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A warning
worth heeding

Manning got off light, fittingly

A new way to grade schools

One of the differences
between warnings

about climate change and
warnings that our ground-
water is being depleted is
that there are fewer skep-
tics to warnings about
aquifer depletion.

Unfortunately, that
alone isn’t likely to
reverse or even slow the
depletion of the aquifer.

But there’s little doubt
that the water level in the
High Plains Aquifer, and
the part of it that most
concerns Kansans — the
Ogallala Aquifer — is
dropping at an alarming
rate.

The Ogallala Aquifer is
the main source of water
for the western third of
the state; counties above it
account for approximately
two-thirds of the state’s
agricultural economic
value, according to the
governor’s office.

As an Associated Press
story reports, although
just 3 percent of the
Ogallala Aquifer’s water
had been used by 1960  —
before farmers began irri-
gating on a massive scale,
the depletion had reached
30 percent by 2010. What’s
more, by 2060 — less than
50 years from now —
another 39 percent of the
water will be gone, leaving
the aquifer with less than
one-third of the water it
once contained.

If the High Plains
Aquifer goes dry, 500 to
1,300 years would be need-
ed to replenish.

That information comes
from a four-year study by
Kansas State University
researchers published in
the Proceedings of the
National Academy of
Sciences of the United
States of America, a scien-

tific journal. Yet as trou-
bling as usage and projec-
tions are, they’re not set in
stone. As the study con-
cluded, “Society has an
opportunity now to make
changes with tremendous
implications for future
sustainability and livabili-
ty. The time to act will
soon be past.”

The greatest depletion
has been in west-central
Kansas, but southwest and
northwest Kansas also will
be in dire straits within a
generation if current
usage trends continue.

“The main idea is that if
we’re able to save water
today, it will result in a
substantial increase in the
number of years that we
will have irrigated agri-
culture in Kansas,” said
David R. Steward, a KSU
professor of civil engi-
neering and co-author of
the study. He also said
researchers’ intent was to
help people understand
the potential impact on
present and future corn
and cattle production, not
to push a specific policy.

Promising steps are
being taken, including one
in Sheridan County involv-
ing a mandatory water
management program that
limits pumping and car-
ries penalties for viola-
tors. Another program is
in the works in Sherman
County.

Also, extending the life
of the Ogallala Aquifer is
among Gov. Sam
Brownback’s priorities.

That’s appropriate. But
it must also be a priority
for all Kansans, those who
consume products raised
on land irrigated with
water from the aquifer as
well as those doing the
irrigating.

Maybe some silverware would be helpful… A 25-year-old British
woman launching into a triple-decker burger got more than she
bargained for –— a dislocated jaw. Maybe Brits just don’t have as
much experience with oversized helpings as Americans do. Then
again, maybe the woman could have avoided unnecessary pain and
enjoyed her food if she had cut it into bite-sized pieces.

Bradley Manning stood at
attention as he received a 35-

year prison sentence for espi-
onage and other crimes.

That’s fitting. He failed as a
soldier. But he did serve his
country.

Manning was troubled and
confused, not malicious.

While serving in Iraq in 2010,
he leaked more than 700,000
pieces of information to the anti-
secrecy website WikiLeaks.

He didn’t sell the stuff. He did-
n’t give it to the enemy.

Manning said he sought to
expose the military’s “blood-
lust” and launch a debate.

He did. A video of a U.S. heli-
copter attack that killed civil-
ians, including a Reuters pho-
tographer and his driver,
showed callous disregard for
human life.

There was no reason to hide
that from public view, except to
protect the military’s backside.

Manning broke rules of mili-
tary order. Some call him a trai-
tor. Some call him a hero.

The sentence reflects the
ambivalence.

This soldier was a whistle
blower with an unpleasant mes-
sage.
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■ ANOTHER VIEW

■ ETCETERA

We can — and must — slow groundwater depletion

Can we restore memorial
so it is used as intended?
To the editor:

Following the Second World
War, communities throughout
the country deliberated on the
type of memorials to build to
honor those soldiers who served.
On Sept. 12, 1945, the Kansas City
Times wrote, “Any memorial
must be one of utility, with
resistance to anything that
appears to have even a slight
aesthetic touch.”

In Manhattan, instead of a
fountain or statue, it was
decided to build a facility to
serve the community as a whole.
The Times article had warned
that the danger of going such
direction is one of losing the
significance of a memorial. That
seems to have happened today.

It is sad that this very signif-
icant memorial was allowed to
deteriorate while so many of us
were asleep at the switch. But
perhaps this can be viewed as a
wake-up call — an opportunity to
restore Peace Memorial so that it
can be used and enjoyed as
intended. This does not
necessarily mean as it was, but

as it can best serve the needs of
the people of Manhattan today
and tomorrow.

This calls for bringing thought-
ful and knowledgeable people
together to study the issues and
make recommendations. We
urge commissioners to take the
time to appoint such a group
prior to beginning any reno-
vations.

It is important that we honor
the memory of Manhattan’s
soldiers who so honorably
served our nation in the past, but
also, as they did, recognize our
responsibility to address the
needs of our people today and
those of us yet to come.

Joan Strickler, President
Riley County Historical Society

1523 University Drive

Jim Murphy
2315 Skyvue Lane

Letters to the Editor

Responding to Syrian horrors

Don’t take vacations in Bulgaria

!2013 N.Y. Times

There is little doubt now that
President Barack Obama is

planning some kind of military
response to what the administra-
tion says without equivocation
was a chemical weapons attack
by the Syrian government that
killed hundreds of civilians. On
Monday, Secretary of State John
Kerry began forcefully making
the case for action.

Speaking at the State
Department, Kerry said the attack
“defies any code of morality” and
should “shock the conscience of
the world.” He said this “indis-
criminate slaughter of civilians,
the killing of women and children
and innocent bystanders” was a
“moral obscenity,” “inexcusable,”
and “undeniable,” despite efforts
by President Bashar Assad and
his enablers in Russia to blame
rebel forces.

“Make no mistake,” Kerry
added, “President Obama
believes there must be account-
ability for those who would use
the world’s most heinous weapons
against the world’s most vulnera-
ble people.” Administration offi-
cials said Obama had still not
made a firm decision on how to
react, but it would be highly
unlikely — if not irresponsible —
for him to authorize Kerry to
speak in such sweeping terms and
then do nothing.

Obama put his credibility on
the line when he declared last
August that Assad’s use of chemi-

cal weapons would constitute a
“red line” that would compel an
American response. After the
first attack killed more than 100
people, the administration
promised weapons for the rebels
but delayed in delivering them.

This time the use of chemicals
was more brazen and the casual-
ties were much greater, suggest-
ing that Assad did not take Obama
seriously. Presidents should not
make a habit of drawing red lines
in public, but if they do, they had
best follow through. Many coun-
tries (including Iran, which
Obama has often said won’t be
permitted to have a nuclear
weapon) will be watching.

Using chemical arms is consid-
ered a war crime and banned
under international treaties,
including the Chemical Weapons
Convention, the Geneva Protocol
and the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court.

Even so, if he decides to use
military force, Obama will have
to show that he has exhausted
diplomatic options and present a
defensible legal justification, and
that is not a simple matter.
Ideally, the United States would
muster a U.N. Security Council
resolution to authorize military
action. But Russia and China,
which have veto power, have long
protected Assad from punish-
ment there and show no inclina-
tion to change. It is hard to
believe that they would defend
his use of chemical weapons, but
there is no guarantee that they

would not.
Obama may instead bypass the

U.N. and, as in the case of the
1999 NATO air war in Kosovo,
assemble an ad hoc international
coalition to support military
action that would provide legiti-
macy, if not strict legal justifica-
tion, for intervening to protect
Syrian civilians. American offi-
cials are discussing the possibili-
ty that states like Turkey and
Jordan may make a collective
self-defense argument because
they could be victims of Syrian
chemical weapons.

If Obama does forgo the U.N.,
he will need strong endorsements
from the Arab League and the
European Union, and more coun-
tries than just Turkey, Britain and
France should join the effort.
And if he does proceed with mili-
tary action, it should be carefully
targeted at Syrian air assets and
military units involved in chemi-
cal weapons use. This, too, will
not be easy, but the aim is to pun-
ish Assad for slaughtering his
people with chemical arms, not to
be drawn into another civil war.

A political agreement is still
the best solution to this deadly
conflict, and every effort must be
made to find one. Obama has
resisted demands that he inter-
vene militarily and in force.
Though Assad’s use of chemical
weapons surely requires a
response of some kind, the argu-
ments against deep American
involvement remain as com-
pelling as ever.

Why does anyone try to vaca-
tion in Bulgaria? Somehow,

our Black Sea beach resorts
still draw tourists — and not
only from abroad, where the for-
eigners can be forgiven for not
knowing any better, but from
Bulgarian towns as well. 

Can any of these be repeat
customers? A Bulgarian beach
vacation begins at a cramped
hotel with a balcony of dubious
stability from which, if you
crane on tiptoe, you can see a
sliver of the sea somewhere

behind the 13th row of resorts
built on the beach in the last
two years.

If you want a mean – invari-
ably fried — you’ll be crammed
at a able with eight other peo-
ple, five of them children,
because every restaurant insists
on poisoning the maximum
number of people.

The each itself is strewn with
garbage, cigarette butts, plastic
bottles, syringes, condoms —
and if that doesn’t offend your
eyes enough, you can look at

your fellow beachgoers, who are
mostly bulbous, sickly, pale and
naked.

Some are slick with the slime
of the polluted water. Next time
the Americans want to give a
military operation a name that
will inspire terror, they should-
n’t go with “Shock and Awe” or
“Desert Storm.” They should
call it something like “Sozopol
Beach” or “Bulgarian Campsite
Port-a-John.”

Kapka Todorova
24 Chasa, Bulgaria

Ohio’s public school students
have long been graded on an

A through F system. Now, school
systems will be held to the same
standard.

The Ohio Department of
Education has rolled out the
first phase of its new report card
system. It’s is a big change from
what administrators, teachers
and parents are used to.

The new approach  goes a long
way toward achieving its goals
of raising standards, identifying
areas of weakness that can be

improved upon and painting a
clearer picture of the quality of
education being provided.

Ohio’s schools still need an
overhaul to reduce the empha-
sis on standardized tests and
upgrade teaching methods, but
until that happens, this new
report card system is a step in
the right direction. Educators
can now see where their schools
stand and create a plan that will
achieve high marks and offer
the best education possible.

Ironton, Ohio, Tribune


