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a Russian olive, Japanese lilacs, and 
numerous perennials (Colvin). 
Herbert Roberts also dammed a 
ravine to create a small lake. The 
overall effect was the Robertses had 
created a secluded enclave on the 
western edge of Manhattan, 
described as a “delightful suburban 
villa of modern style” (“The frame 
work”). 
     Anna Roberts was active in the 
community, having been involved 
in the Domestic Science Club, the 
Parent-Teacher Association, and 
organizations related to public 
health and welfare. A graduate of 
Vassar College, she enjoyed 
intellectual pursuits and wrote an 
article that was published in 
Popular Science. Anna organized a 
neighborhood kindergarten, which 
was believed to be the first of its 
kind in the state (“Funeral”). Social 
notices in Manhattan newspapers 
indicate the Robertses regularly 
entertained at 1920 Poyntz Avenue 
and were well known in the 
community. 
     Tragically, Anna Roberts died  
 
 
 

Above, Tanglewood, 1920 Poyntz Avenue. 

     Near the west end of Poyntz 
Avenue hidden in a grove of trees 
is a historic stone home, barely 
visible through the foliage. In the 
winter months when the trees are 
bare, passersby might be able to 
catch the smallest glimpse of a 
structure as they drive past. This 
delightful mystery of a house is 
known as Tanglewood Place, 
located at 1920 Poyntz Avenue.  
     The original owners of the 
house were Herbert F. and Anna 
Roberts. Newspaper notices in 
1904 indicate the Robertses were 
building an eight-room “suburban” 
dwelling on several acres of land at 
the west end of Poyntz Avenue. 
The lower level was stone, and the 
upper level was wood framed. As 
the home was nearing completion, 
it was described as “decidedly 
picturesque” (“The frame work”).  
     Herbert Roberts, who was a 
graduate of the Univ. of Kansas 
and had also received a master’s 
from Kansas State Agricultural 
College (KSAC), joined KSAC’s 
faculty in 1901 as a botanist. His 
research focused on seed breeding 
to improve wheat and alfalfa 
varieties, and KSAC became 
known for its vast seed collection 
(Walters, 173). Given that Herbert 
was a botanist, it’s not surprising 
that he turned his attention to the 
extensive grounds of his new 
home, which in size, were equal to 
almost three-quarters of a city 
block. He planted the hillside with 
an assortment of unusual trees and 
plants. The property featured 
persimmon trees, white oak, pines, 
,  
      
 

Tanglewood Place: A Historic Treasure in the Woods 
       suddenly on Jan. 30, 1917, a  

      few days after undergoing a  
      surgical procedure. Her funeral  
      was held in her home, which  
      was a common practice at the  
      time. Many friends and  
      community members attended  
      her funeral, and KSAC  
      President Henry Waters was  
      one of the speakers (“Funeral”).  
      In addition to her husband,  
      Anna left behind three sons, the 
youngest of whom was only four 
years old.  
     Understandably, Anna’s passing 
was devastating to her family, 
especially to her husband. A few 
months after his wife’s death, 
Herbert Roberts suffered a nervous 
breakdown and spent two weeks in 
a sanitarium, and then resumed 
working at KSAC (“Prof. Roberts 
to sanitarium”). By the fall of 1917, 
Herbert was struggling again, and 
he was granted a one-year leave of 
absence from KSAC (“Prof. 
Roberts granted leave”). 
     A public notice in a January 
1918 newspaper stated that Herbert 
Roberts was considered “insane,” 
and the Riley County Probate 
Court had appointed William 
Andrews, who was a KSAC 
professor and friend of the 
Robertses, to serve as Herbert’s 
legal guardian (“Publication 
notice”). Not long after, another 
legal notice announced that 
William Andrews planned to sell 
lots owned by the Robertses in 
Manhattan’s Ward 1 and also 
planned to lease the home at 1920  
(continued on pg. 2) 
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(continued from pg. 1) 
Poyntz in order to provide 
financial support for Herbert 
Roberts and his children 
(“Notice”). Subsequent classified 
ads show three- and five-room 
apartments as available to rent at 
1920 Poyntz. 
     Herbert Roberts left Man-
hattan in the fall of 1919 to accept 
a position at the Univ. of 
Manitoba in Canada, and in the 
spring of 1920, 1920 Poyntz was 
sold to Myrtle Skinner. Myrtle 
was a widow with seven children, 
and the older children were grown 
and starting their own families. 
One of Myrtle’s young grand-
daughters was Marianna Kistler, 
whom the Marianna Kistler Beach 
Museum of Art on the Kansas 
State campus is named for today. 
A newspaper notice announcing 
the change in ownership of 1920 
Poynz stated, “Mrs. Myrtle 
Skinner has purchased the 
residence on Poyntz formerly 
owned by Prof. H. F. Roberts,  
and has christened the residence 
with its beautiful grounds, 
Tanglewood Place. The former 
owner of ‘Tanglewood Place,’ 
Prof. Roberts, was for a number  
of years professor of botany at the 
college, and the grounds about the 
house abound with rare and 
beautiful flowers and shrubs” 
(“Purchases Roberts place”). 
     Before long, the name Tangle-
wood became well known in the 
community and synonymous with 
the stone home on the west end of 
Poyntz. Myrtle Skinner regularly 
entertained, and social notices 
would say she had entertained 
guests at Tanglewood, or notices 
would list Myrtle’s address simply 
as “Tanglewood.” 
     During the years of Myrtle 
Skinner’s ownership, the property 
continued to be known for its 
densely wooded lot, and Myrtle 
strived to care for the numerous 
plantings. During a period of  
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Top, Tanglewood, 1920 Poyntz Ave. Middle, 
the addition to Tanglewood that was built in 
1950. Bottom, Tanglewood as viewed from 
Poyntz Ave.  

prolonged drought in Manhattan, 
city officials were concerned that 
many trees would die, particularly 
younger trees. In an effort to save 
trees endangered by the drought, 
city commissioners authorized free 
water for trees in 1935 and urged 
homeowners to apply for it and 
then receive a credit on their water 
bills. The city, however, wasn’t 
prepared for tree-covered 
properties like Tanglewood. Myrtle 
applied for free water for 158 trees, 
which included 127 trees larger 
than four inches in diameter 
entitled to 500 gal. each and 31 
 

      smaller trees entitled to 100 gal.   
      each (“City unprepared”). In  
      total, Tanglewood’s trees were  
      eligible for 66,600 gallons of  
      free water, though Myrtle still  
      had to pay the required  
      minimum fee, which was $2. 
           Myrtle Skinner had owned  
      Tanglewood slightly over 20  
      years when she passed away in  
      1941. Following Myrtle’s death, 
      ads in the classifieds through  
    the end of 1943 list the property  
    as available for sale or rent, but  
    it’s unclear whether the property  
    had changed hands or if her heirs  
    still owned it.  
         In early 1944, Harry K. and  
    Mildred (Millie) Wareham  
    purchased Tanglewood. The  
    Warehams had lived in various  
    cities around the country where  
    Harry managed theaters, before  
    returning to Manhattan in 1938  
    when Harry became the manager  
    of the Wareham Theater in 
    downtown Manhattan (“A new  
    theatre”). During the first few  
    years that the Warehams owned  
    Tanglewood, they rented the  
    property. 
       Harry K. Wareham was named  
  for his uncle, Harry P. Wareham.  
  Harry P. Wareham and his brother  
  Will, who was Harry K.’s father,  
  were prominent in the commercial 
development of Manhattan from 
before the turn of the 20th Century. 
The Warehams operated, among 
other interests, the Wareham Opera 
House, an ice business, the tele-
phone company, and the sewer 
system of Manhattan.  
     As mentioned, Harry K. Ware-
ham was involved in the theater 
business and had a distinguished 
career in theater management, 
which positioned him to meet many 
famous entertainers. When 
entertainer Red Skelton was in 
Manhattan in 1977 to perform a 
sold-out show at the Ahearn 
Fieldhouse, he visited his old friend  
(continued on pg. 3) 
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original portion of the house was 
completely remodeled to serve as 
the living areas and included a large 
entryway, kitchen, and a 
combination living and dining room 
that was 44 ft. in length. The 
immense living room fireplace was 
constructed from materials that had 
formerly served as bank counters.  
     The bedrooms were located in 
the new wing addition. The addition 
was divided by a long hallway, with 
the master bedroom on one side, 
encompassing half of the addition, 
and two bedrooms with a shared, 
jack-and-jill bathroom on the other 
side. The master bedroom was 48 ft. 
in length and featured a large master 
bathroom and two large wardrobes. 
At the end of the hall was a Dutch 
door, which led to the yard (Colvin, 
Saralena). 
     Millie Wareham passed away in 
1977, and Harry K. Wareham died 
in 1980. They had owned the 
property for 36 years, and as was 
the case with Myrtle Skinner, they 
were so closely associated with the 
property that newspaper notices 
would list their address simply as 
“Tanglewood.” 
     Following the deaths of the 
Warehams, 1920 Poyntz was rented.  
Then, in 1991, Tanglewood’s 
current owners, Bob and Tish 
Simpson, were presented with the 
opportunity to purchase it, and the 
Simpsons quickly decided to make 
Tanglewood their home. The 
Simpsons had experience reno-
vating older homes, which Tish 
believes was a factor in the Ware-
ham family’s feeling comfortable 
with parting with Tanglewood. The 
addition had foundation issues, 
which might have caused others to 
hesitate to buy the house, but the 
Simpsons knew they were up to the 
challenge it posed.  
     Addressing the foundation was 
no small feat. Mudjacking was used 
to level the foundation, which 
involved lifting 300,000 lbs. of the 
structure and pouring new concrete 
 
     
     	

(continued from pg. 2) 
Harry K. Wareham before he left 
town. The two had met in the 
1930s when Red was performing a 
show at the RKO Palace Theater 
in Cleveland, OH, where Harry 
worked as the assistant manager. 
Red received a telegram, inviting 
him to Hollywood for a screen 
test, but he lacked the funds to 
travel to California. Harry gave 
Red Skelton an advance on his 
salary to pay for the trip, and Red 
credited Harry as helping to 
launch his film career. The two 
had stayed in touch over the forty 
years that had passed since those 
early Vaudeville days (Felber). 
     Millie Wareham was an 
accomplished organist. In 
Manhattan, her talents were highly 
sought, and she provided musical 
accompaniment for many 
occasions and local activities, 
including the Little American 
Royal, the Block and Bridle Club 
horse shows, and for inter-
collegiate rodeos (“Tuesday 
rites”). 
     In 1950, the Warehams made 
significant changes to the 
property. They were issued a 
permit for $20,000 to renovate 
Tanglewood, which involved 
removing most of the original 
second level and building a large 
stone addition, which ultimately 
was larger than the remaining 
portion of the original house 
(“Issues permit”). The architect 
for the project was Morris H. 
Beckman, the builder was Mont 
Green, and the stone was provided 
by Bayer Stone. At the time of the 
renovations, the U.S. was engaged 
in the Korean Conflict, making 
some construction materials hard 
to come by. Steel planned for the 
construction was in short supply, 
so the addition was built on 
concrete piers.  
     After the work was completed,  
the Warehams moved into the 
home and ceased to rent it.  The 
      

piers. The addition was heated by 
baseboard heaters as well as hot 
water flowing through copper 
tubing embedded in the concrete 
flooring. The Simpsons changed the 
heat source, but the copper tubing is 
still encased in the flooring.  
     The Simpsons have made a few 
additional improvements over the 
years but say they’ve strived to be 
mindful of the house’s history and 
to select compatible designs and 
materials. They updated the bath-
rooms, and a few years ago, the 
kitchen was completely remodeled. 
When they purchased the house, the 
kitchen featured St. Charles brand 
metal cabinets, which for many 
years were considered the top of the 
line in cabinets and a status symbol. 
In planning the kitchen renovation, 
it was important to the Simpsons to 
maintain the kitchen’s original 
footprint and scale rather than  
(continued on pg. 4) 
 

	

Top, the original two-story house at 1920 
Poyntz Ave. in 1949. Bottom, the house’s 
second floor undergoing demolition in 1949. 
Both photos are courtesy of Bob and Tish 
Simpson. 
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that’s attracted to their private 
forest, and love feeling like they’re 
      
 

living in the country while in the 
middle of town.  
     The small lake created by 
Herbert Roberts in 1904 no longer 
exists, but his influence on the 
property is unmistakable and can 
be seen in the dense woods that 
envelope the property. His 
plantings continue to flourish, 
having been cared for and nurtured 
over the years by the handful of 
owners who have been fortunate to 
call Tanglewood home. More than 
a century later, the setting is still 
“decidedly picturesque,” and it 
isn’t hard to see why Myrtle 
Skinner was inspired to christen the 
secluded haven Tanglewood Place.  
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Top, Tanglewood’s beautiful gardens. The 
photo is courtesy of Bob and Tish Simpson. 
Middle, the note beneath the attic stairs’ 
newel post cap. Bottom, Tanglewood’s 
address plaque.  

(continued from pg. 3) 
create a more expansive space that 
wouldn’t fit the house’s character.    
     While the kitchen project was 
underway, a section of the plaster 
was removed. The kitchen’s plaster 
had been applied to wire mesh, and 
when the plaster was removed, it 
revealed women’s hosiery stuffed in 
the wire mesh. The Simpsons don’t 
know the reason for the hosiery but 
speculate it might have been used to 
deter mice. 
     When the Warehams renovated 
Tanglewood, they removed the  
majority of the original second level, 
leaving only a smaller attic area. The 
Simpsons chose to renovate the attic 
space to create a guest bedroom and 
home office. During the attic project, 
the Simpsons discovered the original 
room divisions from when the space 
had been a full second floor. The 
Wareham family had also alerted the 
Simpsons to a special treasure to 
look for in the attic. The artifact was 
the kind that every owner of an older 
home hopes to find – a note left by a 
previous owner. Beneath the cap of 
the attic stairs’ newel post was a note 
left by the Skinners. The note said, 
“Mrs. E. T. Skinner and sons Paul 
and Theodore and niece Elsie 
Farring[ton] and little girl Ruth 
Skinner lived here April 22, 1920 
and gave it the name Tanglewood 
Place.” 
     The Simpsons say they’ve 
enjoyed the 30 years they have made 
Tanglewood their home. They 
appreciate the property’s history and 
uniqueness, enjoy all the wildlife 
      
      

Community House Update 
					During the February meeting of 
the Historic Resources Board (HRB), 
the board discussed a proposed 
revision to the final plan of the 
Community House’s renovation 
project. The revision called for 
constructing a two-level structure 

for offices and classrooms inside 
the Community House’s open gym 
space. The structure would 
consume approximately 840 sq. ft. 
of floor space. A previous proposal 
to construct an apartment in the 
open gym space had been with- 

	

drawn by the developer. 
     The Community House, 
located at 120 North 4th Street, 
was built in 1917-18 to provide 
recreation and relaxation space for 
both community members and     
(continued on pg. 5) 

	



	
	
	
	
	

5	M/RCPA 
 

April 2021 
	

retain a level of community access. 
Ben Burton responded that the 
basement level has a lounge area, 
and it might be possible for the 
public to reserve the lounge for 
meetings and gatherings.  
     The members of the HRB voted 
unanimously that the proposed two-
level structure met the U.S. Sec. of 
the Interior’s standards, which 
means the project can move 
forward. 
 
 
 

ceiling. The plans call for the 
enclosure to be made of metal  
with full-height glass walls to  
create more of an open feel  
and to reduce the visual 
impact on the space. The  
second level is proposed to be 
stepped back in order to  
create a walkway to access  
the classrooms on the upper  
level.  
     During the HRB meeting,  
Ben Burton, representing the 
developer, said the tenant for  
the space will be Turbine  
Training Center, which is a  
flight school. Flight simulators  
will be located in the remaining  
gym space and will be  
completely removable, should  
the tenant ever leave. Mr.  
Burton also stated the  
Community House is capable  
of handling the weight of the  
flight simulators.  
     Board members discussed the 
proposed revision and the two-level 
structure and were generally 
supportive of the plan. Board 
member Kevin West commented 
that he thought the current amend-
ment provided a better balance than 
the previously proposed apartment. 
Board member Jana Fallin 
commented that she was still 
thinking about how the building 
was originally intended to be 
community space, and she was sad 
to see its use move away from that. 
She wanted to see the building  
 
 

(continued from pg. 4) 
soldiers training at Ft. Riley for 
service in World War I. The 
building is dedicated to those who 
served in World War I and is 
listed on both the state and 
national historic registers.  
     The Community House was 
owned by the City of Manhattan 
for many years until it was sold to 
a private developer for $1. The 
terms of the sale included a 
$500,000 grant to the developer 
from the Economic Development 
Fund, which won’t be released 
until the developer has invested $2 
million in the project. The terms 
of the sale required that the 
Community House maintain its 
historic registry status. The 
developer had also sought state 
and federal rehabilitation tax 
credits. The use of tax credits and 
the building’s historic registry 
status mean the renovation plans 
were required to meet the U.S. 
Sec. of the Interior’s Standards for 
the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. It also means the 
proposed amendment to the plans 
was required to be reviewed by 
the HRB.  
     The proposed two-level 
structure would be constructed in 
the east end of the open gym 
space. The structure would not 
touch the north or south walls, 
leaving those walls and associated 
windows visible. The structure 
would also not be attached to the  
 
 
   
 
 
      
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
  

Both photos show the Community House with 
the renovation project in progress, March 
2021. 

	

Remembering the 1951 Flood: When a School Became the Post Office 
     The summer of 2021 will mark 
70 years since Manhattan 
experienced a major flood event in 
1951. Beginning in April that year, 
storms had dumped 28 inches of 
rain over the Kansas River basin, 
resulting in saturated ground that 
couldn’t further absorb the heavy 
rains that fell in July 1951.  

					The Blue and Kansas Rivers’ 
watersheds already had elevated 
water levels heading into July 
1951, and then 12 inches of rain 
fell during the first 13 days of July, 
worsening the situation. The 
Kansas River rose five feet in just 
a few hours. Suddenly, Manhattan 
residents were bracing for a major  

disaster. 
    Flood waters inundated down-
town, and one of the buildings that 
was flooded was the main post 
office, which was located at 401 
Houston Street at the time. 
     Flood waters crept into the post 
office and reached a depth of 18 in.   
(continued on pg. 6) 
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properties. Evacuees were  
able to pick up their mail at 
Roosevelt (“Cleanup begins”). 
Some rural areas were  
difficult to access due to flood 
water or damaged roads,  
resulting in much longer,  
circuitous routes in order to  
reach customers. Those routes 
didn’t receive daily service  
because it took carriers more than 
one day to drive the routes (“Mail 
service”). 
     The post office building suffered 
considerable damage, estimated to 
be in the range of $20,000-25,000 
in 1951 dollars, which is approx-
imately $200,000-250,000 in 
today’s dollars. All of the interior 
woodwork was damaged, and the 
wood floors were beyond repair. 
The interior walls would need 
extensive painting, and the 
building’s exterior also needed 
repairs. The tile floor in the main 
lobby survived the flood water for 
the most part, with only two 
sections needing replaced 
(“Postoffice moves”). 
     Engineers from the federal 
government examined the flood-
damaged post office building, 
making note of the repairs 
considered mandatory. All of the 
major work was required to be 
approved by the postal service’s 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
(“Postoffice moves”). 
     Another challenge hampering 
the post-flood recovery was damage 
to the sanitary sewer system in the 
downtown area. The flood had 
caused sewer line breaks and cave-
ins (“Ask merchants”). The post 
office building wouldn’t be able to 
re-open until the sewer repairs were 
completed. 
     It was hoped that the post office 
building would be in good enough 
shape by Aug. 30th to vacate the 
temporary location and re-open at 
Fourth and Houston Streets, leaving 
Roosevelt ready to welcome school 
children for a new school year,  
 
 
 

which was assuming school could 
begin as planned. The school   
district had suffered an estimated 
$500,000 in damages, and initially, 
the school board wasn’t certain 
that school would be able to start 
in the fall as scheduled. Flood 
water had infiltrated the basements 
of Bluemont, Woodrow Wilson, 
and Douglass, and the junior high-
senior high building at Ninth and 
Poyntz (MHS East Campus today) 
also suffered considerable damage 
(“School”).  
     The Bennett Construction 
Company was hired to repair the 
post office building and worked 
hard to make repairs as quickly as 
possible. All of the interior wood-
work was refinished, walls were 
repainted, and the wood flooring 
was removed and replaced with 
concrete, with the thinking that 
concrete flooring would better 
tolerate potential future flooding 
(“Postoffice moves”). 
     By Friday, Aug. 17th, the post 
office building was sufficiently 
repaired to begin moving equip-
ment back into it. The move from 
Roosevelt continued through the 
weekend, and the post office re-
opened at 401 Houston Street on 
Monday (“Postoffice moves”). 
Soon after, it was reported that 
Roosevelt was in “tip-top shape,” 
following the departure of the post 
office, and the school building was 
ready for the school year, which  
(continued on pg. 7) 
 
 
 

  

(continued from pg. 5) 
on the first floor, making it 
impossible to continue to process 
mail in the building. While water 
levels were elevated, mail coming 
to Manhattan had stopped, and 
mail deliveries in Manhattan had 
also halted. (“Postoffice at 
Roosevelt”). Within a few days of 
the post office’s flooding, the 
decision was made to create a 
temporary post office at Theodore 
Roosevelt Elementary School, 
located at 1401 Houston Street, 
which had been made available for 
emergency use. Since it was 
summer, school was not in session 
to cause a conflict. Roosevelt was 
also selected because it was higher 
than the flood line and not in 
danger of flooding (“Postoffice 
gone”), which may seem obvious 
given how far Roosevelt is from 
the river, but the flood water had 
extended as far west as City Park, 
allowing evacuees to be dropped 
off at the park by boat. 
     Because incoming mail had 
stopped, no mail was lost due to 
the flood. After the flood water had 
crested and had begun to recede, 
postal employees dedicated the 
Sunday afternoon of July 22, 1951, 
to wade through knee-deep water 
and muck to reach the post office. 
Conditions inside the building 
weren’t much better, as employees 
worked to identify essential equip-
ment and furniture to relocate to 
Roosevelt. Postal machinery, 
desks, and the majority of the post 
office boxes were selected to make 
the move. The rest of the Sunday 
afternoon was spent transferring 
the equipment and getting the 
temporary post office up and 
running (“Mail service”). 
     The temporary post office was 
operational a few days later, and 
mail services resumed, although 
somewhat altered by the flood 
conditions. Many residents had 
evacuated, and mail was not 
delivered to flooded and vacant  
 

Above, the post office at 401 Houston St. 
The photo is courtesy of the Riley County 
Historical Society and Museum. 



	
	
	
	
	

7	 April 2021 
 

M/RCPA 
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began on Sept. 5th as scheduled 
(“Postoffice gone”). 
     After spending approximately 
one month at Roosevelt, the 
operations of the post office were 
largely back to normal, and a few 
weeks later when the school year 
began, Roosevelt returned to 
educating children instead of 
processing mail.  
 
To read more about the 1951 
flood, see the M/RCPA’s August 
2016 newsletter, which is available 
on our website, 
www.preservemanhattan.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 

     In 2006, a renovated Union 
Pacific Depot was opened and 
dedicated. Since then, the depot has 
seen consistent use as a rentable 
public event space. Over the years, 
it’s been apparent that the depot’s 
acoustics have been less than ideal, 
and renters have mentioned the poor 
acoustics as a drawback of the space.  
     The depot was built in 1901, and 
while intended to provide com-
fortable surroundings for rail 
passengers, it was largely utilitarian 
in nature with no need for good 
acoustics. When the depot was 
renovated, the interior was provided 
with furnishings, window coverings, 
and audio-visual equipment to make 
it a user-friendly event space. 
Addressing the acoustics, however, 
had not been part of the renovations.  
     Several years have passed since 
the first phases of the depot’s 
renovations were completed, and 15 
years have passed since the most 
recent improvements. The depot has 
needed a few repairs over the years in 
order for it to continue to be a 
desirable event space, such as 
improving the structural integrity of 
the floor and repairing windows, 
doors, gutters, and the exterior fascia. 
Improving the acoustics has been on 
	

the radar for a number of years, but 
these other, more pressing needs 
have had to take priority. 
     Recently, members of the 
M/RCPA’s board were invited to 
tour the College Avenue United 
Methodist Church to check out the 
acoustic material that had been 
added to the ceiling of the church’s 
fellowship hall. Board members’ 
observations were the hall’s fabric-
covered acoustic panels were low 
profile and fairly unobtrusive, 
which might mean something 
similar would be appropriate for the 
depot and would improve the 
depot’s acoustics. The depot was 
added to the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places in 1978, which 
means treatments and materials 
introduced to the depot’s interior 
would need to be compatible with 
the building’s historic character and 
not detract from it.  
     The M/RCPA was heavily 
involved with the depot’s reno-
vation and provided significant 
financial contributions to the 
project, but the building is owned 
by the City of Manhattan. A 
decision about improving the 
depot’s acoustics would ultimately 
be up to the city. 
      
 

2021 Preservation 
Awards 

     The M/RCPA will honor 
outstanding local historic 
preservation projects with the 
Historic Preservation Building 
Awards later this spring. 
Normally, the M/RCPA holds an 
awards event to recognize 
honorees, but this year due to the 
ongoing pandemic, the Board of 
Directors decided to not hold an 
in-person event. Projects to be 
recognized will be announced in a 
format yet to be determined. 
Watch for details to follow. 
 
 
      
 
 
 
  

Manhattan/Riley County  
Preservation Alliance 
Linda Glasgow, President 
P. O. Box 1893 
Manhattan, KS 66505 
 

E-mail:  mrcpanewsletter@gmail.com 
Website:  
www.preservemanhattan.org 
 
The Board of Directors meets the 
second Thursday of the month via 
Zoom. Members are welcome to 
participate in board meetings. Contact 
the M/RCPA if you would like to 
participate in a board meeting. 
 
 
 

Newsletter editor:  Kathy Dzewaltowski 
 
 

Improving the Depot’s Acoustics 

     All of the articles in the April 
2021 newsletter were written by 
Kathy Dzewaltowski. 
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$15 Student Level 
Lacy Fisher, Jamie Koeppe 
$35 Historic Level 
Mary Anne Andrews, Richard & Sylvia Beeman, Will & Darla Boyer, Steven Brewer, Dede Brokesh, Charlene Brownson, 
Cheryl Collins, Margaret Conrow, Melvin & Randi Dale, Mike & Jan Danenberg, Renee Erickson, David & Jana Fallin, 
Sara Fisher, Richard Harris, Debby Hiett, Jean Bigbee Hill, Corina Hugo, Melissa Janulis, Claudia Jones, Kent Kellams, 
Lowell & Stacy Kohlmeier, Phillip & Camille Korenek, Marianne Korten, Nancy Raleigh & Steve Lee, Judith Major, 
Dawn Munger, Felisa Osburn, Bill Pallet, Allana Parker, Barbara Peck, Jerry & Martha Powell, Gloria Juhl Raney, Roger & 
Virginia Reitz, Linda Rice, Lauren W. Ritterbush, Tom & Karen Roberts, Catherine Roy-Tremblay, Sharlin Sargent, Frank 
& Mary Siegle, Richard & Kimberly Smith, Alicia Stott, Mary Elizabeth Walters, Ken & Nina Warren, Ron & Dixie West, 
Judith Willingham 
$100 Preservation Level 
Barbara G. Anderson, Phil & Dawn Anderson, Mimi Balderson, Brent Bowman, Preston & Diana Chapel, Nancy Danner, 
Dwight & Marla Day, Gary & Paula Ellis, Calvin & Genie Emig, Wanda Fateley, Debbie Nuss & Brad Fenwick, Joe & 
Janette Gelroth, Jane Gibson, Ann Kosch, Robert D. Linder, Karen McCulloh, Dori Milldyke, Linda Morse, Larry & Sandy 
Murphy, Karin Westman & Phil Nel, Marina Pecar-Krstic, John & Mary Beth Reese, George & Julie Strecker, Ronald E. 
Wells, Nancy B. Williams 
$125 Corporate Preservation 
Bria Taddiken-Williams/Coldwell Banker Real Estate Advisors, Rick & Judy Glowiak, Strecker Nelson West 
Gallery/Kevin West & Alyn Pennington West 
$250 Landmark Level 
David & Kathy Dzewaltowski, Larry & Linda Glasgow, Mark & Ann Knackendoffel, Barbara Poresky 
Honorary Lifetime Members 
Mel Borst, Enell Foerster (in memory of Bernd Foerster), Edna L. Williams 
 
      
 
 

2020-21 M/RCPA Membership Roster 

M/RCPA  
P.O. Box 1893 
Manhattan, KS 
66505-1893	


