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NATION || Ohio kidnapper found dead
The man serving a life term in prison for holding three
women captive is believed to have committed suicide. A5
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Photos submitted by
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COMING THURSDAY | What to do this weekend, plus coverage of Wednesday’s USD 383 school board meeting. Page AA1
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With the stage in the background, a home-school volleyball team practices in the Peace Memorial Auditorium Wednesday morning. Veterans Tuesday
expressed their concerns about a plan to remove the stage from the auditorium during renovations. 

A plaque outside the auditorium
dedicates it to early settlers and “to
those patriotic citizens who sacri-
ficed their lives so that American
democracy might be preserved.” 

Stage fighting

Corene Brisendine
cbrisendine@themercury.com

Emotions ran high during
the debate over what to do
with the Peace Memorial

Auditorium at Tuesday night’s
city commission meeting. 

Following more than three
hours of discussion, commis-
sioners eventually voted 3-2
against moving forward with a
plan to remove the stage and
build offices where the perma-
nent seating is. Instead, they
agreed to look at alternatives
that would keep the auditorium
intact while moving Parks and
Recreation offices to City Hall.

Mayor John Matta and Com-
missioner Wynn Butler supplied
the two votes to stick to the origi-
nal plan, saying that keeping the
stage and moving the offices
would not be fiscally conserva-

tive. However, commissioners
Rich Jankovich, Usha Reddi and
Karen McCulloh opted to revisit
alternatives proposed more than
a year ago in order to see whether
the stage could be kept and the
offices moved while staying
within the $3 million cost of the
planned renovations.

City officials said the audito-
rium was designated as a memor-
ial to 101 Manhattan soldiers
killed during World War II as
part of a campaign to win voter
approval of an $800,000 bond
issue. 

The dedication ceremony in
1955 referenced not only the
WWII soldiers, but anyone who
had died from Manhattan “for
democracy” and to the pioneers
who first settled Manhattan.
That was a heated subject during
Tuesday night’s commission
meeting.

Several people in attendance
said the auditorium was solely a
memorial to the WWII soldiers
who died in combat, but commis-
sioners and city officials reiter-
ated that the plaque on the wall
outside the auditorium, the
speech given by the former
mayor during the dedication,
and the program included more
than WWII soldiers or veterans. 

All parties agreed that the city
did a poor job of maintaining the
auditorium as a memorial.
Beyond that, both current and
former residents accused com-
missioners of not being transpar-
ent in their decision to renovate
the auditorium, to which Reddi
took offense. She said the com-
mission has debated what to do
with the auditorium and Parks
and Rec offices for more than a

CITY COMMISSION‘Hard 50’
goes to
Senate
Associated Press

TOPEKA — A Kansas Senate
committee has endorsed a pro-
posal revamping a law impos-
ing an automatic 50-year sen-
tence on some convicted mur-
derers, sending the bill to the
Senate floor for debate.

Senate leaders scheduled
final action on the bill for
Wednesday afternoon, hoping
to end a special session
prompted by a U.S. Supreme
Court decision striking down a
similar law in Virginia.

The House passed the mea-
sure 122-0 Tuesday. The Senate
Judiciary Committee made no
changes to the bill.

Kansas adopted the so-
called Hard 50 prison sentence
in 1990, when the Legislature
rejected the death penalty but
wanted to ensure long sen-
tences in certain murder cases.

The new law would apply to
about 45 cases that are being
tried or on appeal.

In Kansas, the only penalties
tougher than the ‘‘Hard 50’’ are
capital punishment and life
without parole, the alternative
to death in a capital case and a
sentence also possible for
some habitual, violent sex
offenders. The initial version
was adopted in 1990, after law-
makers rejected the death
penalty but wanted to ensure
long prison sentences.

Prosecutors used the law
regularly with little debate
before the high court ruled in
June that only a jury, not a
judge, should be able to
impose such a sentence in a
Virginia case.

Pompeo
supports
strike

After 3 hours of debate, commission changes course on auditorium

Commissioners sign off
on roundabout sculpture
Corene Brisendine
cbrisendine@themercury.com

Commissioners voted 4-1
Tuesday to sign a contract with
Tom Ford to create a sculpture
for the roundabout at Fourth
Street and Bluemont Avenue. 

Commissioner Wynn Butler
cast the opposing vote, citing a
concern about "mission creep."
He noted a provision in the con-
tract that excess revenues from
the sale of 50 small models of the
sculpture would have to be used
to fund other parks and rec "art
projects," and that those would
be stipulated by a committee that
had been created to select the
sculpture. 

The 50 small models will be
priced at $4,150 each, and if they
all sell the city’s share would be
$60,000. That would be enough to
cover most of the $64,000 cost of
the sculpture. The city has also

Prep football
Check out our guide area high
school football teams, inside.

A model of the Kaw Indian statue
that will sit atop the Bluemont
roundabout following a Commis-
sion vote Tuesday.

SEE NO. 1, BACK PAGE

Community backing aids
reinstatement of teacher
Kristina JJackson
kjackson@themercury.com

A Riley County High School
teacher was reinstated to his
classroom position Tuesday
night.

In a unanimous vote, the
Riley County USD 378 Board of
Education lifted a suspension
imposed against Mark Laurie, a
business and computers
teacher at the high school.
Around 300 people came to
speak in favor of Laurie’s rein-
statement, causing the meeting
to be moved to the high school
gym.

Laurie was suspended with
pay for about two weeks prior to
the meeting.

Neither district officials nor
Laurie had much to say Wednes-
day morning about the basis for
either the suspension or rein-
statement. But Nick Seaton,
who helped draft the resolution
to reinstate Laurie, said Laurie
received a call from an adminis-

trator two weeks before the
start of the school year. The
administrator told him that a
member of the community had
complained about videos that
Laurie’s video production class
had uploaded to YouTube more
than a year ago. The person said
the videos featured what was
characterized as offensive
behavior, such as students
dancing suggestively behind
another student and hitting
each other over the head with
empty pop bottles.

According to Seaton, Laurie
agreed to take down the videos,
but when he arrived for the first
day of school, all of his comput-
ers were gone.

School board president
Kerry Thurlow said the board
launched an investigation after
the complaint was brought to
board members’ attention, and
Laurie was suspended in order
to allow time for the investiga-

SEE NO. 2, BACK PAGE

Associated Press

WICHITA — Kansas
Congressman Mike Pompeo
says he will vote in support of
authorizing a U.S. strike on
Syria.

The Republican congress-
man spoke Tuesday to The
Associated Press by phone
from Israel. Pompeo is travel-
ing to several Middle Eastern
countries this week as part of
his role on the House
Intelligence Committee.

The rest of the state’s all-
Republican delegation is
opposing a military response
to an alleged chemical
weapons attack in Syria that
killed hundreds.

Pompeo says a no vote in
Congress would guarantee a
bad outcome. He says the
Iranians are watching how
Americans respond to the
alleged use of chemical
weapons inside of Syria on
civilians.

He says the objective of any
military action should be the
‘‘massive degradation’’ of
Syria’s capacity to use chemi-
cal weapons.

SEE NO. 3, BACK PAGE
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year, and it is not the com-
missioners’ or city staff
members’ fault that resi-
dents do not read the city’s
website or the paper to stay
informed. 

Reddi also took offense
at an assertion by Greg
Penfield, commander of
the Manhattan VFW, that
Manhattan was not a sol-
dier-friendly city. She said
the city hired profession-
als to partner with Fort
Riley, and added that USD

383 and Kansas State Uni-
versity have excellent
relationships with the mil-
itary community. 

Butler took offense at
several audience mem-
bers using the words
“destroy” or “demolish” in
reference to the remodel
designs. He said the intent
was to view the auditorium
as a living memorial,
where utility and function
were important. He said
city staff looked hard at the
auditorium’s use, and
designed the remodeling

to accommodate the most
common uses. He said that
data showed the most use
was from team sports and
not stage performances, an
assertion that upset sever-
al in the audience. 

Matta also asked city
manager Ron Fehr to react
to assertions that the city
was spending $30,000 a
year to hold performances
in Nichols Auditorium
rather than at City Hall.
Fehr said that money was
fully recouped through
ticket sales to the perfor-

mances; and therefore cost
taxpayers nothing.

Jankovich admitted the
pleas from audience mem-
bers changed his mind
Tuesday night. He said
when he walked into the
meeting, he was convinced
that remodeling was the
right thing to do. But after
hearing from the public, he
was not as certain. He
wanted to see whether the
auditorium could be reno-
vated and Parks and Rec
offices moved to City Hall
for the same price.
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Commission changes course on Peace Memorial

$29,000 left over from con-
struction of the round-
about, which cannot be
used for any other pur-
pose.  Butler said he
thought the parks and rec
department should use
any excess as it saw fit or
upon approval of the com-
mission, rather than let-
ting the art committee
dictate the use. 

All other commission-
ers disagreed, finding
that applying the extra
revenues to future art
projects was a good use of
the extra funds. 

The sculpture is of a
Kaw Indian holding a
peace pipe in one hand
and a spear in the other. It
is titled "Peace Offering
on the Blue." The sculp-
ture will be cast out of
bronze. 

According to the draft
contract, the artist will
have 12 weeks to cast and
deliver the statue and 50
bronze miniatures. The
models will be about 20
inches by 12 inches by
eight inches. 

PUD
Also Tuesday, commis-

sioners approved an amend-
ment to the Planned Unit
Development within McCall
Landing. Dave Dreiling,
owner of GTM Sportswear,
will build a multipurpose
retail building in front of
Menards on McCall Road.
The center portion of the
building will house the K-
State Super Store, and two
smaller retail spaces will sit
on either side of the store,
creating a total of five retail
shops within the building.
The building will also have
the ability to have two drive-
thru windows on either side
of the building. 

Butler said he supported
the amendment because the
new FEMA floodplain maps
show the land removed from
the current floodplain. He
said that if the new maps had
left the property inside the
floodplain, he would have
voted against the amend-
ment. 

Commissioners also
unanimously approved all
the items on the consent
agenda.
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Roundabout

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama is appointing a
known critic of the planned
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial
design to serve on the federal
commission that oversees the
project.

The White House announced
Obama’s intent to appoint for-
mer National Endowment for the
Humanities chairman Bruce
Cole last month, but it drew little
attention while Congress was in
recess. Cole led the humanities
endowment under former Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

In the past two years, Cole, an
art historian and scholar, has
published at least two articles
criticizing architect Frank
Gehry’s design for the Eisenhow-
er Memorial.

Gehry has proposed a memor-
ial park with statues and images

of Eisenhower as president,
World War II hero and as a young
boy from Kansas. Large metal
tapestries and large columns
would frame the park, with
images depicting the Kansas
landscape of Eisenhower’s boy-
hood home.

If the design is approved, “the
nation will wind up with a monu-
mental farce,” Cole wrote in The
Washington Examiner in Febru-
ary 2012. He called the design “a
cross between an amusement
park and a golf course, which
thumbs its nose at the neo-classi-
cal style of the great presidential
monuments to Washington, Jef-
ferson and Lincoln.” In The
Weekly Standard, Cole wrote
that the Gehry design is “unintel-
ligible” and “more about his ego
than about Ike.”

This is Obama’s first appoint-
ment to the bipartisan memorial
commission, which was formed

under former President Bill
Clinton. Cole fills a Republican
seat vacated by Eisenhower’s
grandson, David Eisenhower.
The seat has been vacant since
late 2011 when David Eisenhow-
er left the commission.

In an interview Tuesday, Cole
said the memorial should reflect
the war hero and 34th president’s
career, values and principles,
but he stopped short of calling
for any specific changes.

“I’m all in favor of building a
memorial to President Eisen-
hower. I think that’s an important
thing the nation should do, and
I’m very honored to be on this
commission,” he said. “I hope
that I’ll be able to work with the
commission and bring, I hope, a
diversity of opinion.”

Cole serves on the board of
advisers for the National Civic
Art Society, which supports clas-
sical architecture and has been a

chief critic of Gehry’s memorial
design, along with members of
Eisenhower’s family. The group
said Tuesday that Obama’s pick
was meaningful.

“Not only has Obama acknowl-
edged the controversy, he has
knowingly appointed a known
opponent” of the design, said
Justin Shubow, the group’s presi-
dent.

Cole will join 10 other commis-
sioners, including lawmakers
from the House and Senate, who
have generally supported the
memorial’s design and develop-
ment. One other seat remains
vacant and must be filled by a
Democrat from the Senate.

Commission spokeswoman
Chris Cimko said Cole will be
welcomed aboard once the nom-
ination is complete.

“We always appreciate spirit-
ed debate,” Cimko said. “We’ve
been anxious to have that spot

filled. We look forward to wel-
coming Dr. Cole and getting him
up to speed on the progress of the
memorial.”

Eisenhower’s granddaugh-
ter, Susan Eisenhower, said
Obama’s selection of Cole came
as a surprise to the family but
was one they approved.  She
said having a new perspective
on the commission could rein-
vigorate its work.

“It’s not just about memorials,
but you know, his background
indicates that he has a lot of
experience with historic memo-
ry and other important things
that are wrapped up in memori-
als,” Eisenhower said. “If any-
thing, the commission has had
some difficulty in having
extremely, extremely busy com-
mission members who perhaps
have not followed the progress of
developments as much as they
might have.”

Associated Press

STOCKHOLM — Presi-
dent Barack Obama sought
Wednesday to reassure
Europeans outraged over
U.S. surveillance pro-
grams that his government
isn’t sifting through their
emails or eavesdropping
on their telephone calls.
He acknowledged that the
programs haven’t always
worked as intended, saying
“we had to tighten them
up.”

Obama said once-secret
U.S. surveillance pro-
grams that became public
knowledge after a govern-
ment contractor leaked
details about them are
meant to improve Ameri-
ca’s understanding of what
is happening around the
world. He sought to allay
the concerns of Europeans
upset by the thought their
personal communications
may have been swept up in
the U.S. government’s mas-
sive data collection opera-
tions.

“I can give assurances to
the publics in Europe and
around the world that
we’re not going around
snooping at people’s
emails or listening to their
phone calls,” Obama said
at a news conference with
Prime Minister Fredrik
Reinfeldt on his first visit
as president to Sweden.
“What we try to do is to tar-
get very specifically areas
of concern.”

Leaks by former Nation-
al Security Agency con-
tractor Edward Snowden
about U.S. surveillance
programs sparked outrage
overseas, particularly
among Europeans who
place a premium on per-
sonal privacy and civil lib-
erties and recall life under
governments that routine-
ly spied on them. The NSA
program was the first ques-
tion he received from the
Swedish press.

Obama said additional
changes to the programs
may be required because
of advances in technology.
He said his national securi-
ty team along with an inde-
pendent board is review-
ing everything to strike the
right balance between the
government’s surveillance
needs and civil liberties.

“There may be situa-
tions in which we’re gath-
ering information just
because we can that does-
n’t help us with our nation-
al security, but does raise
questions in terms of
whether we’re tipping over
into being too intrusive
with respect to the ... the
interactions of other gov-
ernments,” Obama said.
“We are consulting with the
(European Union) in this
process; we are consulting
with other countries in this
process and finding out
from them what are their
areas of specific concern
and trying to align what we
do in a way that, I think,
alleviates some of the pub-
lic concerns that people
may have.”

The joint appearance
with Reinfeldt was one of
several events packed into
Obama’s whirlwind, 24-hour
visit to the Swedish capital.

Associated Press

PARIS — France’s prime minister
says there’s no doubt that the Syrian
government carried out a deadly
chemical attack against civilians —
and that a failure to react would allow
President Bashar Assad to launch a
similar attack again.

Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault
addressed parliament Wednesday
during a debate to rally support for a
military strike again Syria. The U.S.
and France accuse Assad’s Syrian
government of using chemical
weapons in an Aug. 21 attack on rebel-
held suburbs of Damascus that killed
hundreds.

Ayrault said the attack killed near-
ly 1,500 people — a higher figure than
the French government has used
before.

He is in the delicate position of try-
ing to shore up support amid deep
skepticism in France while also wait-
ing to see if the U.S. Congress autho-
rizes military action next week.

France’s government offered a
preview Wednesday of what the
Obama administration faces next

week, as lawmakers debated the wis-
dom and necessity of a military
response to a chemical weapons
attack in Syria that killed hundreds.

Shoring up support for a military
response, French officials said a
punitive military response would
help shift the balance in a 2 1/2-year-
old civil war that was tipping in favor
of Bashar Assad.

“If you want a political solution
you have to move the situation. If
there’s no sanction, Bashar Assad
will say ‘that’s fine, I’ll continue what
I’m doing,’” France’s foreign minis-
ter, Laurent Fabius, told France Info
radio Wednesday morning, hours
ahead of the debate.

As the Obama administration
worked to build its own support
ahead of the Congress vote, the U.S.
and Israel conducted a joint missile
test Tuesday in the eastern Mediter-
ranean in an apparent signal of mili-
tary readiness. In the operation, a
missile was fired from the sea toward
the Israeli coast to test the tracking by
the country’s missile defense system.

But Russian President Vladimir
Putin, one of Assad’s most vocal sup-

porters, warned the West against tak-
ing one-sided action in Syria,
although he told The Associated
Press that Russia had frozen new
shipments to Syria of an air defense
missile system.

There’s a major difference
between the French debate and the
one coming up on Capitol Hill: Presi-
dent Francois Hollande has an easy
majority in the French parliament,
and he neither needs nor — unlike
President Barack Obama — wants
their vote of approval. But with the
prospect of military action against
Assad facing dwindling support
internationally, the government has
been building its case.

The U.S. and France accuse the
Syrian government of using chemical
weapons in an Aug. 21 attack on rebel-
held suburbs of Damascus that killed
hundreds of people. Obama and Hol-
lande are pushing for a military
response to punish Assad for his
alleged use of poison gas against
civilians ‚Äî though U.S. officials say
any action will be limited in scope,
not aimed at helping to remove
Assad.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs said
Wednesday it supports expanding a
caregivers benefit for grievously
wounded veterans but only if Con-
gress comes up with the billions
needed to pay for the expansion.

Congress created the program in
2010, giving caregivers of seriously
wounded veterans a stipend, health
care and at least 30 days of respite
care each year. But it was limited to
veterans who served after the Sept.
11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

Lawmakers told the VA to study
the feasibility of expansion after
some veterans groups raised ques-
tions about fairness.

The study, distributed to lawmak-
ers Wednesday, said an expansion
would cost up to $3.8 billion in the
coming year. The VA voiced concerns
about what the extra costs could
mean to the overall quality of health
care delivered to veterans.

“VA believes the expansion of ben-
efits to caregivers of eligible veter-
ans of all eras would make the pro-
gram more equitable,” the agency
said in a statement. “Unfortunately,
core health care services to veterans
would be negatively impacted with-
out the additional resources neces-
sary to fund the expansion.”

Caregivers of seriously wounded
veterans — those who need help with
daily activities such as feeding,
bathing and dressing — are eligible
for some help from the VA regardless
of the war the veteran fought in, but
not the financial stipend, now aver-
aging about $2,000 a month. The
amount of respite care available is
also more generous for those caring
for veterans of the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars. Under the
enhanced benefit, caregivers also
can get their health care through the
VA.

The Senate Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs passed a bill that would
expand the caregiver benefit to all

generations of soldiers. The bill also
went a step further, increasing the
types of injuries and illnesses that
would qualify for extra help. Any vet-
eran with a “serious-service connect-
ed disability” who needed help with
basic activities of daily living would
qualify.

But concerns about costs will be
difficult to overcome, especially in
the fiscal climate on Capitol Hill.
Currently, about 11,000 caregivers
are enrolled in the program. The Con-
gressional Budget Office estimated
that an additional 70,000 caregivers
would participate by 2016 if the bill,
sponsored by Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-
Vt., becomes law.

The VA thus far has escaped much
of the cost-cutting that has hit other
government departments. It was
exempt from the mandatory budget
cuts under sequestration, and agency
employees were able to avoid fur-
loughs. In fact, some were required to
work overtime to speed processing of
disability claims.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A female U.S.
Naval Academy student was highly
intoxicated on the night last year
when she was allegedly sexually
assaulted by three midshipmen, a
military prosecutor said Tuesday
night as he urged an officer to move
forward with a court-martial of the
men.

But defense attorneys said the
woman lied repeatedly about her
actions during and after an off-cam-
pus party in 2012, and that there was
no evidence of a forcible sexual
assault.

The hearing wrapped up Tuesday
night, a week after it began. The
investigative officer who presided
over the case will now review the evi-
dence and make a recommendation

to the academy’s superintendent on
whether the men should be court-
martialed. Such reviews generally
take days or weeks to complete.

The woman spent five days testify-
ing during the proceeding, known as
an Article 32 hearing. She has said
she drank heavily and has no memory
of having sex with the midshipmen,
but became concerned after hearing
gossip shortly after the party that she
had had sex with multiple people.
The Associated Press generally does-
n’t name those who authorities say
were victims of sexual assault.

Lt. Cmdr. Phil Hamon, a prosecu-
tor, said in his closing argument Tues-
day that the woman was “substantial-
ly incapacitated” from drinking too
much alcohol.

Andrew Weinstein, who is repre-
senting Midshipman Tra’ves Bush,

said the woman had lied repeatedly.
He also said no one at the party saw
her passed out or acting as intoxicat-
ed as she claimed.

“Blackout is a function of memo-
ry,” Weinstein said. “It is not an
attribute of capacity.”

Weinstein said the three former
Navy football players — Bush and
Midshipmen Eric Graham and Josh
Tate — never should have been
charged.

“She has no credibility,” he said.
Lt. Cmdr. Angela Tang, who is rep-

resenting Graham, said there was no
evidence anyone used force.

“Drunk sex is not sexual assault,”
she said.

Cmdr. Art Record, who is repre-
senting Tate, said investigators
relied on rumors and innuendos
instead of evidence.

Obama names critic to Ike Memorial panel

Obama reassures
Europeans over 
U.S. surveillance

France: Assad could strike again

VA supports expansion of caregiver benefit 

Academy sexual assault hearing wraps up

tion to take place.
“Certain allegations

have to be taken seriously,”
Thurlow said. “So that’s
why the investigation took
place.”

Seaton said the rein-
statement resolution was
signed by 190 members of
the community. Thurlow
said the support gave the
board more perspective
into the situation, which
contributed to the decision
to lift the suspension.
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