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Where  was this pool located?  See page two for the answer!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

           
The Riley County Historical Society 

Dear Preservation Friends,  
     It’s that time of year again when 
we start to think about the upcom-
ing school year and new beginnings 
in general.  While the M/RCPA 
board meets all year long, our an-
nual meeting is in September, in 
step with the academic calendar.  
And “annual meeting” means that 
YOU, the members, will be electing 
at least four new directors, each to a 
three-year term. 
     Your participation at the Sep-
tember 14th meeting will help set us 
up for another great year promoting 
the architectural heritage of our 
community.  To that end, I want to 
bring an item to the attention of the 
general membership. 
     Up to this point we have focused 
primarily on the rehabilitation of the 
U.P. Depot.  With that project 
nearly complete, your board is ex-
amining new possibilities, such as 
the restoration of the shingle style 
house at 617 Colorado. 
     I believe now is also the time for 
us to think “outside of the miter 
box” and to be more proactive in 
protecting our cultural resources.  
For example, we should be actively 
monitoring development in our 
community as it relates to the cur-
rent zoning regulations and design 
guidelines.  Perhaps we should sug-

Greetings from the President 

gest some changes in zoning in or-
der to protect historic structures. 
     At this moment the 400 block of 
Leavenworth, downtown’s only in-
tact residential block, is graced with 
a number of beautiful late 19th Cen-
tury structures.  A developer pro-
poses to build a huge multiplex 
structure that is inappropriate in 
size, character, mass, and scale.  The 
project will likely set up the whole 
block to be lost to new develop-
ment. 
     What, you ask, how is that possi-
ble??  Well, zoning makes it possible 
because the block is within a com-
mercial area.  This is the sort of out-
come that we as an organization can 
help to prevent by discovering (with 
the help of the City's Historic Re-

sources Board and our Ward 1 and 2 
Survey) where Manhattan’s zoning 
needs to be tightened up and made 
more discrete. 
     Luckily, the 400 block of               
Leavenworth is within the environs 
of two register properties.  This will 
trigger a review of the plan by Man-
hattan’s Historic Resources Board 
and the State Historic Preservation 
Officer. These entities, however, can-
not wholly stop this sort of inappro-
priate development when zoning 
permits it. 
     We need to become far more pro-
active NOW rather than ineffectively 
reactive when it’s too late to turn 
things around. As Bernd Foerster 
says, Demolition is Forever.                     

Summer fun in the early 1920’s 

                                  Continued on Page 2               



     YOUR participation is vital to our 
organization as we chart our path in 
the coming months.  Members are 
welcome at all board meetings, sec-
ond Thursdays, 7:30 p.m., at the U.P. 
depot.  See you in September! 
   Bonnie 
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The Marshall family built a    
private swimming pool on the 
northeast corner of Fourth 
and Pierre in 1918.    The pool 
structure serves as the base-
ment of the  present building. 

 

     Something terrific is happening 
on the corner of Houston Street 
and Eleventh Street.  A new, single 
family home will be constructed 
there in the next few months.  
When I heard the rumor, I was in-
deed pleased.  With the TNO 
(Traditional Neighborhood Over-
lay) and the R1 downzoning in 
many of the historic sections of the 
City, the construction of a single 
family dwelling suggests that the 
process is working in older Manhat-
tan neighborhoods. 
     I recently had a chance to inter-
view Brent Bowman of Bowman 
Bowman Novick Inc., the architects 
for the new house, at his office at 
228 Poyntz Avenue.  I wanted to 
know why, with so much new build-
ing occurring in other sections of 
the City, he would want the chal-
lenge of building a new house in an 
older part of Manhattan.   
     Bowman believes that “one of a 
city’s greatest resources can be 
found in its older neighborhoods” 
and “we should protect this re-
source and infill appropriately.” 
     Bowman, along with Lorie Bow-
man, Steve Lee, Nancy Raleigh, 
Todd Fulmer, and Kent Glasscock 
founded the business “Renewal 
Ventures” two and a half years ago.  
The purpose of Renewal Ventures is 
to build “infill that is sensitive to a 
neighborhood’s scale and design.” 
     The Houston Street house is the 
second project for the business.  
The duplex located at 1626 Pierre 
represents their first attempt at the 
idea of sympathetic infill. 
     Bowman admits that there are 
unique issues associated with infill 
projects that might not occur in 
other areas of Manhattan.  For ex-
ample, the lot at the corner of 

Eleventh and Houston is limited in 
size, has no direct access to the   
alley, and must have a driveway that 
directly enters from Eleventh Street.  
Bowman also states that construc-
tion costs are such that it is hard to 
build affordable houses. 
     Bowman believes that one of the 
challenges of building in an older 
neighborhood is that in typical af-
fordable housing construction, re-
finements are “dumbed down” be-
cause of the lack of detail. 
     Details cost more, but they really 
add to the streetscape in older 
neighborhoods.  The home on 
Eleventh and Houston, constructed 
by Heritage Builders, will include a 
stone front porch, special details 
with the roof, and a fenced side 
yard.  Todd Fulmer, of Heritage 
Builders says the construction will 
take approximately five to six 
months. 
     The new construction lies within 
the 500 foot halo of a neighboring 
house that has been placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  
Bowman informed me that the pro-
tective halo did not create any prob-
lem with his house design or the 
ultimate construction.  “We don't 
find that a deterrent.” 
     For everyone who is interested 
in older neighborhoods and their 
preservation, this construction 
means more than just another new 
house in Manhattan.  It shows that 
there are businesses that are willing 
to invest in older, historic areas of 
town.  Let’s hope the trend contin-
ues. 
     This residence will be for sale 
and should be completed in the 
spring of 2007.  Contact Renewal 
Ventures at 785-776-4912 for more 
information. 

 

Thank you KDOT! 

     After having provided approximately 
$900,000 in funding for Manhattan’s Union 
Pacific rehabilitation project, the Kansas 
Department of Transportation sent photog-
rapher Sonya Schueneman to document the 
June 3rd dedication ceremony.  Her photo 
of Jim Sherow portraying President Teddy 
Roosevelt is featured on July’s cover of 
KDOT’s employee publication Translines. 

An Interview With Brent Bowman by Dixie West 

 

 

 



$15 student level— Pat Zarger, Hal Dace, Elizabeth Harmon, Sally Lee, Charlene Brownson,            
Meghan Dowdy. 

$35+ Maintenance level— Phil and Dawn Anderson, Lance and Melanie Klein, Tom and Karen      
Roberts, K Taylor, Stuart C. and Nancy B. Williams, Judy Willingham, Alice Edmunds, Elaine Mohr, 
Patricia and Ray Weisenburger, Cheryl Walters, Criss Mayfield, Lawrence and Mary H. Pollack, 
Clark and Nancy Danner , Gerald and Martha Powell, Richard and Kimberly Smith, Bill Pallett, 
Mary Ann Fleming, Endacott Lighting, Jane Gibson, Jean Hulbert, Ruth Abbott, Corina Hugo, 
Vladimir Krstic and Marina Pecar-Krstic, Jeanne Jaccard Parker, Lelah Dushkin, Kate Watson, 
Rod Harms and Stephanie Rolley, Bernd and Enell Foerster, Richard and Sylvia Beeman, Steve 
Lee and Nancy Raleigh. 

$100 + Historical level—Meri Werner, Mimi Balderson, Suzanne Siepl-Coates and Gary Coates, 
Brian and Jayme Morris-Hardeman, Virginia M. Quiring, Bruce and Leslie Snead,   Rev. H. Wayne and 
Beverly Fink, Marjorie Heyne, Bowman Bowman Novick, Inc., Fran Ellis, Forrest Chumley and Bar-
bara Valent, George and Julie Strecker, Gene Laughlin, Commerce Bank, John and Barbara Rees, 
Marilyn McCord, Patricia O'Brien, Bruce McMillan AIA Architects P.A., David and Kathy                
Dzewaltowski, John and Karen McCulloh, John Reese, William and Donna Schenck-Hamlin, Van 
and Barbara Withee. 

$250+ Preservation level- Burke and Margery Bayer, Verlyn Richards, Steve and Deborah 
Saroff, Chuck and Marsha Tannehill, Ron and Dixie West, Gwyn Riffel, James Sherow and Bonnie 
Lynn-Sherow, Mr. and Mrs. Perry C. Peine, Hal and Phyllis Broadie, Jean Bigbee Hill, Jerry and 
Linda Weis, Larry and Linda Glasgow, Barbara Poresky, Steve and Whitney Short. 

 

 

Annual Meeting Notice 
     The annual meeting will be held on Thursday, Sep-
tember 14th, at 7:30 p.m. at Manhattan’s Union Pacific 
depot.  All members in good standing are eligible to 
participate in the election of directors for at least four 
open seats on the board.  A slate of candidates will be 
offered by the nominating committee and nomina-
tions will be accepted from the floor. 
     Many members have already paid dues through 
September of 2007.  The dues levels are $15+ Student, 
$35+ Maintenance, $100+ Historical, $250+ Preserva-
tion, and $500+ Landmark. 
     The outgoing directors are Gary Ellis, Linda Glas-
gow, Michael Mecseri, and Barbara Poresky.  Incom-
ing directors will join the directors whose terms will 
expire in September of 2007— Elizabeth Harmon, 
Patricia O’Brien, and Debbie Saroff, and the  directors 
whose terms will expire in September of 2008— Fran 
Ellis, Bonnie Lynn-Sherow, Judine Mecseri, and Dixie 
West. 
     The newly constituted board will choose the offi-
cers for the 2006-2007 year. 

Radio Kansas 
     The M/RCPA board would like the organization to 
become an underwriter on Radio Kansas.  Several 
members have already donated towards this purpose 
and others are intending to donate.  Once we pool 
$500 the M/RCPA can enter into a contract with Ra-
dio Kansas which will allow us to publicize our mes-
sage (and web address!) throughout the state. 
     If you plan to donate to Radio Kansas and would 
like to do so by donating to the M/RCPA, please write 
your check to the M/RCPA with “Radio Kansas” on 
the comment line and mail to P.O. 1893, 
Manhattan, KS  66505-1893.  Donations to the       
M/RCPA are tax deductible.  A contract at the $500 
level will give us twenty-five radio spots on a variety of 
programs such as news, Car Talk, and A Prairie Home 
Companion. 

Depot Dedication Speeches 
     Angel 95 Radio made an audio recording of the 
speeches that were given at the depot dedication on 
June 3rd.  The Riley County Historical Museum has  
several duplicate copies on CD that are now available 
for check-out.  The Museum is located at 2309 Claflin 
Road in Manhattan.  The museum’s phone number is 
785-565-6490.  Thank you Angel 95! 

More information:  www.preservemanhattan.org 
Contact us:  info@preservemanhattan.org   

P.O. Box 1893, Manhattan, KS  66505-1893 

DUES  ARE NORMALLY PAID AT THE ANNUAL MEETING IN SEPTEMBER 

PARTICIPANTS IN THIS SPRING’S SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

WILL REMAIN IN GOOD STANDING UNTIL THE ANNUAL MEETING IN SEPTEMBER OF 2007  



M/RCPA 

P. O. Box 1893 

Manhattan, KS 

66505-1893 

 

The new book by 
Lowell jack 

For more information 
call 539-4072 


