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Boehner is not one
to judge Congress

McCain right to want no part
of shutdown ‘shenanigans’

John Boehner, the Ohio
Republican who is

speaker of the U.S. House
of Representatives, has
generally been a sensible
individual. Yes, he ener-
getically spouts the
Republican Party line, but
that’s part of his job. 

Keeping that important
job in the last several
years has meant yielding
to the influence of the tea
partiers in his caucus, a
trade-off that has under-
mined opportunities for
compromise on a host of
issues. If Rep. Boehner
were to step down or be
ousted, however, his suc-
cessor would likely be
more inclined to operate
through the tea party
prism. 

Rep. Boehner and
President Barack Obama
came close to achieving
something genuinely posi-
tive a couple of years ago.
They were on the thresh-
old of the now mythical
“grand bargain” on the
budget until House con-
servatives in no mood to
compromise with the pres-
ident on anything reined
him in. Rep. Boehner now
finds himself presiding
over votes to repeal
Obamacare, votes that cre-
ate recurring opportuni-
ties for soundbites but
accomplish nothing.

Rep. Boehner outdid
himself on Sunday, stoop-
ing to a new low in
remarks that we’d like to
believe constitute a knee-
jerk defensive reaction to
criticism of Congress —
because the remarks were
stunning. 

“We should not be

judged on how many new
laws we create,” he said
on CBS. “We ought to be
judged on how many laws
we repeal.”

The “how many” mat-
ters, primarily because
there is so much that
needs doing rather than
because the number is
low. As for the number,
this Congress has
approved just 15 bills that
became law, which makes
it less productive than its
predecessor, which enact-
ed a grand total of 23 laws.
As for how many laws
Congress has repealed,
that would be none.

Rep. Boehner has plenty
of reason to be defensive.
Abysmal approval ratings
for Congress have become
chronic, in large part, as
Rep. Boehner observed,
because of the extreme
partisanship of both par-
ties and in both chambers.
“Our job is to find com-
mon ground,” Rep.
Boehner said. “Yes, the
country’s divided, but my
goodness, there’s common
ground. It’s a little harder
to find today than it was 10
years ago.”

If it’s harder to find,
leaders like Rep. Boehner
must look harder. They
must reject obstructionist
maneuvers until they
reach the elusive common
ground where so much
that can benefit this coun-
try is possible.

Perhaps then, he will be
able to speak with pride
not just about the number
of laws Congress has
passed but about what
they do to make America a
better place.

War is tough on war relics. In June, fighting in the Syrian civil
war spread to its west, threatening archaeological digs and already
recovered artifacts near the ancient city of Hamoukar. According
to LiveScience.com, Hamoukar happens to be the site of history’s
earliest known urban warfare — about 5,500 years ago.

Greg Sargent
Washington Post

Are we looking at the birth of a
“Compromise Caucus” among

Senate Republicans?
Democrats in Washington hope

the willingness of Sen. John
McCain and other Republicans to
break with party leaders during
last week’s filibuster fight bodes
well for constructive negotiations
to avert another debt-ceiling
standoff and government shut-
down crisis.

It is noteworthy that McCain
has said that Americans will not
put up with another round of
debt-limit and government-shut-
down “”shenanigans” from
Republicans.

In an interview with radio host
Michael Medved, McCain said:
“Some of my Republican col-
leagues are already saying we
won’t raise the debt limit unless
there’s repeal of Obamacare. I’d
love to repeal Obamacare, but I
promise you that’s not going to
happen on the debt limit. So
some would like to set up another
one of these shut-down-the-gov-
ernment threats. And most
Americans are really tired of
those kinds of shenanigans here
in Washington.”

Asked if he would demand any
concessions in exchange for a
debt-limit increase, McCain said:
“What I would like to see is seri-

ous negotiations to eliminate the
sequester and progress on facing
up to this deficit that is sooner or
later going to harm our children
and our grandchildren.”

This confirms that McCain —
and perhaps a few more
Republican senators — are head-
ing for a collision with House
Republicans in the coming bat-
tles on the debt limit and the
budget.

Democrats hope to win over
enough Republicans to support a
no-strings-attached debt-limit
increase or at least have real
negotiations to replace the
sequester. McCain, of course, is a
“defense hawk” who wants to
protect the military from
sequester cuts.

White House spokesman Jay
Carney reiterated Monday that
the Obama administration
would not negotiate over the debt
limit.

Meanwhile, all signs are that
House conservatives expect the
GOP leadership to demand con-
cessions for a debt-limit increase,
even though Republican leaders
have already conceded that an
increase is necessary to avoid
widespread damage to the U.S.
economy.

But Democrats are hoping that
a sizable bloc of Republicans has
had it with the GOP’s unremitting
hostility to basic governing com-
promises.
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Speaker overreacts to valid observations

City auditorium is being 
renovated, not destroyed
To the Editor:

Please attend the Peace
Memorial Auditorium renova-
tion information session at 7 p.m.
this Thursday at City Hall. 

The recent letter to the editor
by the League of Women Voters
is deceptive as it states that the
auditorium is being replaced by
city offices. It would be correct
to state that the renovation will
include offices for Parks and
Recreation, but to insinuate that
the entire structure will be used
as office space and that the
memorial will be destroyed is
false.  

In an effort to best utilize
municipal buildings and funds,
city staff was tasked with a
project to consolidate staff at
one location, improve the audi-
torium (gym/basketball courts)
and accomplish the goal within a
very limited budget.

The city studied the history of
the auditorium and the original
intended use of the space. The
original uses included office
space. Over a year was spent
looking at feasibility, cost, etc.
Much misinformation is being
circulated about this project.
Here are the facts:

1. The auditorium will be
expanded to include two
basketball courts to full size.  It
currently only has one.

1. The expanded basketball
courts will result in removal of
the stage. 

3. The facility is not currently
air-conditioned; the renovation
will make it a better year-round
facility.

4. The renovation will include
mobile bleachers, and the
auditorium will still be able to
host events other than just
basketball games.

5. The current fixed seating

area will become office space.
6. 15,442 citizens used the gym

last year, only 205 used the stage.
7. The offices being added on

the upper floor will replace the
current substandard parks and
recreation office.  The consolida-
tion of staff will provide better
customer service and signifi-
cantly reduce cost. In fact, the
cost saving will finance much of
the project.

8. Going ahead with the
renovation plan does not do
away with the Veterans Memor-
ial. The building footprint will
remain as well as the original
gym space.  The stage will be
replaced by a second basketball
court. The removal of the stage
will prevent the production of
theatrical-type events but will
not preclude the use of the
space for other activities. An
auditorium is a place for public
gatherings and contains public
seating; a stage is not required.

The building is being reno-
vated, not destroyed. The facility
will be rededicated upon
completion. The renovation plan
will significantly improve the
structure and expand upon its
original purpose. The structure
will continue to be a vibrant
living memorial to honor World
War II veterans.   
City Commissioner Wynn Butler

3600 Windsong Court

Manhattan Municipal Band
grateful for all the support
To the Editor:

To the supporters of the 93rd
Manhattan Municipal Band —
thank you.

Your dedication and support
of the band are greatly
appreciated by the entire band.
We have thoroughly enjoyed
playing for you, and we hope you
were musically entertained by

our concerts this year.
The variety of soloists, guests,

etc., was tremendous, and we
look forward to seeing you all
again next year at the Larry
Norvell Band Shell for the 94th
season of this great Manhattan
tradition.

Frank Tracz, Director
Manhattan Municipal Band

145 Bethany Drive

Mercury performs valuable
services to the community
To the Editor:

With much of America in
gridlock, everyone carrying
guns, wages stagnant for some
time now and one out of five
children going to bed hungry
every night, it is difficult to know
what is needed to turn around
the runaway train. 

While the social order is in a
great state of disorder and our
freedoms slip away, it is a good
time to count our blessings, as
each of us can find some silver
linings in our lives.

As this time in history, we
might consider our few
remaining freedoms, with the
press at the top of the list.
Regardless of some occasional
rock throwing by the public, the
Manhattan Mercury remains one
of the primary freedoms of our
community. You may want to stop
and think about your freedom
that is maintained by the good
people reporting, compiling and
writing our newspaper six days a
week.

To all of you at the Manhattan
Mercury who have dedicated
much of your lives to publishing
not only the news, weather and
sports, but also our opinions and
comments, we salute you for a
job well done.

Steve Pfister
1908 Tulip Terrace

Letters to the Editor

Official snooping is excessive
!2013 Arizona Republic

The conflicting interests of
national security and public

safety on the one hand and indi-
vidual liberty on the other both
have sound arguments that can
trump one another.

But these are fast-changing
times where these interests are
concerned, and a couple of the
arguments on the security side
are losing credibility.

Such as: If you haven’t done
anything wrong, you have
nothing to worry about.

Or: The program is
extremely limited in scope
and narrowly tailored.

Ever since former Nation-
al Security Agency contrac-
tor Edward Snowden began
releasing his cache of
stolen state secrets, ques-
tions about the extent of
spying by federal agencies have
multiplied. The more we learn
about what the feds have
learned about us, the more this
story is turning against federal
snooping.

Last week, top NSA officials
testified before the House Judi-
ciary Committee on the hot-but-
ton program dedicated to col-
lecting “metadata” from every
telephone call made in the Unit-
ed States — a program far more
extensive than previously
understood.

If the Obama administration
has its way, it could grow to
include government databases

of credit-card purchases, hotel
records and Internet use. The
committee was not impressed.

“You’ve already violated the
law as far as I am concerned,”
John Conyers, the panel’s rank-
ing Democrat, told the NSA offi-
cials.

Conyers’ provocative declara-
tion was seconded by Republi-
cans, many arriving at the same
conclusion: Government snoop-
ing agencies are going too far.

Metadata collection is not the

exclusive preserve of federal
agencies, nor is it restricted to
records of telephone calls. As
technologies such as image cap-
turing become more sophisticat-
ed and cheaper, local police
agencies nationwide are buying
systems that allow them to
record and store vast data files
on vehicles, including their
license plates and their loca-
tions at given times.

Some turn a healthy profit.
Does the return on investment
justify a program that gives the
government knowledge of your
every coming and going?

We have reached an age in

which an incident not captured
on video is seen as the excep-
tion, not the norm. You mean
with all those people around, no
one had a phone camera run-
ning?

This “self-surveillance” cul-
ture, which has evolved natural-
ly as technology advances, has
proved invaluable at times. The
images and video produced in
the wake of the Boston Marathon
bombing come to mind.

The distinction between gov-
ernment databases and
information held in private
hands was raised at last
week’s Judiciary hearing.
Why not ask phone compa-
nies to retain their own
metadata longer, asked
Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y. The
NSA fellows said they
would think about that.

Think about it they
should. Americans have a right
to expect their government to
act to keep them safe from for-
eign-sponsored harm. That fed-
eral duty is enshrined in the
Constitution.

Also enshrined in the Consti-
tution is the right to the pursuit
of liberty.

There is a tipping point
between the two contrasting
interests. The intersection of
technology and the insatiable
desire of governments to exert
control tells us we are teetering
toward the side of the govern-
ment simply knowing too much
about us.

“We have reached
an age in which 

an incident not captured
on video is seen as 

the exception, not the norm.”


