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MONDAY | No paper in observance of the Labor Day holiday.

Staff photo by Rod Mikinski
The Scenic Pointe project, which officials debuted Friday afternoon.

Staff photo by Sarah Midgorden
Fans stock up on snacks before the start of Friday’s game at the new West Stadium Center at Bill Snyder Family Stadium.  A crowd of more than 50, 000
was on hand to cheer on the Cats in the updated facility.  For details on th e game itself, see today’s sports section.

At least the stadium shone

Bill Felber
bfelber@themercury.com

Many K-State fans who could
not make it to Bill Snyder Fami-
ly Stadium Friday night
watched their Wildcats lose 24-
21 to North Dakota State on the
new Fox Sports 1 Network. Craig
Bolerjack handled the play-by-
play with Joey Harrington on
color and Ryan Nece providing
sideline insight. From best to
worst, here’s an analysis of the

ups and downs of that telecast.

Best
Color analyst insight: Har-

rington, a former college and
NFL quarterback, several times
displayed his understanding of
the offensive side of football,
and particularly as it pertained
to the development of Jake
Waters.  On Waters’ second quar-
ter 45-yard touchdown pass,
Harrington noted that Waters’
ability to buy time in the pocket

prompted North Dakota State’s
strong safety to momentarily
pause, allowing Tremaine
Thompson to blow past the
defender. “The moment he
stopped his motor he was done,”
Harrington said.

A few minutes later, with K-
State backed up against its own
goal line on a third and long,
Harrington speculated whether
Waters would “have the pres-
ence to say I may not be able to
get this one?” and play for a safe,

short gain followed by a punt.
Waters did not; he forced a
throw, and it was intercepted.

Bolerjack also had his
moments. On the Cats’ 56-yard
Waters to Tyler Lockett TD, he
noted the critical pump fake in
real time. The fake was a key ele-
ment to the success of the play.
On the next series, Bolerjack
touted quarterback Daniel
Sams’ skills as a runner immedi-

They said what? Ups and downs of the televised version of Friday’s game

Kristina Jackson
kjackson@themercury.com

A new federally aided housing pro-
ject opened Friday in the city’s rapidly
developing  Scenic Drive  area.

The Scenic Pointe project is a prod-
uct of an entity called Midwest Housing,
which  invested more than $4 million col-
lected from private donors. 

At a total development cost of $5 mil-
lion, the 29-unit project translates to
about $172,000 per unit, roughly the
price of the average private single-fami-
ly residence in Manhattan. It was con-
structed on land owned by Schulz Con-
struction, and its opening was celebrat-
ed Friday afternoon.Federal housing
tax credits will assist the development.

The project’s location is interesting

Grant Guggisberg
gguggisberg@themercury.com

While the results of Friday’s
season opener against North
Dakota State weren’t what fans
had in mind, the opening of the
West Stadium Center at Bill Sny-
der Family Stadium proved to
be a hit.

A sellout crowd of more than
53,000 got their first glimpse of

Kansas State’s new stadium
addition that features improved
fan amenities and plenty of
space to move around.

The 215,000-square foot facil-
ity boasts not only more room for
fans on the enlarged concourse,
but twice as many restrooms and
concession stands as well as a
walk-through set of displays fea-
turing each of K-State’s athletic
programs, with interactive

touch-screen monitors. On the
south end of the structure, K-
State has transformed the space
that housed the Cats’ Closet into
a larger retail outlet for all
things K-State, dubbed “The K-
State Super Store at the Stadi-
um”.

The concourse has more than
375 closed-circuit televisions
for those wanting to use the
facilities or escape unfavorable

weather without missing a
minute of action on the field.

All told, the $90-million struc-
ture was popular among fans
exploring it for the first time. 

“It’s absolutely impressive,”
said K-State fan Patrick Karcz of
Kansas City, Kan. “I’ve seen the
pictures, but they did no justice
to it. I played golf at Colbert Hills

Interactivity, closed circuit TV: stadium addition is a hit with fans
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The scenic life
goes public

Corene Brisendine
cbrisendine@themercury.com

City commissioners plan to
decide the fate of the Peace
Memorial Auditorium at their 7
p.m. meeting Tuesday in the City
Commission Room at City Hall.

Commissioners will either
authorize Bruce McMillan Archi-
tects to complete the final design
of the auditorium renovations as
previously approved by the com-
mission or direct the architect to
study alternatives in a way that
takes into account what oppo-
nents of the renovation see as the
historic elements of the facility.

Several residents, among
them World War II veterans, have
led the fight to reverse city plans
to eliminate the stage area as part
of a renovation envisioned to add
gym and office space. Opponents
of the proposed change note that
the structure was constructed as
a memorial to World War II veter-
ans, and should not be altered. 

City manager Ron Fehr said
the auditorium has had several
improvements made to it over the
years, including refinishing the
gymnasium floor, replacing the
stage curtains, updating the
scoreboard and adding a handi-
cap accessible platform in the
fixed seating section. During ear-
lier debates, there have also
been discussions concerning the

Decision
due on
auditorium

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Members of
Congress grappled Saturday with
whether to sign off on President
Barack Obama's plan to punish
Syria for an alleged chemical
weapons attack. 

On Saturday, Obama said he
would strike Syria in a limited way
and without boots on the ground.
But, he added, he would seek con-
gressional approval first. The dec-
laration appeared to hedge
Obama’s previous declaration that
he was ready to take military action
in that area.

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, said
he doesn't believe Syria should go
unpunished for
the Aug. 21 chemi-
cal weapons
attack near Dam-
ascus. "But we
need to under-
stand what the
whole scope of consequences is,"
he said by telephone. "What the
president may perceive as limited
... won't stop there."

Arguing for a strategy that seeks
to end Syrian President Bashar
Assad's rule, Sens. John McCain of
Arizona and Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina issued a joint state-
ment saying that any operation
should be broader in scope than
the "limited" scope Obama
described.

"We cannot in good conscience
support isolated military strikes in
Syria that are not part of an overall
strategy that can  ... achieve the
president's stated goal of Assad's
removal from power,” they said.

Obama
passes call
to Congress

More on
Syria, pages
A3, A4
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TOPEKA — These
Kansas lotteries were
drawn Saturday:

Super Kansas Cash
09-14-18-20-24, Cash

Ball: 14
Estimated jackpot:

$815,000
Powerball 
2-7-25-40-56. Powerball

20
Estimated jackpot: $142

million
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because Scenic Pointe sits
amid fields of new private
developments and takes
advantage of that area’s
rolling vistas. It is also
some distance from most
essential services such as
groceries and gas stations.

“You put your team
together ‹ architects, devel-
opers, construction,
investors ‹ and everyone
makes a commitment to the
project,” said Jill Jacoby,
executive director of
MAHP.

The Manhattan Area
Housing Project, which
handles 163 units of  hous-
ing for those unable to  buy
their own home, has previ-
ously partnered with orga-
nizations involved at
Scenic Pointe for complex-
es such as Brookfield Resi-
dences and the Gardens at
Flint Hills here.

Jacoby said she believes
her organization is fulfill-
ing an unmet need in Man-
hattan.

“People, with the econo-
my, are struggling a bit
more, and it’s hard to find
affordable, quality hous-
ing,” she said.

With a large student and
soldier population, hous-
ing demand is high and cre-
ates a greater need for
affordable housing pro-
jects, Jacoby said.

“People need a safe
place to come home to.
That’s the first thing you
need.”

this morning, and drove
across Kimball and saw it
across the tree line. When I
saw it – I was speechless.” 

Karcz said he likes the
amenities added to the con-
course, but was most look-
ing forward to hearing the
impact it had on the crowd
noise and the game itself.

“I know one thing – we
never had a concourse
before,” Karcz said. “I’m
seeing a big concourse,
touch-screens, and flat-
screens. I’m pretty excited
to hear this echo coming
from the student section
bumping off this new part
of the stadium.”

Polly Ellis, who lives in
Overland Park but was
born and raised in Manhat-
tan, said she’s proud of the
way the building looks and
reflects on both the team
and the community.

“It’s overwhelming to
me, because I’ve been com-
ing to this stadium since I
was a baby,” she said. “It’s
just wonderful.”

With a full stadium and
extra fans coming over to
the west side to see the new
structure, the concourse
was crowded as it got closer
to game time. As people
moved to their seats, the

ately before Sams raced for
KSU’s third touchdown.

Review speculation:
There were four reviews,
and Harrington accurately
predicted the outcome of
all four. They included one
reversal, one confirma-
tion, and two in the “can’t
tell” category.

Keys: At the game’s out-
set, Bolerjack and Harring-
ton identified ball control
as a North Dakota State
key.  They looked smart
when the Bison won the
possession battle 36-24,
including an 8:30 fourth
quarter drive for the game-
winning touchdown.

Neutral
What viewers learned

that they might not already
know: 1. That the North
Dakota State nickname
may be spelled B-i-s-o-n,
but it’s pronounced B-i-z-o-
n.  Not very important, but
worth a point in Trivial
Pursuit. 2. That last year
KSU made a habit of scor-
ing on the first possession
of the second half, a fete
they repeated Friday night
to less end-game gratifica-
tion.

Yeah but that was then,
this is now. Following a
KSU interception, a Fox
Sports graphic noted the
Wildcats’ huge turnover
margin last season. By
game’s end, however, the
Wildcats had committed
two turnovers; that inter-
ception was the Bisons’
only one.

Glaring omissions: 1.
Any shots of the stadium
expansion. To Fox Sports,
that was a non-story. 2. Har-
rington especially was
noticeably weak when
called on to analyze defen-
sive performance.  On the
Bison’s last second, game-
winning touchdown run,
his commentary seemed to
fault KSU middle line-
backer Blake Slaughter,
but he never explained
how Slaughter had erred. 3.
Bolerjack was quick to note
North Dakota State’s strat-
egy of kicking away from
Kansas State’s dangerous
returners, but falsely

linked that to giving the
Wildcats a field position
advantage. To the contrary
North Dakota State’s aver-
age drive start was at its
own 36-yard line; K-State’s
was its 28-yard line. 

Worst
Sideline non-insight:

Nece provided none to
speak of. He gave no bench
updates, and he notably
did not deign to advise how
either side appeared to be
coping with the heat. He
was content to serve as a
second color commentator,
merely tossing his opin-
ions atop Harrington’s. He
was, in other words, super-
fluous to the telecast. 

Production oops: 1. At
the game’s outset, the play
clock for the team moving
toward the north end zone
was only partially visible
on the TV screen; the play
clock for the team moving
south was readily visible.
The obscure clock was
quickly taken down, and
the problem was not fixed
until late in the second
quarter. 2. The game’s first
commercial break ran too
long, causing a missed play
that was not replayed.

Headscratcher: This
from Harrington on North
Dakota State’s second pos-
session: “They’re taking K-
state’s best shot and giving
it right back.” Hey, the sea-
son’s only five minutes
along…how is it possible to
know what anybody’s best
shot looks like? 

Scoring would be bad?
Toward the end of the third
period Harrington actual-
ly suggested it would be
better for K-State NOT to
score quickly. “Sometimes
you don’t want the big play
… because it’s going to put
the ball in the hands of
North Dakota State against
a tired defense,” he said.
Leading 21-17, the Wildcats
had the ball at midfield at
the time. They did not score
quickly; in fact they did not
score at all, eventually
punting. Here’s a good rule
of thumb to follow in foot-
ball or any sporting activi-
ty: take the points whenev-
er and however quickly you
can get them. 

expanded concourse
became easier to navigate. 

While the original bud-
get for the project was $75
million, an extra $15 mil-
lion was spent on add-ons
in the form of new stadium
lighting, as well as new sig-
nage throughout the stadi-
um and upgrades to some of
the existing concession
stands. They also built a
new studio for K-State-
HD.TV and changed the
layout of the south endzone
concourse to include a pic-
nic area that eliminates the
walk-through path
between Bramlage and
Bill Snyder Family Stadi-
um.

Most of the people wan-
dering about hadn’t had a
chance to see everything
the new addition has to
offer, though they’ll have
their chance in the coming
weeks. While the jury may
still be out on how the
amenities will improve the
overall fan experience,
first impressions indicate
the building is a hit
amongst fans.

“I think it looks great,”
said Gary Dorrell of High-
land. “We’ve got a great
crowd tonight, and I’ve just
started looking around. So
far, everything is looking
like it came together  well.”

extent of use of the stage in
recent years.

In addition to the audito-
rium, commissioners will
also consider an agree-
ment with artist Tim Ford
for a sculpture at the
roundabout at Bluemont
Avenue and Fourth Street.
Funding for the $64,400
project will come from a
variety of sources, includ-
ing money paid by McDon-
ald’s as part of an agree-
ment allowing it to move its
Third Street restaurant to
Fourth and Bluemont. 

A second source of fund-
ing is the artist. In the con-

tract, Ford proposed to
make about 50 miniature
sculptures, called maque-
ttes, to sell to Manhattan res-
idents. A portion of the
maquette sales will go back
to the city. If all 50 statues
sold, the city would receive
about $60,000 to fund the
sculpture. Finally, the city
has about $29,000 that can
only be used for the round-
about. Fehr said if there is a
surplus, the only funds that
could be used for something
other than the sculpture are
those received from the
sales of the maquettes. How-
ever, the contract states
should the city have a sur-
plus, excess funds could be

used as seed money for
another sculpture else-
where in Manhattan.

Finally, commissioners
will consider amending a
portion of the McCall Land-
ing Commercial Planned
Unit Development to allow
GTM Sportswear to build a
retail building in the place
of previously approved
Orscheln Farm and Home
store. The item was unani-
mously approved by the
Manhattan Urban Area
Planning Board and rec-
ommends approval by the
commission.

The meeting will also be
televised on local cable
channel 3.

Decision due on auditorium

What did they
say? The TV game 

At least the new 
stadium looked good

The scenic
life

Associated Press

NEWARK, Texas — The
teachings of televangelist
Kenneth Copeland focus-
ing on trusting God to keep
healthy are under scrutiny
after a cluster of measles
cases linked to his family's
North Texas megachurch
revealed many congre-
gants hadn't been vaccinat-
ed against the highly conta-
gious disease.

People familiar with the

ministry say there is a perva-
sive culture that believers
should rely on God, not mod-
ern medicine, to keep them
well.

Health officials say 21
people were sickened with
after a person who con-
tracted the virus visited the
1,500-member Eagle Moun-
tain International Church
located on the grounds of
Kenneth Copeland Min-
istries in Newark, about 20
miles north of Fort Worth.

Measles linked to  church

Bethany Knipp
bknipp@themercury.com

United Way of Riley
County, an organization
that raises money and con-
nects volunteers to non-
profit social service pro-
grams, revealed its
fundraising goal for 2014 at
a campaign kickoff Satur-
day.

The new goal is $500,000.
Leeann Smith Desper,
United Way’s executive
director, said it’s a smaller
goal than last year. She said
United Way hoped to raise
$525,000 a year ago, but fell
a little short.

“We felt like $500,000
was very achievable,” she
said. Even though the goal
wasn’t met last year, the
more than 20 organizations
United Way supports in
Riley County and also Clay,
Marshall, Pottawatomie,
Wabaunsee and Washing-
ton counties were still fully
funded. United Way
tapped its reserve to fund
the organizations.

One nonprofit in Man-
hattan that gets funding
from United Way is the Cri-
sis Center, which helps vic-
tims of domestic violence
with 24-hour hotlines and
face-to-face crisis inter-
vention. 

The Crisis Center’s
executive director, Judy
Davis, said the center
received $42,000 for 2013
from United Way, and if the
new goal is met, it will get
the same amount for 2014. 

Krista Hahn of Commu-
nity Health Ministry in
Wamego said her organiza-
tion gets $30,000 from Unit-
ed Way for its school lunch
and dental programs.

Hahn said Community
Health Ministry is looking
to expand its dental pro-
gram, which provides some
free oral health care for
children and the elderly,
groups whose age and
socioeconomic status
make them vulnerable to
dental problems. She said
the organization sought
help from United Way
because Community
Health Ministry provides
$180,000 in dental work and
collects 25 percent of that.

United Way has already
raised about 30 percent of
its goal with the help of its
pacesetter companies,

which start fundraising
early. With that head start,
United Way has made more
than $150,000, an achieve-

ment since the group’s orig-
inal pacesetter goal was
$100,000. 

Campaign goal: $500,000

Associated Press

United Way campaign representatives hold signs delineating the campaign’s goal Saturday
morning.
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WASHINGTON — For
more than a week, the
White House had been bar-
reling toward imminent
military action against
Syria. But President
Barack Obama's abrupt
decision to instead ask
Congress for permission
left him with a high-risk
gamble that could devas-
tate his credibility if no
action is ultimately taken
in response to a deadly
chemical weapons attack
that crossed his own "red
line."

The stunning reversal
also raises questions about
the president's decisive-
ness and could embolden
leaders in Syria, Iran,
North Korea and else-
where, leaving them with
the impression of a U.S.
president unwilling to
back up his words with
actions.

The president, in a hasti-
ly announced statement
Saturday in the White
House Rose Garden,
argued that he did in fact
have the power to act on his
own. But faced with the
prospect of taking action
opposed by many Ameri-
cans, the commander in
chief tried to shift the bur-
den and instead round up
partners on Capitol Hill to
share in that responsibili-
ty.

"While I believe I have
the authority to carry out
this military action with-
out specific congressional
authorization, I know that
the country will be
stronger if we take this
course, and our actions will
be even more effective,"
Obama said. "We should
have this debate."

The consequences for
Obama's turnabout could
be sweeping, both at home
and abroad. If Congress
votes against military
action, it would mark a
humiliating defeat for a
second-term president
already fighting to stay rel-
evant and wield influence
in Washington. It could also
weaken his standing inter-
nationally at a time when
there are already growing
questions about the scope
of American influence,
particularly in the Arab
world.

But the White House
sees potentially positive
political implications in
punting the strike decision

to Congress. Obama could
make good on the promises
he made as a senator and
presidential candidate,
when he called for
restraint and congression-
al consultation by White
House's seeking military
force. And with the Ameri-
can public weary of war
and many opposed to even
modest military action
against Syria, Obama could
share with Congress the
burden of launching an
attack.

Obama's advisers
wouldn't say what the pres-
ident will do if Congress
does not approve military
action. If he presses on with
military action despite
their opposition, he would
likely cast Congress as
obstructionists allowing
an autocrat to kill civilians
without consequences.

"Here's my question for
every member of Congress
and every member of the
global community: What
message will we send if a
dictator can gas hundreds
of children to death in
plain sight and pay no
price?" Obama asked Sat-
urday.

It's unclear how effec-
tive that approach would
be given that Obama him-
self has been deeply reluc-
tant to get involved in
Syria's lengthy civil war.
More than 100,000 people
have died in more than two
years of clashes between
the government and rebels
seeking to overthrow Syri-
an President Bashar
Assad. But Obama
declared last year that the
one thing that would cross
his "red line" would be if
Assad deployed his stock-
piles of chemical weapons.

U.S. officials say that has
now happened multiple
times this year, most
recently on Aug. 21 in the
Damascus suburbs.
According to the Obama
administration, more than
1,400 people were killed by
the deadly gases, including
426 children.

Throughout much of the
last week, it appeared
Obama was ready to make
good on his promises to act
in the face of chemical
weapons use. Five Navy
destroyers armed with
Tomahawk cruise missiles
were put on standby in the
Mediterranean Sea.
Defense Secretary Chuck

Hagel declared that the
military was "ready to go"
once Obama gave the order.
And the president dis-
patched Secretary of State
John Kerry twice last week
to make a vigorous and
emotional case for a robust
response to a reluctant
public.

As the week dragged on,
Obama's international
backing began to erode.
Russia again opposed
action against Syria, this
time during private discus-
sions involving the five per-
manent U.N. Security
Council members. NATO
declared that the alliance
would not launch coordi-
nated military action. And
in the strongest blow for
the White House, Britain's
Parliament voted against
military action, a stunning
defeat for Prime Minister
David Cameron, a key ally
who had expected to join
Obama in taking military
action.

Despite the setbacks,
Obama and his team were
prepared to move forward
without any authorization
from the U.N. and Capitol
Hill. But on Friday, aides
said the president simply
changed his mind. After a
long walk around the White
House's grounds with his
chief of staff, Obama sum-
moned some of his top
aides and told them he now
wanted to hold off on
launching an attack until
Congress had its say.

In shifting the debate to
Capitol Hill, Obama is
ensuring that a military
strike will be pushed off for
at least another week. Law-
makers aren't due back
from their summer recess
until Sept. 9. House Speak-
er John Boehner, R-Ohio,
said he expected the House
to consider the force reso-
lution that week. Senate
Majority Leader Harry
Reid said he, too, will hold
a vote no later than the
week of Sept. 9, with public
hearings beginning next
week.

Even before Congress
decides, Obama will have
to directly confront the
international implications
of his decision. He's set to
travel abroad next week for
a visit to Sweden and a
meeting of world leaders in
St. Petersburg, Russia.

There, he'll come face-
to-face with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, one of
Assad's strongest support-
ers. 

Obama’s high-stakes gamble
Analysis

Lotteries


