Manhattan/Riley County
Preservation Alliance Newsletter
A Letter from our President,
Judine Mecseri
Hello Fellow Preservationists,
Bruce McMillan, Michael Mecseri,
and I had the great honor
of accepting the Kansas
Preservation Alliance
Award of Excellence for
the Union Pacific Depot at
the Kansas Preservation
Conference in Dodge City
on May 10, 2007.
As I reflect on the Most
Endangered historic enti‐
ties (featured in our most
recent tour and in this
newsletter), I am re‐
minded of when the De‐
pot was one of the endan‐
gered buildings. For years
it sat dormant. Things got worse
when the new on‐ramp to High‐

way 177 greatly diminished access
to the Depot. It took years of advo‐
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cacy, blood, sweat, money, and
tears, but we prevailed! The City
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of Manhattan is being honored for
preserving a remarkable building
that supports tourism,
allows us to cherish the
memories of the building
as a train depot, gives our
community a great place
to meet, and makes us all
proud.
Inspired by community
support for the Depot’s
comeback, we hope to
come together once again
to preserve our other en‐
dangered historic re‐
sources. It just takes the
determination of people
who care for our past and
see it as an economically integral
piece of our future!
Judine

Colorado Novelist Needs Your Help!
An author with ties to Manhattan
is writing a new book set in 1959.
While the book is a work of fiction,
it will rely heavily on an accurate
depiction of Manhattan at that
time. The Union Pacific Depot will
figure prominently in the plot.
The novelist will be visiting
Manhattan in early June and would
like to interview some long‐time
residents to learn more about the
Depot and the town.
A brown bag lunch will be held

on June 7th at the Riley County
Historical Museum at 12:00 noon
for members of the public to meet
the author and to talk about Man‐
hattan in the late 1950’s and early
1960’s.
Do you have any late 50’s and/or
early 60’s vintage photos of down‐
town, the area between downtown
and the Depot, the Depot itself,
City Park, the Campus Theater,
and the Blue River/Tuttle Creek
dam area that you could share?

Photos can be safely digitized (no
UV light exposure) while you wait
if you make an appointment. The
copied images will also be added to
the collection of the Riley County
Historical Society where they will
be available to other researchers
working on Riley County topics.
Call Linda Glasgow at the Riley
County Historical Museum at 785‐
565‐6490 or send an email to
info@preservemanhattan.org for
additional information.
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Bluemont is Back!
M/RCPA board member Kathy
Dzewaltowski participated in the
Neighborhood School Clean Up
Day at Bluemont School that was
held on April 28th from 9:00 to
11:00 a.m.
All interested persons were in‐
vited to join in preparing this his‐
toric neighborhood school for its
reopening this fall.

About sixty volunteers worked
outside the building picking up
litter, raking leaves, weeding,
trimming, and planting flowers
and shrubs. Fifteen to twenty
people worked inside dusting
and cleaning the surfaces of dis‐
play cases and such.
School board president and for‐
mer Bluemont parent Dave

Colburn expressed his pleasure at
the turnout. “It’s a great day in
every sense of the word.”
We salute this example of com‐
munity spirit and are reminded
yet again of why Manhattan is
such a desirable place to live. We
welcome Bluemont back to active
service in the education of our
children.

Photos courtesy of
Kathy Dzewaltowski

Above: Bob Shannon, USD 383 superintendent (left), and Walt Pesaresi, school board
member and Bluemont alumnus (center),
participated in the clean-up event.
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Where do good ideas come from?

M/RCPA Officers &
Board of Directors

Kathy Dzewaltowski emailed school board president Dave Colburn to
learn the genesis of the Neighborhood School Clean‐Up Day concept.
Here is Dave’s reply:

Judine Mecseri—President
Debbie Saroff—Vice President
Meghan Dowdy—Secretary
Barbara Poresky—Treasurer

Hey Kathy,
The clean‐up day is a classic “Dave” sort of event. I suggested it
sometime back, but others have done all the work and planning to
actually make it happen. Michele Jones deserves all the credit and
she knows what is going on.
I came up with the idea because: 1) I was concerned about how
much it was going to cost to get the building open again. (I na‐
ively thought that we could use volunteers to paint, etc. It turns
out that raking leaves and picking up trash is about the only way
we can use community volunteers.) 2) I wanted to get the com‐
munity involved because it is an important event for our town
and that neighborhood to have Bluemont open. 3) I wanted to get
the families who were going to attend the school a chance to get
invested earlier, rather than later. 4) I knew that there were a lot
of Bluemont alumni who would be excited to come back and help
get the building spruced up.
It is a very good thing that a solidly built, perfectly usable build‐
ing of historic significance is going to be used again!
Dave

Barbara Anderson
Meghan Dowdy
Kathy Dzewaltowski
Fran Ellis
Gary Ellis
Linda Glasgow
Elizabeth Harmon
Bonnie Lynn-Sherow
Judine Mecseri
Michael Mecseri
Pat O’Brien
Marina Pecar-Krstic
Mary Don Peterson
Barbara Poresky
Debbie Saroff
Terri Vipond
Dixie West

June Board Meeting
Thursday, June 14th, 7:00 p.m.
Manhattan’s U.P. Depot

Become a member of the
Manhattan/Riley County Preservation Alliance, Inc.
Annual dues are usually paid in September.

Membership Levels

Members who paid early as a part of the special

$15 + Student

spring 2006 membership drive will remain in

$35 + Maintenance

good standing until September, 2007.

$100 + Historical
$250 + Preservation
$500 + Landmark

Please make your check payable to the M/RCPA.
Mail to P.O. Box 1893, Manhattan, KS 66505 -1893.
Name ____________________________________ Address ____________________________________________
Print your name as you wish it to appear in the newsletter __________________________________
Please provide your e-mail address to receive the newsletter via the Internet ___________________
I Prefer to receive the newsletter through the postal service (circle one)

YES

NO
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Manhattan’s
Eleven Most Endangered Tour
The idea for a local “Eleven Most
Endangered Tour” was proposed
by M/RCPA board member Bonnie
Lynn‐Sherow. The National Trust
does this on a national scale. Our
tour was designed to coincide with
Preservation Month—May, 2007.
The Eleven Most Endangered
committee, Dixie West, Barbara
Anderson, Liz Harmon, and Linda
Glasgow, had a meeting to gather
ideas as to how to structure the
tour and how to select our endan‐
gered topics. We decided to high‐
light some specific structures as
well as some generic categories.
The tour itself was designed to
benefit those persons in our Preser‐
vation ($250) and Landmark ($500)
membership levels. These mem‐
bers have been extraordinarily gen‐
erous in supporting the organiza‐
tion.
The Eleven Most Endangered
Tour took place on Saturday, May
5th, starting at 1:00 p.m. at the
Riley County Historical Museum.
After a brief introduction by
Dixie West, Barbara Anderson pre‐
sented a PowerPoint slide show of
our selected endangered entities.
Under the heading of “why not
art for art’s sake?” we listed the
Pillsbury Viaduct Art Deco bridge
piers and asked “must the piers be
‘useful’ to be retained?” Other
communities throughout the world
retain remnant piers “as is.”

that ultimately leads to demolition.
Even more disturbing is the use of
demolition by neglect as a means to

Next, under “if it doesn’t have
a use, it is in danger” we listed the
Bluemont Youth Cabin in Good‐
now Park.

The building is owned by the City
of Manhattan and is leased to the
private, non‐profit (501c3) Good‐
now Park Cabin Coalition which
has done a considerable amount of
work to stabilize the stone struc‐
ture. Use of the building is limited
by the need for very expensive ac‐
cessibility modifications. It cur‐
rently serves as a place‐maker in
the park even though no one uses
the interior.
Next on the list was “demolition
by neglect”— the abandonment or
lack of maintenance on a building

circumvent legislation designed to
protect historic properties.

We also included “KSU campus
buildings” among our eleven. In
2005 the Legislative Post Audit
Committee determined that “a dan‐
gerous maintenance backlog exists
on our state university campuses.”
Reginald L. Robinson, President
and CEO of the Kansas Board of
Regents stated at that time that
“duct tape can no longer fix this
growing problem.” Today’s Board
of Regents estimates the backlog at
$663 million with an additional $69
million a year for maintenance to
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keep the backlog from growing.

Our next topic was “tampering
with the historic grid.” Manhat‐
tan’s grid was platted in 1855 to
ensure uniformity of streets, ave‐
nues, and town lots. Downtown
redevelopment will disrupt the
grid and roundabout construction
will cause houses to be removed,
including a historic stone house.

Another topic was “loss of scale
in streetscapes.” Generic function‐
ality does not produce an environ‐
ment that humans find pleasing.
Our goal should be to promote
neighborhoods with interesting
streetscapes that are safe, comfort‐
able, and that nurture sociability.
We looked at “Manhattan’s
trees” and their importance to our
community. Manhattan has a mu‐
nicipal tree ordinance, spends be‐
tween four and five dollars per
capita annually on its trees, and
holds a public event to celebrate
Arbor Day each year. This allows
Manhattan to qualify as a “Tree
City U.S.A.”
How is that we’ve ended up with
so many “goal post trees” through
extreme pruning? The federal gov‐
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ernment has instituted new vegeta‐
tion clearance standards that are
legally binding on the Kansas Cor‐
poration Commission and thus on
Westar Energy. Westar employs
Salina Tree Service in order to com‐
ply with the law. These standards
were designed to protect the na‐
tion’s electric grid. Tree pruning or
the removal of trees on private
property may take place legally
without the owner’s consent. One
option is to replace large trees with
smaller tress that will not grow into
power lines.

Homeowners who have objected to
the removal of their trees have
opted for pruning instead.
Historically important trees con‐
tinue to be sacrificed in favor of
new development. Large, old trees
thought to shelter an Indian en‐
campment site were removed for
construction of the Law Enforce‐
ment Center. A pristine grove of
burr oak was lost at the historic
Bluemont Central College site. Do
we know what we have before it’s
gone?
Next we discussed “the threats
from re‐development” with a par‐
ticular focus on the historic stone
house at 326 Laramie. Not only are
we concerned about saving the
house but also the two lots that
have long been associated with the
house. It would be inappropriate
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to crowd the house with large new
buildings when the full use of both
lots would provide a more gracious
setting.

We also discussed “the history
we rarely think about”—
Manhattan’s historic brick side‐
walks, many of which are threat‐
ened by shifting caused by tree
roots and by lack of maintenance.

We examined some issues associ‐
ated with the lack of “pedestrian
access.” Those citizens who want
to walk or who simply must walk
are unable to safely reach some of
our community’s commercial areas.
If we have only one transportation
option—to own a car and to use it
for every single trip—we have
abandoned the concept of the walk‐
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Eleven Most Endangered Tour continued
able city. It is no wonder that teen‐
agers long for the day when they
can get behind the wheel, that sen‐
iors are loathe to give up their car
keys, and that obesity is epidemic.

Finally, we looked at “suburban
sprawl.” Manhattan is experienc‐
ing rapid growth.
How does
growth relate to sprawl? We turned
to Manhattan’s League of Women
Voters website where “Public Pol‐
icy on Growth, Planning, and De‐
velopment in Manhattan and Riley
County” provides a springboard
for discussion. It is interesting to
note that the Riley County Com‐
mission is considering a temporary
moratorium on development of the
county’s unincorporated areas until
the Vision 2025 Committee takes a
long‐range comprehensive look at
the issue of sprawl. The April,
2007, National Geographic maga‐
zine article on the Flint Hills of
Kansas reminds us that, when
threatened with sprawl, we have a
lot to lose.
After the slide show we car‐
pooled to our first stop, the kiosk
that marks the site of Bluemont
Central College, at the corner of
College and Claflin. Bonnie Lynn‐
Sherow spoke of this important
heritage site and of the many con‐
tributions made to our town by
Washington Marlatt and his family.
We next traveled to the nearby
Marlatt Homestead. We visited

the house and the barn, both in
severe disrepair. We endorse the

the second floor and Edesia’s Café
on the first floor.
We were served a mid‐afternoon
snack of salad and sandwiches and
we were given a history of the

proposal to turn the buildings into
a museum of land grant universi‐
ties.
Smith Building by Barbara Nelson
who owns the building with her
husband, Jay Nelson.

Our next stop was the Bluemont
Youth Cabin, built in 1938 with the
cooperation of the National Youth
Administration, a depression era
federal program designed to keep
young people in school and out of
the labor market. One hundred
and fifteen youths took part in the
construction of the cabin in a pro‐
gram that offered part time work
for boys as well as training in the
building trades. It also provided a
building needed by the commu‐
nity. Boy Scouts as well as other
boys and girls used the cabin and
surrounding park for recreational
purposes.
We visited the Smith Building on
Poyntz Avenue, currently the home
of the Strecker‐Nelson Gallery on

Our final visit was to 617 Colo‐
rado, the poster child for
“demolition by neglect.” The build‐
ing’s new owners, Jim Sherow &
Bonnie Lynn‐Sherow, have taken
on the Herculean task of saving
this remarkable house from what
just months ago seemed to be a sad
and certain fate.
The M/RCPA is indebted to all
who helped with the tour. Please
send additional nominations to the
endangered list to P.O. Box 1893,
Manhattan, 66505, or by email to
info@preservemanhattan.org.
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2006—2007 MEMBERSHIP ROSTER
DUES ARE NORMALLY PAID AT THE ANNUAL MEETING IN SEPTEMBER BUT MEMBERS MAY JOIN
AT ANY TIME DURING THE YEAR. CONTACT US AT info@preservemanhattan.org OR AT
P.O. BOX 1893, MANHATTAN, KANSAS 66505 FOR DETAILS.
$15+ Student Level – Charlene Brownson, Hal Dace, Meghan Dowdy, Elizabeth Harmon,
Sally Lee.
$35+ Maintenance Level — Ruth Abbott, Barbara Anderson, Phil & Dawn Anderson,
Richard & Sylvia Beeman, Mel & Jan Borst, Marolyn Caldwell, D. Cheryl Collins,
Kenneth & Margaret Conrow, Clark & Nancy Danner, Lelah Duskin, Alice Edmunds,
Endacott Lighting, Mary Ann Fleming, Bernd & Enell Foerster, Jane Gibson, Rod Harms &
Stephanie Rolley, Corina Hugo, Jean Hulbert, Lance & Melanie Klein, Vladimir Krstic &
Marina Pecar-Krstic, Steve Lee & Nancy Raleigh, Criss Mayfield, Michael & Judine
Mecseri, Elaine Mohr, Bill Pallett, Jeanne Jaccard Parker, Mary Don Peterson,
Lawrence & Mary H. Pollack, Gerald & Martha Powell, Lauren Ritterbush & Family, Tom
& Karen Roberts, Richard & Kimberly Smith, K Taylor, Terri Vipond, Cheryl Walters, Kate
Watson, Patricia & Ray Weisenburger, Randall Weiser, Edna Williams, Stuart & Nancy B.
Williams, Judy Willingham, Pat Zarger.
$100+ Historical Level— Mimi Balderson, Bowman Bowman Novick, Inc., Forrest Chumley
& Barbara Valent, Commerce Bank , David & Kathy Dzewaltowski, Fran Ellis, Gary & Paula
Ellis, Rev. H. Wayne & Beverly Fink, Chuck & Charlotte Herr, Marjorie Heyne, Pat & Rita
Keating, Gene Laughlin, Marilyn McCord, John & Karen McCulloh, Bruce McMillan AIA
Architects P.A., Brian & Jayme Morris-Hardeman, Deb Nuss, Patricia O’Brien, Tom Phillips
& Deb Doubek-Phillips, Virginia M. Quiring, John & Barbara Rees, John Reese, Christopher
E. Renner, William & Donna Schenck-Hamlin, Suzanne Siepl-Coates & Gary Coates, Bruce
& Leslie Snead, George & Julie Strecker, Meri Werner, Van & Barbara Withee.
$250+ Preservation Level— Hal & Phyllis Broadie, Karen De Bres, Larry & Linda
Glasgow, Mr. & Mrs. Perry C. Peine, Barbara Poresky, Verlyn Richards, Steve & Deborah
Saroff, James Sherow & Bonnie Lynn-Sherow, Steve & Whitney Short, Chuck & Marsha
Tannehill, Jerry & Linda Weis, Ron & Dixie West.
$500+ Landmark Level—Burke & Margery Bayer, Jean Bigbee Hill, Gwyn & Gina Riffel.
Preservation Award Recipients/Honorary Members— Jeffery & Pamela Alger, Anderson
Knight Architects, Sheryl Ballard, Scott & Christie Cady, John & Jessica Callagy, Dean
& Verlla Coughenour, Roy & Sue Crenshaw, Danker Roofing, Inc., Ron Dechant, Dean
Denner & Cia Verschelden, Downtown Manhattan Inc., Calvin Emig, Gene Ernst, Todd
Fulmer, Kent Glasscock, Kiley & Andrew Hamor, Donald & Kathleen Heon, Hittle Landscape Architects, Rodney & Susan Hummel, Kansas State Historical Society, Kail
Katzenmeier, Mark Krohn, City of Manhattan, McCullough Development, Jan Miller,
Daniel & Terry Mulhern, Timothy Nelson, The Palace, Dean Donald Rathbone, Gary
Stowe & Sons, Rob & Mary Satterlee, Wayne Sloan, Mark Taussig.

M/RCPA
P.O. Box 1893
Manhattan, KS
66505-1893

M/RCPA Underwriters
The Preservation Alliance appreciates the generosity of the underwriters who help
to defray the costs of producing and mailing our newsletter.

Contact us at P.O. Box 1893, Manhattan, Kansas 66505 —1893 or at
info@preservemanhattan.org. See us on the web at www.preservemanhattan.org.

