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the M/RCPA, P.O. Box 1893, 
Manhattan, KS 66505. 
     In the meanwhile, the M/RCPA 
will be providing an expanded 
newsletter, which began with the 
June 2020 newsletter. The 
M/RCPA appreciates your patience 
as we navigate this new territory, 
and we hope that our organization 
will be able to offer activities and 
events in the coming year. 
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Memberships have been Extended 
the Board of Directors decided to 
extend all memberships for one 
year. All current memberships will 
be valid through the 2020-21 
membership year at no additional 
cost. Current members will not be 
sent renewal notices and will be 
automatically renewed.  
     The M/RCPA would be happy to 
accept donations in place of 
membership dues, but this is not 
required. Donations may be sent to 

     Each year, the M/RCPA plans 
various activities and events as a 
benefit of membership in our 
organization, and this year, the 
COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the 
M/RCPA’s plans. Activities 
planned for the spring were 
indefinitely postponed and may 
ultimately not be able to be 
rescheduled.  
     Since the M/RCPA has not been 
able to provide the usual activities,  

M/RCPA Annual Meeting 
     The M/RCPA’s Annual Meeting of the 
membership, during which the election of 
officers and the Board of Directors takes 
place, normally occurs in the fall. This year 
due to the pandemic, it’s unclear at the time 
of publication of the August newsletter 
whether an in-person meeting is feasible. The 
Board of Directors will monitor the situation 
and make a determination about whether to 
hold a meeting or to develop alternate plans 
based on the latest guidelines. Be on the 
look-out for additional information. 

State Conference Canceled 
     The 2020 Kansas Preservation Conference 
scheduled to take place in Pittsburg, KS, this fall 
has been canceled due to the pandemic.  
     The Kansas Historical Society remains 
committed to Pittsburg and has partnered with 
the community to hold the 2021 Kansas 
Preservation Conference, which is entitled “Dig 
into Preservation,” in Pittsburg. For updates on 
the 2021 conference, visit kshs.org/14644. 
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became the Manhattan Garden 
Club.  
     The Evanses lived at 514 North 
Fifth Street, and they also owned 
several acres near Eureka Lake, 
which was a few miles west of 
Manhattan. Dr. Evans owned a 
filling station and a grocery store, 
and he owned a number of 
investment properties, including 
homes he had converted to 
apartments; which is to say, he was 
involved with many aspects of the 
community in addition to his 
medical practice, clubs, and 
hobbies.  
     Dr. Evans retired from his 
medical practice in 1940, and he 
planned to “look after my outside 
interests” in his retirement (“Dr. 
Evans sells”). Within a few short 
years, his “outside interests” 
included developing the lots located 
on what would become Legore 
Lane. 
     In October 1945, Dr. Evans 
appeared before the City 
Commission and requested that the 
land be annexed into the city 
(“Pay”). The request was approved, 
and the development became 
known as the “Evans Addition.” By 
December 1945, Dr. Evans had 
obtained a permit to build a two-
story, six-room, frame-construction 
house for $9,000 in the newly  
(continued on pg. 3) 

Written by Kathy Dzewaltowski 
 
     Tucked on a side street off east 
Claflin Road is a tree-lined circle 
drive known as Legore Lane. Built 
as a post-World War II housing 
tract, all the homes face a center 
island, creating a court, and are 
similar in design, with many of the 
homes featuring limestone.  
     When plans for the housing 
development began to take shape 
in early 1945, World War II had 
not yet ended. The development’s 
proximity to campus would soon 
become especially valuable when 
Manhattan was hit by the crush of 
veterans who would attend Kansas 
State as a benefit of the Service-
men’s Readjustment Act, 
commonly known as the “G.I. 
Bill.” But, that was yet to happen. 
     A news item in a March 1, 
1945, newspaper described the 
proposed development as north 
and east of the Van Zile residence 
hall on campus. The land was 
owned by Dr. J. W. Evans.  Dr.  
L. R. Quinlan, who was one of the 
founders of the landscape 
architecture program at Kansas 
State, developed plans for Dr. 
Evans, arranging ten lots around a 
circular drive with a grassed area 
20 feet wide in the center. The 
land was outside the city limits, 
and adding the land to the city 
needed to be approved by the 
planning board as well as the City 
Commission before construction 
could move forward (“Consider”). 
     Dr. Evans was born in Iowa in 
1874, and the family moved to 
Riley County in 1886. The family 
initially lived at 1100 Moro Street, 
and then built a home at 1217 
Kearney Street, which was only 
the second house on the block, and 
the area of town was described as 
open prairie (“The story”).  

The Early Days of Legore Lane 
     Dr. Evans’ father, George  
W. Evans, is credited as estab- 
lishing the first business in 
Aggieville. George owned a  
lot on the alley north of Moro 
Street, and around 1889, he  
built a small frame building  
on the lot where a student set  
up a laundry delivery service  
as well as a barbershop and  
used bookstore (Walter). 
     Dr. Evans attended Kansas  
State Agricultural College (KSAC), 
graduating in 1894. After grad-
uation, Dr. Evans taught school at 
Mound Meadow near Riley, and 
later, he also taught at the high 
school in Junction City. In 1898, he 
left teaching to attend the 
Homeopathic Medical College in 
Chicago. Various news accounts 
show Dr. Evans and his wife 
returned to the area in early 1902 
and were living in Blue Rapids. 
They lived in Blue Rapids for a 
couple of years, and then Dr. Evans 
returned to Chicago to study 
surgery. Over the next 20 years, 
short news notices indicate the 
Evanses lived in Idaho, Denver, 
and Council Grove, and then 
returned to Manhattan in 1921. 
     That year, Dr. Evans bought Dr. 
E. G. Johnson’s practice and moved 
into office space over the First 
National Bank. Dr. Evans was an 
eye, ear, nose, and throat specialist 
(“Dr. Evans buys”).  
     After returning to Manhattan, 
Dr. Evans quickly became involved 
in the community. He helped to 
organize the Kiwanis Club in 
Manhattan and was a charter 
member as well as the first 
president (“Kiwanis”). It was 
during those early years of the club 
that the “Manhattan” sign on 
Bluemont Hill was erected. He was 
also one of the organizers of the 
Flower Growers Association, which  

Above, houses on Legore Lane. 
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owners were taking advantage of 
the rental income opportunity as 
Dr. Evans had envisioned.  
     By the fall of 1946, hundreds 
of veterans arrived in Manhattan 
to attend Kansas State through 
the G.I. Bill. Legore Lane’s 
close proximity to campus made 
it an especially desirable location 
to live, particularly for veteran 
students who often had families. 
Social notices in local news-
papers indicate young couples 

and newlyweds were residing on 
Legore Lane. Hospital notices also 
show Legore Lane residents were 
having babies. These notices are 
possible indicators that young 
veterans and their families were 
residing on Legore Lane. 
     Construction in the Legore Lane 
development continued into the 
1950s, but the majority of the lots 
were developed in the years 1946-48, 
with the largest number of houses 
built in 1946. At the time that Dr. 
Evans passed away in 1960, all of the 
lots had been developed. 
     Seventy-five years after Dr. J. W. 
Evans designed the development in 
the Evans Addition, little has 
changed. The houses on Legore Lane 
retain their charm and character and 
serve as reminders of a planned 
housing development immediately 
following World War II. 
 
“Consider adding property to city.” Manhattan  
     Mercury-Chronicle. 1 March 1945: 1. 
 
“Dr. Evans buys practice.” The Manhattan  
     Mercury. 3 September 1921: 6. 
 
“Dr. Evans sells out his practice.” The  
     Manhattan Republic. 15 February 1940: 6. 
 
“Kiwanis honors birth anniversary.” The  
     Morning Chronicle. 20 January 1943: 1. 
 
“Legore Drive, in Evans Addition, recalls  
     pioneer.” Manhattan Mercury-Chronicle.  
     3 February 1946: 9. 
 
“Pay ordinance passed Tuesday.” Manhattan  
     Mercury-Chronicle. 3 October 1945: 1. 
 
“The story of Manhattan.” The Manhattan  
     Republic. 11 February 1950: 2. 
 
Walter, Dan. “The oldest shopping center in  
     Kansas continues to thrive.” The  
     Manhattan Mercury. 7 October 1990: 75. 

Above, houses in the dappled sunlight of 
Legore Lane and the grassed center island. 

ment with a separate entrance. Many 
of the houses in the development 
were planned with the possibility of 
renting all or a portion of the house. 
One of the larger homes under 
construction was arranged to provide 
five-room apartments on each level, 
including the basement (“Legore”).  
    In the fall of 1946, various 
newspaper notices provide clues as to 
the status of the Legore Lane housing 
development. One notice mentioned 
that bids were being accepted to 
establish curb and gutter on Legore 
Lane. “For sale” and “for rent” 
advertisements for properties with 
Legore Lane addresses appeared in 
the classifieds, indicating many of the 
houses had been completed and were 
ready for occupancy. Several of the 
“for rent” ads were for basement 
apartments, demonstrating home- 

(continued from pg. 2) 
established Evans Addition (“A  
new residence”). By January 1946, 
nine more houses were under 
construction and more were 
planned. 
     As more homes began to be 
built, Dr. Evans announced he 
would name the street for early 
settler A. J. (Jack) Legore. Jack 
Legore was a jeweler and watch-
maker, and he had lived in 
Manhattan since at least 1860. Dr. 
Evans selected the Legore name 
because Jack Legore had held the 
original land patent where the Evans 
Addition was located (“Legore”). 
     A February 1946 news article 
noted many of the houses were of 
“rock stucco” to blend with the 
campus architecture. The article 
went on to provide a detailed 
description of a completed house. 
The house had seven rooms and “all 
those new and convenient construc-
tion ideas dear to the heart of the 
housewife.” A large room on the 
main floor was designed to function 
as a combined living room and 
dining room. Wide windows were 
set in the corners rather than in the 
centers of walls. The article noted, 
“The half bath on the first floor and 
the large, light breakfast room, 
which might also become a study or 
den, for the housewife are addi-
tional dreams-come-true.” The 
kitchen featured built-ins and “no 
paneled doors to catch dust, [which] 
will be the special joy of feminine 
hearts.” The kitchen also included 
the option to install “a grinder for 
garbage, which magically will 
liquefy it and send it down the 
drain” (“Legore”). 
     The completed house featured 
oak floors, and bedrooms with large 
closets. Wherever there was space, 
Dr. Evans had added extras, such as 
a shoe closet and a built-in dressing 
table in the bathroom. The basement 
was finished and included a game 
room and a fireplace. The basement 
had been designed with the option 
of making it into a four-room apart- 
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Inez was at work, Bill attended 
classes in animal husbandry and 
agronomy. At five o’clock, he 
would meet Inez in the Alumni 
Office on the main floor of 
Anderson Hall (where his sister 
Mary Ruth was employed as a 
student worker) and would drive 
Inez home. 
     Evening chores before dinner 

included getting Dowsey in from 
the south pasture, milking, feeding, 
and bedding her down for the night. 
Milk again needed to be separated 
and eggs gathered. Time after 
supper was used for studying or 
writing letters home. 
     Occasional tasks included 
chauffeuring the Ekdahls to the 
grocery store, etc. Sometimes Bill 
would drive them to Topeka. There 
were visits to the grown sons and 
their families, and every once in a 
while, a trip to the family’s original 
farm near Randolph, now occupied 
by a renter. Bill helped one of the 
sons if special repairs were needed 
at the farm. On Sunday mornings 
before church, Bill would spend at 
least an hour pumping water into a 
large pressurized reservoir. This 
provided water to every faucet in 
the house for an entire week. 
     Bill’s time with the Ekdahls was 
interrupted by three years of service 
in the U.S. Army. He hoped to stay 
in school by -- with his parents’ 
permission -- joining the Army 
Reserve in December of 1942. The 
hope was that college students in 
the Reserve might not be called up. 
In March of 1943, most of KSAC’s 
Army Reserve students were 
instructed to report to active duty at 
Fort Leavenworth. During basic 
training in Texas, a bulletin board 
message caught Bill’s eye. That led  
(continued on pg. 5) 

Written by Linda Glasgow 
 
     The historic Jeremiah Platt 
House is located at 2005 Claflin 
Road. It was listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 1981 and is currently 
owned by the Board of Riley 
County Commissioners. Its 
long-term tenant is the Riley 
County Genealogical Society.  
     The late William “Bill” V. 
VanSkike described the house in 
his memoirs. In August of 1942, 
Bill followed his older sister, 
Mary Ruth, to Kansas State 
Agricultural College (KSAC) in 
Manhattan from the Cowley 
County farm where he grew up. 
Through his sister he learned of 
the opportunity to work for Mrs. 
Ekdahl, an elderly widow, and her 
two adult daughters. The Ekdahls 
needed help in caring for their 
eight-acre property. 
     About four acres on the east 
side of the property were planted 
in alfalfa. South of the house were 
a wash house, a garden, a hay barn 
with small milk parlor, and 
chicken house. A pasture of two to 
three acres extended further south 
beyond the barn. A KSAC student 
with a farm background was what 
the Ekdahl women needed. A job 
and place to live was what Bill 
VanSkike needed.  
     Of the Ekdahl siblings, three 
brothers -- Oscar, Harold, and 
Kenneth -- were grown and out of 
the house. The two sisters were 
Inez, handicapped since childhood 
because of polio, who worked on 
campus as a secretary-receptionist, 
and Frances, who served as home-
maker for her mother and sister.  
     Bill joined the family as a self-
described “chore boy.” He paid 
$30 a month for his room, and he  

Platt House Memories 

earned his board through work. He 
described himself as furnace boy, 
water boy, dairy hand, milk 
separator, livestock feeder, 
henhouse cleaner, egg gatherer, 
lawn and garden boy, and 
chauffeur. 
     Bill’s mornings began at 6:30 
a.m. with the stoking of the big coal 
furnace. It was a noisy process that 
served as the rest of the family’s 
alarm clock. Next, he fed and 
milked “Dowsey,” the Jersey dairy 
cow. After milking, he turned her 
out to graze in the pasture now 
occupied by Lafene Health Center. 
He employed a hand-cranked 
separator in the wash house to 
produce milk and cream. Frances 
would meet Bill at the wash house 
and carry the milk and cream to the 
main house to be used at breakfast. 
Next, Bill would turn to cleaning 
the henhouse and feeding and 
watering the hens. Breakfast in the 
kitchen began with a prayer, after 
which a substantial family meal 
with lots of coffee was served. 
Then it was time to dress for the 
day. Inez had a fine 1939 Hudson 
automobile fitted with hand 
controls that allowed her to drive. 
Most of the time, however, Bill 
would drive her to a special parking 
place behind Anderson Hall. While  

Above, a historic photo of the Jeremiah 
Platt House, courtesy of the Riley County 
Historical Society and Museum. 
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with his father. Once again older 
sister Mary Ruth intervened, 
suggesting he look into Kansas 
County Extension work as a 
possible career. He could try it and 
go back to farming in a few years. 
     Success in one county led to 
opportunity in another. Bill and  
Grace eventually landed for good in 
Barton County in May of 1956, 
where Bill was a 4-H Agent. Bill 
named three Riley Countians who 
made a special and positive impact 
on his career: Glenn Busset, Gene 
Guerrant, and Ken Visser. Bill 
retired in April of 1989 and was 
inducted into the 4-H Wall of Fame 
at the 2006 State Fair where he and 
granddaughter Megan VanSkike 
participated in the State 4-H 
Centennial Celebration. Together, 
they represented the passing of the 
4-H Torch from the senior to the 
younger generation. 
     Leading by example through his 
memoirs, Bill issues a call to action:  
“If we would only listen, any house 
has this kind of information within 
it. And if we would only take the 
time to write it down, we would 
have a wealth of information to 
record and pass on to posterity and 
hopefully for future generations to 
enjoy and know how things used to 
be…and maybe benefit from!” 
 
     Bill VanSkike’s memoirs are 
available for viewing at the Riley County 
Historical Museum by appointment (785-
565-6490).  
     To learn more about the Platt House, 
visit the Kansas Historical Society’s 
website at www.kshs.org and look under 
the “Preserve” tab for information about 
registered properties in Riley County. 
Information about the history of the 
house may also be found in the 
M/RCPA’s October 2016 newsletter. 
     To learn more about Splinterville and 
other temporary housing used in post-
World War II Manhattan, see the 
M/RCPA’s June 2016 newsletter.  
     Past M/RCPA newsletters are 
available on our website, 
www.preservemanhattan.org. 

foxholes, he was at first uneasy 
sleeping above ground in a bed. 
That summer he helped his parents 
on the home farm in Cowley 
County. By fall, he was anxious to 
return to school.         
     Since another student had the 
desirable “chore boy” position at 
the Ekdahl house, Bill moved to a 
room at 1200 Bluemont. After an 
attic fire made the house unlivable, 
he moved to “Splinterville,” 
temporary Army barracks set up 
near Aggieville to accommodate the 
post-war swell of students. The 
“chore boy” position opened up 
again in the fall of 1947, and Bill 
happily resumed his living 
arrangements with the Ekdahls.  
     The Ekdahl hens, fifteen to 
twenty of them, produced a surplus 
of eggs for family consumption. 
Once a week surplus eggs were 
taken to the Poultry Produce Store 
and sold for ten cents a dozen. Bill 
suggested that the married student 
veterans who lived in trailers just 
east of the Ekdahl property would 
appreciate the opportunity to 
purchase fresh eggs below grocery 
store prices. Every Friday evening 
Bill would knock on doors and sell 
the eggs at thirty-five cents per 
dozen. Pretty soon Bill had a great 
many new friends and acquaint-
ances, among them Al and Mary 
Jean Ross, who always invited him 
in to their trailer for coffee. One day 
they suggested he double date with 
them and a single woman who 
worked with Mary Jean on campus. 
     Thus, Bill met Grace Ellen 
Dickson on December 3, 1948. 
They married on September 3, 
1950. By 2006, the date of his 
memoir, Bill and his “best friend” 
Grace had four kids, eleven 
grandkids, and four great-grandkids.  
     After his January 1950 
graduation from Kansas State 
Agricultural College with a degree 
in animal husbandry and agronomy, 
Bill planned to go home and farm  

Manhattan/Riley County  
Preservation Alliance 
Linda Glasgow, President 
P. O. Box 1893 
Manhattan, KS 66505 
 

E-mail:  
mrcpanewsletter@gmail.com 
Website:  
www.preservemanhattan.org 
 
 

Newsletter editor:  Kathy Dzewaltowski 

(continued from pg. 4) 
to acceptance into the Army 
Specialized Training Program 
(ASTP) at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and the 
chance to earn college credit while 
in the service. In the middle of the 
spring semester in 1944, the 
program was shut down. The 
Army urgently needed fighting 
men. A total of 2,000 ASTP men 
from various universities were 
assigned to the 96th Infantry 
“Deadeye” Division. The Division 
was assigned the task of learning 
amphibious war tactics in 
anticipation of Pacific Theater 
combat. By September of 1944, 
amphibious training was complete 
and it was on to jungle training in 
Hawaii. The mission was to 
invade the Philippines, where the 
96th Infantry Division fought in 
the Battle of Leyte, and then the 
Division participated in the Battle 
of Okinawa. Atomic bombs and 
Japan’s unconditional surrender 
meant that the planned invasion of 
Japan did not take place. After 16 
straight months in a combat zone, 
Bill set sail for Long Beach on 
January 14, 1946, and arrived on 
February 1st. He rode a troop train 
to Colorado where he was 
honorably discharged. After 
another train ride and then a bus 
ride, he was home, embraced by 
family and friends and began the 
difficult transition to civilian life. 
After sleeping in so many  
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Changes at College Hill 

Top left, the College Hill building in 2013. Bottom left, 
the College Hill building in 2014, showing a 1950s 
addition on the northeast side.  

Top right, the historic building at right with a new large addition under construction 
on the southwest side. Bottom center, College Hill in Nov. 2019 with the 1950s and 
1960s additions removed. Bottom right, the new addition on the northeast side. 

Written by Kathy Dzewaltowski 
 
     The College Hill building, 
located at 2600 Kimball Avenue, 
has been undergoing a transform-
ation in recent months, as past 
additions have been removed and 
new additions are under 
construction.  
     The College Hill building 
represented a melding of a historic, 
pre-1900 stone section, a 1914 
stone addition, and more modern 
additions. The western portion of 
the stone building was originally 
“College Hill No. 7,” which was a 
one-room rural school designed by 
local architect John Walters and 
built in approximately 1893-94. 
The eastern portion of the stone 
building, which includes a bell 
tower and arched entrance, was 
designed by Henry Winter and 
added in 1914. Brick additions to 
the north were added in the 1950s 
and 1960s.  
     For many years, the College  

Hill School provided instruction for 
students in grades 1-8. In 1964, the 
College Hill School District was 
annexed into the Manhattan school 
district, and the school was then 
used for kindergarten and grades  
1-3. In later years, the building 
handled overflow from Marlatt 
Elementary and served as a Head 
Start site for several years. 
Currently, the building houses a 
public preschool program, which 
has used the school since 2002. 
     In 2008, voters approved a 
multi-million dollar bond to 
improve and expand USD 383’s 
facilities, but College Hill was not 
included in the list of bond projects. 
In recent years, the Board of 
Education wrestled with the broader 
issue of how to best provide 
preschool services, finally settling 
on the plan to centralize early 
childhood learning to College Hill 
and Eugene Field Schools, and to 
renovate and upgrade the two 
facilities. In 2018, voters approved  

another bond, which included 
$15.6 million designated for 
improvements at College Hill and 
Eugene Field. 
     The changes for College Hill 
included the demolition of the 
1950s and 1960s additions, adding 
approximately 18,000 square feet 
and 10 classrooms, creating a flex 
space that would also function as a 
storm shelter, building a new 
playground, and retaining the 
historic stone portion of the 
building. Demolition occurred in 
the fall of 2019, and the remainder 
of the project is currently under 
construction. 
     The U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties 
were developed in 1978 (last 
updated in 1992) and provide 
guidance for property owners for 
the care of historic properties such 
as College Hill. The standards 
pertaining to rehabilitation and  
(continued on pg. 7) 
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(continued from pg. 6) 
new construction are the most 
applicable to the College Hill 
project. The standards state that 
new construction should be 
“compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and 
proportion, and massing to protect 
the integrity of the property.” New 
work should also be “differentiated 
from the old,” and added in such a 
manner that if removed in the 
future, the historic integrity of the 
property would be “unimpaired” 
(“Standards”).  
     The guidelines associated with 
the standards for new additions 
provide additional recommend-
ations, including that additions be 
located in secondary or non-
character defining elevations, 
limiting the size and scale in 
relationship to the historic building 
so as not to visually overwhelm it, 
and causing the least amount of 
damage to the historic building as 
possible. 
     The project is not yet 
completed, but one can see that the 
additions to College Hill front 
Kimball Avenue, which is the 
primary elevation, as opposed to a 
secondary location, although the 
additions are set back slightly from 
the front plane of the stone 
building. The additions appear to 
be single-story like the historic 
building, but their overall size 
dwarfs it to the point that the 
historic building seems out of place 
and almost an afterthought. The 
additions also don’t appear to 
connect to the historic building in a 
manner that would allow them to 
be removed without affecting the 
historic integrity of the stone 
building. 
     As for differentiation, how to 
handle it has long been a debate in 
historic preservation circles, 
especially when one considers that 
the terms “compatible” and 

Preliminary Site Information 
Questionnaire, which is used to 
evaluate a property’s potential for 
historic registry listing, was 
submitted for College Hill to the 
Kansas Historical Society for 
consideration. At that time, 
College Hill was considered 
potentially eligible for listing on 
the state historic register, but the 
building is currently not listed on 
any historic register. This means 
the College Hill project was not 
required to follow the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards in the 
development and implementation 
of the project. However, the 
standards could have been used for 
guidance in the development of the 
project in order to protect and 
preserve College Hill so that the 
building will continue to be an 
important cultural resource for our 
community. 
     The College Hill School is a 
rare example of a pre-1900 one-
room rural school still being used 
for public education. USD 383’s 
retention of the historic stone 
school as part of the current 
project is appreciated. But, it’s 
disappointing that the new 
additions don’t appear to have 
been designed with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s standards in mind 
to be more compatible, and the 
result is the building’s historic 
character is overshadowed by the 
vastness of the additions.  
 
“Standards for rehabilitation.” Technical  
     preservation services, National Park  
     Service U.S. Department of the Interior,  
     https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/four- 
     treatments/treatment-rehabilitation.htm. 
 
        
 

      To learn more about College Hill’s 
history, see the M/RCPA’s October 
2014 newsletter.  
     Past M/RCPA newsletters are 
available on our website, 
www.preservemanhattan.org. 
 
 

“different” are opposites. The 
struggle is how to provide sufficient 
differentiation so as not to deceive 
that new construction is original, and 
to also add new construction in such 
a way that it doesn’t become 
incompatible to the historic 
structure. 
      The new additions at College 
Hill are definitely differentiated in 
style and materials, which include 
the use of brick and black metal. It’s 
unlikely that the casual observer will 
be confused into thinking the 
additions were built at the same time 
as the historic stone building. But, 
the additions are so different that 
they disrupt the historic integrity of 
the historic stone building and 
diminish its historic character. The 
overall effect is the historic section 
of the school looks like it doesn’t 
belong, which is not the desired 
effect. 
     Another of the applicable 
rehabilitation standards states, 
“Changes to a property that have 
acquired historic significance in their 
own right will be retained and 
preserved” (“Standards”). The one-
room College Hill building had 
additions added in 1914, 1954, 1960, 
and 1966, and these additions have 
been part of the College Hill 
building for so long that they 
acquired their own significance. 
With the current project, the 1914 
stone addition was retained, but the 
other three additions were 
demolished. The 1950s and 1960s 
additions were more than 50 years 
old and met the threshold for historic 
significance in their own right. 
     The Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties are used by 
Manhattan’s Historic Resources 
Board to evaluate the appropri-
ateness of a project planned for a 
historic district or for an individual 
property listed on the local, state, or 
national registers. In 2013, a  
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     Recently, Riley County purchased 
the former First Christian Church 
building located at Fifth and 
Humboldt Streets. At this time, the 
County’s plans for the building are 
unknown, but its close proximity to 
the Riley County Courthouse and 
other county-owned buildings made 
it an ideal property for the County to 
acquire. 
     On June 30th, the M/RCPA’s 
Board of Directors was provided 
with the opportunity to tour the 
church. The church congregation 
removed many items from the church 
while vacating the building, but the 
majority of the items removed would 
likely have been taken out during a 
renovation anyway. Board members 
observed a solid-looking building, 
which would provide the county with 
extensive space in an ideal location. 
     To learn more about the First 
Christian Church’s history, see the 
M/RCPA’s February 2020 newsletter. 

Tour of Former First Christian Church 

All of the photos are of the 
interior of the former First 
Christian Church. 


