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when the area was “down
zoned” to the current two-
family residential district
with a traditional neigh-
borhood overlay.

Cattell said it would take
18 to 24 months to complete
the comprehensive plan,
and suggested commis-
sioners wait to determine
what the zoning should be
for the entire block, rather
than “piecemeal zoning”
the area. 

But commissioner Wynn
Butler said he did not want
everything to “sit in limbo”
for the next two years. 

Linda Weis, who sold the
property at 1021 Thurston
to its current owner, said
she supported the new
owners building a complex
because the current house
“is not only vacant, but has
all kinds of critters and
creatures living in it.”

John Pence, a property
owner on Thurston, said he
wanted the commission to
consider the entire block
rather than one owner’s

property in order to allow
other property owners to
create more profitable
properties through equal
zoning. 

Seth Child-Ft. Riley
Boulevard

Commissioners decided
to wait on moving forward
with the interchange
redesign for Fort Riley
Boulevard and Seth Child
Road.

They told city engineer
Rob Ott they preferred to
package the design of the
Wildcat Creek Bridge on
Fort Riley Boulevard east
of the interchange and a
design for the Rosencut-
ter/Richards Drive inter-
section with the proposed
design of the interchange.
Ott said the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation
wants to redesign the
bridge because the lowest
girder had debris collect-
ing on it from the water lev-
els in Wildcat Creek. He
said KDOT wants the
bridge to last at least 75
years, and city staff is work-

ing with KDOT to deter-
mine how wide that bridge
should be to accommodate
future traffic conditions. 

Ott said he would dis-
cuss the packaging of the
three projects into one and
having them all built in
2017, when the bridge pro-
ject is slated to begin. He
said he thought KDOT
would be receptive to the
idea because that is what
happened this year with
the redesign of the Leaven-
worth and Tuttle Creek
Boulevard, and the US-24
and Mall entrance inter-
sections. He said those two
intersections will be bid
together in the spring even
though the mall entrance
was supposed to be bid and
completed this fall. The
city asked KDOT to delay
the grant for the mall inter-
section until next year and
combine it with the Leav-
enworth funding. 

Also Tuesday, commis-
sioners unanimously
approved construction of a
convenience store and car
wash in Heritage Square
on U.S. Highway 24. 
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Commission allows
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Commissioners infor-
mally agreed Monday to
reconsider plans for
remodeling the Peace
Memorial Auditorium.

The decision to recon-
sider a 4-1 June Commis-
sion vote to move ahead
with the remodeling came
during discussions preced-
ing Tuesday’s City Commis-
sion meeting. The remod-
eling has been on hold
since the Historic
Resources Board suggest-
ed the commission study
alternatives that would
leave the stage intact
rather than removing it and
installing more basketball
courts. A small group of
local residents has con-
tended that removal of the
stage would compromise a
feature of the facility origi-
nally intended as a memor-
ial to World War II veter-
ans.

The reconsideration is
expected to take place dur-
ing the Sept. 3 legislative
meeting. Mayor John Matta
said it was better to bring it

before the commission
during the legislative
meeting because that
would allow commission-
ers to take action.  Commis-
sioner Karen McCulloh
said she also wanted to give
more time for the public to
comment.

Other items discussed
during the pre-meeting
included the water conser-
vation ordinance and con-
struction on Poyntz and
Bluemont Avenues.

City manager Ron Fehr
asked commissioners
whether they wanted to
allow the court system to
handle violators of the con-
servation ordinance, or set
a secondary rate structure.
City Attorney Bill Ray-
mond said if the mayor
declared a water emer-
gency, the city would shift
to a different rate structure
where higher rates would
be imposed if water con-
sumers used more water
than was allowed by the
ordinance. The court sys-
tem would be involved if a
person watered their yard
during a time when doing
so was prohibited. If com-

missions chose to not allow
the courts to determine
penalties, the commission
would need to give city staff
guidance as to how that
penalty should be struc-
tured. 

Fehr said historically,
the ordinance allowed the
courts to determine penal-
ties. Commissioners
agreed to leave that por-
tion of the ordinance as it
was written.

Dale Houdeshell, direc-
tor of public works, gave
commissioners an update
on the Poyntz and Blue-
mont Avenue construction
projects. He said rain has
caused both projects to fall
behind, the downtown pro-
ject only by a couple of days
but the Bluemont project
by more. He said they had
hoped to have the business
access finished before
school starts, but that does
not look like it will happen.
He said the plan has always
been to complete the full
Bluemont project by late
fall. Poyntz Avenue con-
struction is still scheduled
to be done by the end of
October.

Commission to reconsider
plan for Peace auditorium

tan Arts Center and Wolf
House Museum from the
General Fund, which is
supported by property tax,
to the Economic Develop-
ment Fund, which is sup-
ported by sales tax. City
manager Ron Fehr said
staff also switched airport
funds to economic devel-
opment because they more
closely fit the definition of
economic development. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s
approved those moves 4-1,
with Usha Reddi opposing,
the move. Reddi said the
art center and museum
funds did not fit the defini-
tion of economic develop-
ment.

The second approved
amendment gave ATA Bus
a 1.7 percent increase over
last year’s budget rather
than the 5.2 percent the
agency had requested. For
2013, the previous commis-

sion had approved $52,138
funding for ATA Bus. The
agency requested $54,882
for 2014, but the commis-
sion’s action reduced that
amount to $53,024. Butler
said he did not agree with
giving ATA Bus a larger
increase when all other
budgets within the city
were only getting 1.7 per-
cent. 

He also attempted to
reduce funding increases
for city-supported social
service agencies to 1.7 per-
cent, but that effort failed
on a 3-2 vote, with Mayor
John Matta supporting But-
ler.

The third amendment
that was approved commit-
ted all savings created by
the previously approved
amendment to road and
bridge projects because
city staff had previously
told city commissioners
the roads and bridge main-
tenance has a $4 million

deficit. 
Butler said while the

$50,000 savings did not put
a huge dent in the $4 mil-
lion shortfall, it was better
than nothing.  

The second of the failed
amendments would have
deferred the hiring of a
training officer for the fire
department to allow the
purchase of a new fire
truck. 

Butler withdrew the
amendment when Fire
Chief Scott French told
commissioners the fire
truck would replace an
older reserve truck the
department only used dur-
ing major emergencies. In
addition, the new truck
would be put on the “front
line” and one of the older
trucks would be moved to
the reserve unit, where the
department has two trucks
currently.  That motion
failed 3-2 with Butler and
Matta in support.
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City approves $131M budget

ary.
Obama, traveling in Cali-

fornia, said in an interview
Tuesday that he was “disap-
pointed” by Russia’s deci-
sion to grant Snowden asy-
lum for one year. He said
that decision indicates the
“underlying challenges”
the U.S. faces in dealing
with Moscow.

“There have been times
where they slip back into
Cold War thinking and a
Cold War mentality,”
Obama said in an interview
on NBC’s “The Tonight

Show.”
In Moscow, the Kremlin

on Wednesday voiced its
own disappointment with
the decision but said Russia
remains ready to work with
the United States on a vari-
ety of issues. Putin’s foreign
affairs adviser, Yuri
Ushakov, told reporters the
American decision reflect-
ed a U.S. inability to devel-
op relations with Moscow
on an “equal basis.” At the
same time, he said the invi-
tation to Obama to visit
Moscow next month still
stands.

“This decision is clearly

linked to the situation with
former agent of U.S. special
services (Edward) Snow-
den, which hasn’t been cre-
ated by us,” Ushakov said.

White House deputy
national security adviser
Ben Rhodes said Russia’s
decision last week to defy
the U.S. and grant Snowden
temporary asylum exacer-
bated an already troubled
relationship. And with few
signs that progress would
be made during the Moscow
summit on other agenda
items, Rhodes said the pres-
ident decided to cancel the
talks.

from al-Qaida’s branch,
which is considered the
most active of the terrorist
network.

Security officials and
residents said early
Wednesday that a suspect-
ed U.S. drone strike killed
seven suspected al-Qaida
militants in southern
Yemen, the fifth such
attack in the country in less
than two weeks.

Yemen has emerged as
the focus of a feared attack
that has led the U.S. to shut
down temporarily 19 diplo-
matic posts in the Middle
East and Africa. American
and British workers from
embassies in Yemen’s capi-
tal of Sanaa also have been
evacuated.

Washington has been
backing a campaign by
Yemen’s military to uproot
al-Qaida militants and
their radical allies who
had taken over a string of
southern cities and towns.
The militants have largely
been driven into the moun-
tains and countryside, and
Yemeni intelligence offi-
cials say the current threat
may be retaliation for that
offensive.

A U.S. intelligence offi-
cial and a Mideast diplo-
mat told the AP that the clo-
sures were triggered by the
interception of a secret
message between al-Qaida
chief Ayman al-Zawahri
and Nasser al-Wahishi, the
leader of the Yemen-based
al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula, about plans for
a major attack.

The drone strike killed
the militants in Shabwa
province, setting two vehi-
cles on fire, security offi-
cials said. All the officials
spoke on condition of
anonymity because they
were not authorized to dis-
cuss the matter with the
media.

Associated Press

TOPEKA — With Kansas
prosecutors drafting a fix
aimed at preserving the
state’s ‘‘Hard 50’’ punish-
ment in existing first-
degree murder cases, Gov.
Sam Brownback signed a
proclamation Tuesday
that formally calls a three-
day special session of the
Legislature to rewrite the
tough sentencing law.

Brownback’s proclama-
tion declared public safety
one of the state’s primary
responsibilities and
described the sentence of
life in prison with no
chance of parole for 50
years as ‘‘an important
tool’’ to keep Kansans safe
from violent criminals. A
U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion in June raised ques-
tions about the ‘‘Hard 50’’
law’s constitutionality.

The Republican gover-
nor had already said he’d
summon the GOP-dominat-
ed Legislature back to
Topeka at 8 a.m. on Sept. 3,
but the proclamation was
a formal step required by
the state constitution.
Brownback and GOP leg-
islative leaders have been
adamant that only a short,
narrowly focused session
is necessary, and the
proclamation calls for law-
makers to pass a ‘‘Hard 50’’

fix by 5 p.m. on Sept. 5, giv-
ing them three days.

Brownback called the
special session at the
request of another
Republican, Attorney
General Derek Schmidt,
but the move had biparti-
san backing from legisla-
tors and prosecutors and
strong support from law
enforcement groups. In a
show of solidarity,
Brownback had Schmidt
at his side along with two
dozen other state and
local officials at the
proclamation signing.

‘‘For the safety of our
citizens, for the victims of
these crimes and their
families, we must ensure
that the ‘Hard 50’ sentence
is available,’’ Brownback
said.

Defense attorneys have
been skeptical of the need
to act so quickly, noting
that even if convicted mur-
derers cannot receive a
‘‘Hard 50’’ sentence,
they’re still likely to face
years behind bars, not a
quick release from prison.
The lawyers also question
whether any changes
approved by lawmakers
could be applied — as
prosecutors wish — to
cases in which defendants
are waiting to be sen-
tenced or have appealed
their sentences.

Associated Press

KARACHI, Pakistan —
A bomb blast that
appeared to be targeting a
provincial government
minister killed 11 people
before dawn Wednesday at
a soccer field in southern
Pakistan, the latest in a
series of attacks that left 28
people dead across the
country, officials said.

The bomb planted next
to the field in the city of
Karachi was hidden in a
motorcycle, said senior
police official Razaq
Dharejo. The bomb went
off near the vehicle of
provincial minister Javed
Naghori, who was leaving
after witnessing a late-
night match between local
teams in the Lyari neigh-
borhood, said Dharejo.
Naghori escaped
unharmed.

The blast killed 11 peo-
ple and wounded 24 others,
said provincial Informa-
tion Minister Sharjeel
Memon. Many of the dead
and wounded were young
boys standing near the soc-
cer field when the bomb
exploded.

No one has claimed
responsibility for the
attack. Karachi is Pak-
istan’s largest city and has a
long history of political,

criminal and religious vio-
lence.

On Tuesday, police
found the bodies of 13 peo-
ple who were pulled off a
convoy of buses in south-
west Baluchistan
province, shot dead and
dumped in a ravine, offi-
cials said. A paramilitary
soldier was also killed.

The motive for the attack
late Monday night in
Baluchistan province was
unclear since no one
claimed responsibility.
But suspicion may fall on
separatists who have been
waging a low-level insur-
gency in southwest
Baluchistan province.

The buses were head-
ed to central  Punjab
province, and the sepa-
ratists have a history of
attacking Punjabis whom
they view as outsiders
encroaching on their
independence.  The
province is also home to
Islamic militants who
have carried out  past
attacks,  especially on
minority Shiite Muslims.

Paramilitary troops pro-
tect bus convoys moving
through Baluchistan. But
gunmen distracted the
troops by shooting at an oil
tanker, said Kashif Nabi, a
local government adminis-
trator.

Associated Press

CLEVELAND — With
several swipes from the
arm of an excavator and a
smattering of applause
from spectators, demoli-
tion began Wednesday
morning on the Cleveland
house where three women
were held captive and
raped over a decade.

It took about an hour and
20 minutes to tear down the
house, which occurred as
part of the plea deal that
spared Ariel Castro a possi-
ble death sentence. He was
sentenced last week to life
in prison plus 1,000 years.

But the question
remains: How could the
crimes go unnoticed so long
in Castro’s blue-collar
neighborhood?

One of the women
imprisoned there,
Michelle Knight, showed
up early Wednesday before
the work began. She made a
brief statement and
released balloons into the
air.

“Dear Lord, give the
missing people strength
and power to know that they
are loved,” said Knight,
who had rosary beads hang-

ing from her neck.
“We hear their cry, they

are never forgotten in my
heart. They are caterpil-
lars, waiting to turn into a
butterfly. They are never
forgotten, they are loved.”

Knight said the array of
balloons “represents all
the millions of children
that were never found and
the ones that passed away
that were never heard.”

There was applause as a
relative of one victim rep-
resented the three and took
the controls of the wrecking
crane for the first smash
into the top of the front wall.
Later, as the house debris
disappeared into the base-
ment, church bells rang.

Katie Mae Brown, 62, a
former resident of the
street, said tearing the
house down was impor-
tant for the neighborhood
to show “that monster —
that he is behind bars and
that he’s never going to get
out.”

Cuyahoga County prose-
cutor Tim McGinty said the
two houses to the left of Cas-
tro’s are also being torn
down and will be devel-
oped into a park or whatev-
er the residents decide.

Associated Press

TORONTO — A 100-
pound (45-kilogram)
python blamed in the stran-
gling deaths of two Canadi-
an boys apparently
escaped from its enclo-
sure, slithered through a
ventilation system and fell
through the ceiling into the
room where the young
brothers were sleeping,
authorities said Tuesday.

A snake expert said it
was possible that the
python was spooked and
simply clung to whatever it
landed on. Police are treat-
ing the deaths in Campbell-
ton, New Brunswick, as a
criminal investigation.

Autopsies on Noah
Barthe, 4 and his brother
Connor Barthe, 6, were per-
formed Tuesday.

The brothers had been
visiting the apartment of a
friend whose father owned
an exotic pet store on the
floor below, Royal Canadi-
an Mounted Police Sgt.
Alain Tremblay said at a
news conference in Camp-
bellton. Tremblay said the
African rock python was
being kept inside the sec-
ond floor apartment, not
inside the pet store as
authorities had previously
stated.

Steve Benteau, a
spokesman for the provin-
cial Natural Resources
Department, said no per-
mit was issued for an
African rock python and
provincial authorities
weren’t aware it was being
kept at the apartment. The
department said the snake
is generally only permitted
in accredited zoos, unless
there is a special permit.

Tremblay said the snake
was housed in a large glass
enclosure that reached the
ceiling of the apartment
and escaped through a
small hole in the ceiling
connected to the ventila-
tion system. He said the
snake made its way through
the ventilation system and
moved toward the living
room, where the boys were
sleeping. The pipe col-
lapsed and the snake fell.

The friend of the boys
was sleeping in another
room and was unharmed.
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