief. The American Legion
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had selected the red poppy as the
official memorial flower, and French
women and children dedicated
several weeks to making the poppies
to be sold in the U. S. (“A story with
a moral”’) Through the sale of the
poppies, the Auxiliary raised $350 to
benefit French war orphans
(“American Legion Auxiliary”).

Some organizations and clubs
elected to extend their support of the
adopted war orphans for additional
years. The local Woman’s Relief
Corps adopted a French war orphan
in honor of one of their members who
had died. Possibly an indication that
things were improving, the orphan
adopted by the Woman’s Relief
Corps required a mere $10 instead of
the $36.50 previously needed to
adopt a war orphan. The $10
supported the war orphan until the
next harvest (“Adopt French war
orphan”).

Americans weren’t only con-
cerned about Europe’s destitute
families, and many were also worried
about the future of the nation’s own
war orphans. Approximately 117,000
Americans had been killed in the war,
and the American Legion estimated
there were 5,000 American war
orphans not receiving proper care.
The concern was the number would
increase to 35,000 war orphans in a
few years. George A. Withers from
Clay Center, KS, was appointed to

Above, an ad for a play sponsored by the
Manhattan High School class of 1918 to raise
funds to adopt two French war orphans. The
ad is from the May 13, 1918, edition of The
Manhattan Mercury.

chair a national American Legion
committee to study the situation.

The American Legion’s vision
was to provide financial support to
mothers or to place children in
cottages where they would be cared
for by women (“Legion considers
care”). In May 1924, the American
Legion accepted the donation of a
farm between Independence and
Coffeyville, KS, where a regional
facility comprised of several cottages
would be built. Mothers of war
orphans would be employed to care
for the children at the facility
(“Dedicate Legion”).

To aid the construction of the
facility, Kansas’ governor pro-
claimed Sunday, May 25, 1924, as
“War Orphans’ Day” to kick off a
campaign to raise $100,000 for the
facility. The governor’s proclamation
stated, “. . . the state owes a sacred
duty to cherish and protect its war
orphans” (“Governor Davis”). The
local Auxiliary of the American
Legion again sold poppies, and
within a few weeks had raised $600
in support of the facility for war
orphans. The campaign successfully
(continued on p. 7)
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Sexton’s House Tour

On Jan. 31, M/RCPA members
were provided with a tour of Sunset
Cemetery’s sexton’s house located
at 2000 Leavenworth Street. Though
in need of some sprucing up, the
house appeared to be solid and in
good condition.

Master plans are in development
for both Sunset and Sunrise Cem-
eteries, and the City Commission
discussed the
possibility of
selling the
sexton’s house
and adjacent
shops to
finance the
construction
of new shops.

photos
‘are of the
sexton

' house’s

| interior.

All three

Manbhattan/Riley County
Preservation Alliance
Linda Glasgow, President
P. O. Box 1893
Manbhattan, KS 66505

E-mail: mrcpanewsletter@gmail.com
Website:
Wwww.preservemanhattan.org

The Board of Directors meets the
second Thursday of the month via
Zoom. Members are welcome to
participate in board meetings. Contact
the M/RCPA if you would like to
participate in a board meeting.

Newsletter editor: Kathy Dzewaltowski

All the articles in the February
2023 newsletter were written by
Kathy Dzewaltowski.

(continued from p. 6)

raised the needed $100,000, and
ground was broken for the American
Legion’s war orphan facility in 1925
(“Ground will be broken”).

The U. S.’s aid to Europe largely
occurred between 1914 and 1923.
During those years, an estimated $6
billion of food and supplies were sent
to suffering European nations, and
this aid fed and clothed millions of
people, many of whom were children.
By 1923, many international char-
itable efforts were winding down.
Social notices in newspapers indicate
local efforts had primarily shifted to
focusing on the needs of American
veterans and children.

By 1928, much of France had been
rebuilt, though ruins still dotted the
landscape, and France was able to
invest $500 million supporting its
veterans and war orphans (“France
finishes™).

Due to his work with the Com-
mission for Relief in Belgium,
Herbert Hoover gained global
notoriety. He went on to lead the
U. S.’s Food Administration, which
was a special wartime agency
intended to encourage Americans to
conserve, and he later headed the
American Relief Administration,
which provided post-war relief to
Europe. Hoover became known as the
“Master of Emergencies” and was
elected U. S. president in 1928 (“The
Emergence”).

This period during World War I
and its aftermath helped to establish
the U. S. as a leader in providing
humanitarian aid (“The Emer-

gence”), and Kansans and Riley
Countians had had a role in achieving
this recognition. Kansans stepped
forward and made monetary contri-
butions, donated food and supplies,
and adopted the world’s war orphans.
These selfless actions ensured those
who were suffering due to the
hardships of war survived these
difficult years and didn’t vanish from
the earth.

World Day for War Orphans,
which was created by the French
organization SOS Enfants en
Detresses, is observed each year on
Jan. 6.
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