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Proposed Local Historic District for Hunting Ave.

Written by Kathy Dzewaltowski

During the November 2020
meeting of Manhattan’s Historic
Resources Board (HRB), the
board held a work session to
discuss the possible creation of
a local historic district in the
2000 block of Hunting Avenue.
Residents of the neighborhood
expressed interest in exploring
options and were looking for

roofs, little ornamentation,
ample windows, open floor
plans that invited the outdoors
in, and a futuristic aesthetic.
The properties in the proposed
district exemplify the Mid-
Century Modern style and also
Manhattan’s period of growth
following World War II.

A number of the homes
exhibit high architectural style
that represents the work of a

input and guidance from the HRB.
In 2011, the HRB adopted an
Action Plan, which identified the
need for a survey of the neighbor-
hood and also identified the
possibility of establishing a historic
district in the area around Lee
Elementary School. Creating a
historic district would implement
one of the goals previously
outlined by the HRB.

Historic districts are comprised
of a concentration of historic
buildings, structures, sites, and/or
objects which share historic or
aesthetic features or are united by
physical development. In some
instances, individual properties
within a historic district may not
have particular historic, archi-
tectural, archaeological, or
engineering distinction on their
own, but when considered as a
collection, the properties have
cultural significance. Historic
districts also have defined
boundaries.

The area near Lee Elementary
School began to be developed in
the 1940s. Following World War
I1, the neighborhood developed

Above, 2020 Hunting Avenue.

more rapidly as the nation
experienced an increased demand
for housing. Millions of service
members returned from overseas
and needed housing. Thousands of
veterans came to Manhattan to
attend Kansas State through the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act,
commonly known as the “G. 1.
Bill,” which strained Manhattan’s
ability to provide housing. In
addition, Kansas State hired more
faculty to deal with the increased
enrollment, creating even more
demand for housing in Manhattan.
The majority of the homes in the
proposed district were constructed
during the post-war years when
demand for housing was high. The
11 properties within the boundaries
of the proposed historic district
were built between the years 1951
and 1977. The dominant style of
architecture during those years was
Mid-Century Modern. Mid-Century
Modern architecture is character-
ized by strong horizontal and
vertical lines, low-pitched or flat

master, and one of the homes with
high architectural style is located at
2023 Hunting Avenue. The home
was designed by architect G. Alden
Krider, who was an architecture
faculty member at Kansas State,
and he also had a private practice.
In addition, Krider was a talented
painter, and a mural he created in
the 1930s for the National Youth
Administration, which was a New
Deal program, is on display at the
Franklin Roosevelt Presidential
Library (“G. Alden Krider”). The
original owners were Case and
Marie Bonebrake, and Case served
for many years as the director of
Kansas State’s physical plant.

A short notice in the Feb. 1,
1959, edition of The Manhattan
Mercury indicates the Bonebrakes’
home was featured in the February
1959 issue of the Ladies” Home
Journal magazine for its design.
The article about the home was the
magazine’s first full-color treat-
ment of the “house of the month.”
The split-level house was described
as having many well-planned
activity spaces with restful
(continued on pg. 2)
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simplicity and attractive land-
scaping.

An earlier article about the
house in a 1958 Mercury high-
lighted more of the unique
features of the home. Through-
out the interior, walls were
covered with mahogany
paneling. A brick fireplace .
separated the living room from
the dining room. The house
featured a built-in television
and a Herman Miller buftet.
The kitchen included birch
cabinets and a built-in brick
planter where the Bonebrakes
grew their own avocados and
lemons. The master bedroom
included a connected bathroom
and a special lighting panel that
controlled nine lights in the
house. With one flip of a switch,
all nine lights could be turned
off at bedtime (Strah).

Another architecturally
interesting home in the
proposed historic district is
located at 2020 Hunting

Avenue. The home is believed

to have been designed by William
and Patricia Eidson, a prominent
local husband and wife architect-
tural team. Their firm, the
Eidsons--Architects, designed
many well-known Manhattan
buildings, including the
Manhattan Public Library, the
First Lutheran Church, the Riley
County Seniors’ Service Center,
the International Student Center
on the Kansas State campus, and
the Manhattan Housing Authority
Apartment Towers building at
Fifth and Leavenworth Streets
(O’Brien 80-81). The Eidsons’
style is characterized by the use of
limestone, strong horizontal lines,
and walls of glass. The home at
2020 Hunting Avenue exemplifies
all of the characteristics of the
Eidsons’ style.

Included within the boundaries
of the proposed historic district is

Top to bottom, 2023 Hunting Ave., 2008
Hunting Ave., 2048 Hunting Ave., and the
Acacia fraternity at 2005 Hunting Ave.

the Acacia fraternity, located at
2005 Hunting Avenue. During
Manhattan’s post-war years, many
fraternities and sororities built
larger chapter houses or built
additions to their existing houses,
and the Acacia house is an example
of this trend.

The Acacia house was designed
by architect William Caton from
Winfield, KS, who was a Kansas

State alumnus and an
Acacian. A veteran of World
War [, many of Caton’s
designs demonstrate an
interest in English country
homes, which he was
exposed to while serving in
Europe, but he was also
known for Art Deco and
other modern architectural
. styles. Characteristics of his
style include the use of brick
and rough-cut limestone,
lowering the eave line to eye
level, and exposed masonry
in the interior.

Completed in 1956, the
Acacia house features red
brick, a sloping roof, and
haydite blocks on interior
walls that were painted by
chapter members (“Acacia”).
Haydite is an aggregate made
of clay, slate, and shale, which
makes it strong and also light-
weight.

The home at 2008 Hunting
Avenue is yet another repre-
sentative example of the work
of a master. T. K. Blair is
credited as being the home’s
architect. Blair served in the
Navy during World War II and
then studied architecture at
Kansas State in the 1950s,
which likely means he attended
Kansas State via the G. L. Bill.

L—— Later, he moved to Wichita, KS,

where he established an archi-

tectural firm (Norman).
Jay and Nadine Banks, who

are the current owners of 2008
Hunting Avenue, say their home
has many design details that make
the home unique. While the exterior
appears to be a typical, modest
ranch, the interior is more repre-
sentative of the Atomic Ranch
style. The interior features large
banks of windows, a mix of
materials, and an open floor plan,
which was a new concept in the
1950s. The interior also includes an
(continued on pg. 3)
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original Despar low-voltage
lighting system, subfloor heating
in the walk-out basement, floating
free-form concrete hearths, and a
variety of natural materials.

According to the Banks,
visitors to their home are struck by
their front door’s centered
doorknob. Another interesting
feature is the hidden compartment
in the entry hall that serves as a
record player cabinet, allowing
music to be played from the
speakers housed within the living
room’s built-in shelving. One of
the home’s most striking features
is the living room’s ceiling, which
is covered with alternating tiles of
Weldtex combed, striated
plywood, which casts a warm and
inviting glow in the evening. As
Jay said when he spoke to the
HRB in support of a historic
district, “These are the cool
features that you don’t see
anywhere else that we want to
make sure are maintained.”

In addition to the homes
featured here, the majority of the
homes in the proposed historic
district are largely unaltered from
when they were originally
constructed, and all but two of the
homes have their original exterior
wood siding. All of the homes

include one or more innovative
features, which is a reflection
of American society’s interest
in new technologies during the
post-war years.

Rex Fowles and Colene
Lind are the current owners of
2048 Hunting Avenue, and
Colene says the neighbors are
very excited about the

prospect of establishing a
historic district. She said, “In
terms of our motivations [for the
historic district], we just love our
homes, and we all feel so lucky to
have found them. We would love to
be able to share that with other
people in our community.”

Local historic registry listing
doesn’t come with any financial
benefits, such as rehabilitation tax
credits or grant opportunities, which
are available to properties on the
state or national registers. However,
a local historic district can be
established much quicker, requiring
only the adoption of a local
ordinance to recognize the district.
The residents plan to start with local
listing and may consider listing the
historic district on the state or
national registers in the future.
Colene says residents’ interest in a
historic district is primarily for
historic preservation. She says,
“Local designation is worth it, even

Above, the living room of 2008 Hunting
Ave., which features a wall of windows, a
floating hearth, a mix of materials, and a
Weldtex tile ceiling. The photo is courtesy of
Jay and Nadine Banks.

though it doesn’t come with
benefits like tax credits.” During the
November HRB meeting, other
homeowners who spoke also
indicated a desire to raise the
community’s awareness and
appreciation of the Mid-Century
Modern style of architecture.

HRB members were supportive
of a local historic district and
encouraged residents to move
forward with their research.
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Master Craftsman: The Legacy of Charles Howell

Written by Allana Parker

The Flint Hills region is
commonly known for its beautiful
limestone architecture. One of
Manhattan’s most prolific and
skilled early stonemasons, Charles
Alfred Howell, contributed to the
local landscape.

Charles Howell was born to
J. M. T. (Jerry) and Frances C.
Howell near Knoxville, Tennessee,

on November 5, 1881. The
Howells had a total of nine
children: Minnie, Mayme, Charles,
Jennie, Clarence, Louis, Fred,
Frank, and George. Jerry and
Frances, who were formerly

enslaved, left Tennessee for Kansas

when Charles was just three years
old. Upon making their new home
in Manhattan, the Howell family
became well-known, as Charles’
father served as Constable on the

Manhattan City Council in 1895
and worked as a stonemason. The
Howells were also active members
of the African Methodist Episcopal
(A.M.E.) Church. Charles’ sister,
Minnie Howell Champe, was the
first female African American
graduate of Kansas State
Agricultural College (KSAC) in
1901. She later worked as a
teacher, professor of domestic
(continued on pg. 4)
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science, and served as the director
of the Douglass Center.

Charles appeared to do well in
school at a young age, as he was
often listed in the local Manhattan
newspapers’ “Roll of Honor” for
perfect punctuality and attendance
in his classes. At a young age, he
began following in his father’s
footsteps, learning the trade of
stonemasonry.

One of Charles’ earliest
projects included a contract with
the Manhattan City Council for
laying of the vitrified brick
sidewalk on Moro Street in 1901.
Dr. John Daniel Walters, founder
of the KSAC architecture
program, had recommended
Charles for the job. Three years
later, Charles received the
contract to lay the curbing on both
sides of Houston Street that
stretched from the Union Pacific
rail yards west to 9th Street.

In 1906, Charles married
Addie Villa Gordon at the Second
M. E. Church in Wamego. As
reported in The Manhattan
Nationalist, the bride wore “white
China silk with lace trimmings
and a white hat” and “carried a
large bouquet of bridesroses... the
groom and best man wore the
conventional black.” Charles’
sister, Minnie, served as a
bridesmaid and “wore silk
mouslaine with white trimmings,
white hat, and carried a bouquet
of pink and white roses.” Upon
their return to Manhattan, Minnie
presented the couple with a
reception at Charles’ mother’s
home with more than 100 guests
in attendance. The couple then
moved into the residence at 618
Yuma Street, which still stands
today.

Many of Charles’ stonework
projects can still be found in our
community. One of his most
notable projects included the
Memorial Gateway at Sunset

Cemetery.

In January 1917, the
Manhattan City Commission
granted the Women’s Relief
Corps (WRC) of the Grand
Army of the Republic (GAR)
permission to construct a
memorial gateway at the
entrance of Sunset Cemetery.

The gateway project,
dedicated to the Riley County
Union soldiers who served
during the Civil War, was

led by Cora May Deputy.

Cora recalled in The
Manhattan Mercury from

July 17, 1934, “Before 1917,
the cemetery entrance . . . was
only two broken down wooden
gates. The roads were muddy
when it rained and sometimes
four horses were needed to pull
the hearse to the gravesite.”
According to Cora, before the idea
of a cemetery gate was developed,
the WRC had plans to erect a
monument in honor of GAR soldiers
on the Riley County Courthouse’s
lawn. However, Cora received a
postcard from her husband of an
attractive cemetery gateway in
Washington, D. C., giving her the
idea for the gateway at Sunset
Cemetery instead.

With the completion of Arthur E.
Fairman’s gateway blueprint, which
included a covered seating area, the
WRC opened the project for bids.
Four contractors submitted bids for
the venture, and Charles Howell was
selected. According to Cora’s
recollections, a couple of women
within the WRC objected to letting
the contract to an African American
man. A majority of the women,
however, argued that the Civil War
was fought for freedom and
equality, and that Charles was the
man for the job. Upon completion of
the cemetery gateway, a dedication
service was held on Decoration Day,
May 17, 1917. Hundreds of
Manbhattan residents attended the
event. Today, the inscription on the

Top, the Memorial Gateway at Sunset
Cemetery. Middle, the Kaw Blue Masonic
Lodge. Bottom, the brick sidewalk on Moro
Street.

gateway still reads, “In Memory of
Our Union Soldiers, 1861 — 1865.
Erected by the Women’s Relief
Corps and Citizens, 1917.” It also
stands as an example of Charles
Howell’s craftsmanship.

Another extensive project
undertaken by Charles was the
quarrying and cutting of all the
stone used to erect the First
Presbyterian Church. The first
chapel for the First Presbyterian
(continued on pg. 5)
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Church was built in 1870 on the
corner of Poyntz Avenue and Fifth
Street. With the continued growth
of the congregation, reaching over
500 members by the 1910s, the
church leadership began planning
for the construction of a new
building. The cornerstone for the
new church was laid at Eighth and
Leavenworth Streets in 1915.
Charles was contracted to quarry
and cut all of the native limestone
used in the building’s construc-
tion. The new Presbyterian church
was completed at a cost of
$45,000 with a formal dedication
held on Dec. 31, 1916. The
Manhattan Republic reported that
“no expense was spared in the
construction and the Presbyterians
and contractors who built the new
church are to be complimented on
so beautiful an addition to the
public buildings of Manhattan.”
Furthermore, The Manhattan
Mercury reported on December
30, 1916, that the “new
Presbyterian church had been
inspected by architects and
authorities on church buildings
and, is by all, pronounced a model
structure.”

In 1917, a new building for the
Shepard Chapel M. E. Church was
constructed at 930 Yuma Street.
Congregation members who
donated their time to lay the
stonework naturally included
Charles Howell. According to
Geraldine Baker Walton, it is said
that Charles used his team of
horses to dig out the basement.
This building is still in use today
by the Kaw Blue Masonic Lodge,
#107.

Starting in 1922, Charles led
the stonework construction for the
west wing addition to the
Agricultural Building at KSAC,
better known today as Waters
Hall. Once completed in 1923, the
new wing on Waters Hall hosted
the department of dairy and

poultry husbandry and
agricultural economics,
complete with an ice
cream and three dairy
research laboratories. On
March 30, 1923, a photo-
graph of the local
Manhattan stonecutters
who were working on the
west wing of Waters Hall
was featured in the 1923
issue of the Stonecutters
Journal. Standing on the
far left in this photograph
is Charles Howell.

To further showcase his
talents, Charles participated
in an “Industrial Show”
held in Manhattan in March
of 1926. The tradeshow
boasted approximately 60
local firms which repre-
sented themselves with
exhibit booths. Charles’
booth included a miniature
driveway and garage with
crushed rock, a corner-
stone, and an elaborate
display of fine cut stone.

In 1932, Charles
returned to Sunset
Cemetery once again for

work. With the use of public funds
through the Works Progress
Administration (WPA), the city
decided to replace the original 1869
stone wall which enclosed the
cemetery. Charles was hired for this
task, removing the old stone wall
and building a new one surrounding
all but the north and west sides of
the 45 acres included in the
cemetery.

Other stonework projects
undertaken by Charles Howell in
Manhattan include the foundation
on the Lyda-Jean Apartments at 501
Houston Street in 1930 and the
quarrying of stone used in the
construction of Griffith Stadium,
which was a WPA funded baseball
project, completed in 1936. Charles
once again utilized the distinctive
design of trapezoidal and triangular

Top, a photo from the 1923 Stonecutters
Journal, with Charles Howell at far left. The
photo is courtesy of the Univ. of Wisconsin.
Middle, Charles Howell’s home at 1001
Colorado St. Bottom, Griffith Field in 1942.
The photo is courtesy of the Riley County
Historical Society and Museum.

shaped stones used in the Sunset
Cemetery wall to define the
stonework of the stadium.

In 1936, Charles received a
permit to construct a one-story
house located at 1001 Colorado
Street to use as his personal
residence. The Howell home still
stands today.

The Manhattan Mercury
reported on January 14, 1939, that
three Riley County houses were
awarded as prize winners in the
(continued on pg. 6)
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Kansas Power and Light
Company’s home building contest.
One of the Riley County residences
that received this award was the
C. O. Grandfield house at 1806
Laramie Street. Completed in
August of 1937, photographs of the
exterior and interior of the prize-
winning house were featured in
The Manhattan Mercury. The
article touted the stonework on the
front of the house, furnished by
Charles Howell. This home still
stands today.

Charles Howell passed away in

1942 and is interred with his family
at Sunset Cemetery in Manhattan.
The craftsmanship of his many
stonework projects remains visible
in the Manhattan community today
as a reminder of his legacy.
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Aggieville Parking Garage Construction Begins

Written by Kathy Dzewaltowski

Adopted in 2017, the Aggieville
Community Vision Plan identified
priorities for the historic Aggieville
commercial area, and one of those
priorities was the addition of a
parking structure.

To increase the amount of
available parking, a parking
garage, costing $13.8 million, was
proposed for the space immediately
south of Rally House on the
northwest corner of North
Manhattan Avenue and Laramie
Street. The funding source for the
parking garage is the Aggieville
Tax Increment Finance district.

When completed, the parking
structure will have five decks,
approximately 450 spaces, and will
be 53 ft. tall. The design includes
two tall vertical glass sections on
the northeast and southwest
corners where stairs and an
elevator will be housed. The
vertical glass sections will be 65 ft.
tall, and the adjacent Rally House
building is approximately 30 ft. tall
in comparison.

During the Dec. 1, 2020, City
Commission meeting, commis-
sioners were presented with details
about the parking structure’s

design and the contractor’s
guaranteed maximum price.
The parking structure’s first
two levels will feature brick,
and the upper levels will be
limestone-colored concrete
with a bit of a relief pattern to
provide subtle shape and
shadow. The ground level will

incorporate 8,000 sq. ft. of
commercial space on the sides that
face North Manhattan Avenue and
Laramie Street.

There will be an alley between
the parking structure and the Rally
House building. The alley will have
a roof structure made of a poly-
carbonate material, which will
provide protection from the
weather, bring the vertical scale of
the alley down to a pedestrian level,
and also prevent objects falling
from the parking garage into the
alley. The alley roof structure will
be multi-colored for a “wow” factor
and will include LED lighting. One
wall of the alley will include a
panel that will incorporate historic
and modern images of Aggieville as
well as LED lighting.

To break up the large expanse of
the upper levels’ blank walls,
commissioners were presented with
two options to consider: a trellis

Above, the Aggieville parking garage under
construction.

and a kinetic wall panel. Both the
trellis and the kinetic wall panel
would be located on the southeast
corner if they were to be added to
the project. The trellis would
provide a structure for climbing
plants. The kinetic wall panel
would feature small metal cards
that would move in the wind and
create visual interest.

Commissioners were concerned
about the costs. The price tag for
the trellis was $57,628, and
$142,901 for the kinetic wall
panel. Commissioner Mark
Hatesohl said he liked the trellis,
but he didn’t think the kinetic
panel was worth the expense.
Commissioner Linda Morse
preferred the trellis over the kinetic
(continued on pg. 7)
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. panel, noting the trellis would with trellises; namely, that they
2021 Preservation provide a way to introduce natural don’t look nice in winter.
Awards materials. Commissioner Morse Commissioners authorized the
The M/RCPA will hold the thought a kinetic panel would be guaranteed maximum price of
Historic Preservation Building nice, but the current proposal $13.8 million with McCown
Awards later this spring, which limited the use of a panel to only Gordon Construction for
will likely be a virtual event. The the southeast corner, unlike earlier construction of the parking
awards honor outstanding proposals that applied kinetic structure. Commissioners
buildings, architects, contractors, panels to the entire east side. She provided feedback to city
and owners who have enhanced suggested working with a Kansas administration about the trellis and
preservation and our community State design class to develop a kinetic panel options, but no
with their projects. There are more economical option. formal action was taken.
several categories of recognition, Commissioner Wynn Butler didn’t A groundbreaking for the
and properties may be com- favor either option, saying, “We parking structure occurred on Dec.
mercial, private, or pubhgly . have to remember we don’t have 11, 2020, and construction is
DL a nd. iy el LS 0 unlimited funds here.” He thought currently underway. Construction
or exterior Improvements or el frills and extras should be removed  is anticipated to continue through
The M/RCPA also recognizes new . .. . . .
infill construction that is com- from the project. Commissioner 2021, with completion occurring
Aaron Eastabrook agreed and near the end of the year.

patible and sensitive to its
surrounding neighborhood.
Eligible projects need to have
been completed in the past two
years and must be located in Riley
County or Manhattan’s city limits
(i.e. a project may be in the Pott
Co. portion of Manhattan’s city .
limits). If you would like to Communlty House Update
nominate a project to be
considered for a Historic

noted there are seasonal problems

Preservation Building Award, During the Historic Resources to determine whether there is “no
contact the M/RCPA at Board’s (HRB) Nov. 2020 meeting, feasible and prudent alternative to
mrepanewsletter@gmail.com, or board members were presented with  the proposal and that the program
Kathy Dzewaltowski at 785-341- a revision to the final plan of the includes all possible planning to
3747. The deadline for Community House’s renovation minimize harm” to the historic
nominations is March 1, 2021. project. The proposed revision Community House.
involved building a 1,500 sq. ft. The appeal had been
apartment with 12 ft. high walls and  tentatively scheduled for
Manhattan/Riley County a hard sur.face ceiling inside the discussion on Dec. 15, 2020, and
Preservation Alliance Community House’s open gym at the request of the developer,
Linda Glasgow, President space. The HRB discussed the plans  had been rescheduled for Jan. 5,
P. O. Box 1893 for the proposed apartment and 2021. Again, at the request of the
Manhattan, KS 66505 unanimously determined that the developer, the appeal has been
E-mail: mrcpanewsletter@gmail.com  Plans didn’t meeting the U.S. Sec. delayed and is slated to be
Website: of the Interior’s Standards for the rescheduled. At the time of
www.preservemanhattan.org Treatment of Historic Properties, publication of the February
which means the project can’t move  newsletter, a date for the
The Board of Directors meets the forward. The M/RCPA concurs discussion of the appeal has not
second Thursday of the month via . , . .
Zoom. Members are welcome fo with the HRB’s findings. . been determined.
participate in board meetings. Contact The developer sought relief from To learn more about the
the M/RCPA if you would like to the HRB’s findings and filed an proposed revision to the
participate in a board meeting. appeal, which would go to the City renovation project, see the
Commission for discussion at some  M/RCPA’s December 2020
Newsletter editor: Kathy Dzewaltowski point. As defined by Kansas statute, = newsletter, which can be found at

the commissioners’ task would be www.preservemanhattan.org.
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