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A city commissioner argued
Thursday for retention of a con-
troversial revamp of City Hall
that eliminates the stage in the
portion of the building formally
known as Peace Memorial Audi-
torium. Commissioner Wynn But-
ler said at an open house on the

project that opponents are losing
sight of the pluses associated
with the current proposal. 

Butler’s comments were in
reaction to those made by com-
munity members to the Historic
Resources Board on Monday.
Butler said that the city’s Parks
and Recreation office has been
passed over for several years in
consideration of capital
improvements because they
were deemed “not important
enough” to get new office space.
The current offices at City Park

were converted from a shop more
than 30 years ago. 

He said moving Parks and Rec
offices inside City Hall, one of the
key elements of the revamp, will
create a one-stop shop for resi-
dents seeking a variety of ser-
vices from pet licenses to pool
passes. In addition, he  said the
city will eliminate two customer
service staff positions through
attrition. He said those two posi-
tions alone will pay for the
remodel of the auditorium,
which is in need of an update and

repair, while eliminating the
need to add more debt. 

The city’s proposed revamp
envisions removing the existing
permanent seating area in favor
of Parks and Rec offices. At the
same time, the stage would be
removed and that space would be
converted into two narrow bas-
ketball courts that would run per-
pendicular to and partially over-
lay the current basketball court. 

It is removal of the stage that
has caused the most controversy.
Opponents have noted that the

stage and auditorium were con-
structed as a memorial to the
city’s World War II veterans, and
should be maintained in that
spirit. They have particularly
been critical of the proposed loss
of the stage area, which they con-
tend the city has needlessly
allowed to deteriorate.

The consensus by city staff and
commissioners is that the city is
aware of the deteriorating condi-
tion of the auditorium, and that if

Staff photo by Sarah Midgorden
A group of 7 and 8-year-old kids chase after calves, trying to find the one with a ribbon tied to its tail during the
calf scramble between events at the Kaw Valley Rodeo Thursday night. Children were invited into the arena to
catch the ribbon for a prize. For more on the rodeo action itself, see today’s sports page.

Staff photo by Sarah Midgorden
A rider holds on tight as his sheep runs out of the chute
during the mutton busting event at the Kaw Valley
Rodeo Thursday night. 
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TOPEKA — A federal judge
has refused to lift a criminal con-
tempt finding against a Manhat-
tan woman who repeatedly inter-
rupted her during a recent
appearance on charges related
to a $7 million Army fraud and
bribery indictment.

U.S. District Judge Julie
Robinson on Thursday rejected a
defense request to reconsider
the judgment against 50-year-old
Heidi Lynn Webster, a physician.
Robinson sentenced Webster to
30 days on top of any sentence she
receives in the underlying Texas
case accusing her of medical
equipment contract fraud.

Documents contend Webster,
50, repeatedly "spoke loudly" and
interrupted the judge during a
hearing in Topeka. Robinson
said in her order that Webster's
outbursts prevented the court
from advising her of the charges
or her rights. The judge said the
"misbehavior" in the presence of
the court obstructed the adminis-
tration of justice.

Webster was an Army officer
physician from 1995 until 2006,
specializing in radiology at
Brooke Army Medical Center in
San Antonio and at Irwin Army
Community Hospital at Fort
Riley. After leaving the military,
she formed two Kansas corpora-
tions — MRI Resources Inc. in
2007 and Pro Veteran Staffing
Inc. in 2008 — and registered
them as defense contractors.

She is charged along with
retired Army Master Sgt.
Lawrence Peter Fenti of New
Braunfels, Texas — whom she
met while in the service — and
San Antonio businessman John
Walter Hoffman in a wide-rang-
ing indictment alleging a con-
spiracy to defraud the United
States. The government contends
in a 40-count indictment that the
alleged scheme involved bribing
Army personnel, lying to Army
officials, presenting false invoic-
es, and laundering money from
the crimes.

Webster's attorney told the
court his client was remorseful
about her in-court outburst and
called her conduct a result of
"panic and shock from being
arrested."

Auditorium conversion has at least one backer
Butler says it would be
convenient, reduce debt
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Friday and Saturday at the fair

Friday
5 – 7 p.m., Blue Valley Pork Producers Barbeque
6 – 10 p.m., Ottaway Amusement carnival
7 – to 9 p.m., Riley County Idol contest, enter-

tainment tent
7 – 10 p.m., Kaw Valley Rodeo, Wells Arena

Saturday
8 a.m. – 6 p.m., dairy show
12:30 – 1:30 p.m., Cloverbuds Show-N-Share
1 – 2:30 p.m., photography judging contest,

Pottorf Hall
6 – 11 p.m., Ottaway Amusement Carnival
6 – 8 p.m., Heritage Arts demonstrations, Man-

hattan Area Weavers and Spinners, Pottorf Hall. 
7 – 9 p.m., Riley County Idol Contest, entertain-

ment tent
7 – 10 p.m., Judge Swine Show, Hurlburt Barn
8 p.m. – midnight, Kaw Valley Rodeo, Wells

Arena

Contempt
citation
will hold
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Ballard’s Sporting Goods, an
Aggieville pillar for more than a
half-century, has closed its
doors.

Owner Steve Ballard con-
firmed the closing in a phone
conversation with The Mercury
on Thursday. The store had been
managed by Varney’s Book Store
in the past year or so as an outlet
for logo merchandise for K-
State, Manhattan High, and
other area high schools. Varney’s

kept the Ballard’s name because
of its heritage, and because both
were longstanding Aggieville
businesses whose owners were
friends.

Steve Levin, one of the owners
of Varney’s, said the Ballard’s
store under Varney’s manage-
ment was “kind of steadily not
great,” and that they decided to
close it recently. Varney’s lost
the bookstore contract in the K-
State Student Union and decid-
ed afterward to focus on its core
business of apparel and text-
books, Levin said. The Ballard’s

closing, as well as the closure of
another Varney’s t-shirt outlet
called “Aggieville U” on the
other side of Moro Street, is part
of that refocusing.

But that latest development is
only a small piece of a larger
story: “The day of the family-run
sporting-goods store passed
quite a few years ago,” Ballard
said.

Several factors conspired, he
said. Competition from big
stores like Wal-Mart and Dick’s
Sporting Good was a factor, but
the killer, he said, was online

competition. Ballard’s had a
decent business selling baseball
and softball equipment until the
early 2000s, when suddenly cus-
tomers could buy the same items
online for less than Ballard’s was
paying wholesale, he said.

“That was what killed it for
us,” he said. “The sporting goods
just wasn’t viable anymore.”

Eventually, he said Ballard’s
sold only K-State logo merchan-
dise and screen printing work,
and kept some sporting goods

Ned Seaton
nseaton@themercury.com

The owners of the main book-
store serving Kansas State Uni-
versity have bought a bookstore
serving the University of Kansas.

That means Varney’s Book
Store in Manhattan and the Jay-
hawk Book Store in Lawrence are
both owned by the Levin family,
under the banner of University
Book Store, Inc. The deal closed
this week, according to Jeff
Levin, one of the owners of Var-
ney’s. Terms were not disclosed.

He skipped past the obvious
gags about a K-State-affiliated
outfit taking over a KU organiza-
tion, saying that the situation of
the two bookstores was “identi-
cal.” He said both are “private
college bookstores serving high-
er education institutions in the
state of Kansas.”

The Jayhawk Book Store, adja-
cent to the KU campus at 1420
Crescent Road, is one of three in

Ballard’s, an Aggieville mainstay, closes shop
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Varney’s goes
red and blue
...but not here

The rodeo’s younger side Pakistan
bombings
claim 23
Associated Press

PARACHINAR, Pakistan — A
pair of bombs exploded in a busy
market area Friday night in
northern Pakistan, tearing
through crowds of shoppers grab-
bing last-minute items to break
their daily fast during the holy
month of Ramadan and killing 23
people, a doctor said.

The blasts struck a market in
the town of Parachinar, which
sits in the Kurram tribal area that
borders Afghanistan to the west.

Dead bodies quickly over-
whelmed Parachinar’s hospital,
as more than 100 people wounded
in the blasts sought medical
attention, said Dr. Zahid Hus-
sain, who works at the hospital.
Hussain said the bombs, which
went off in quick succession,
killed 23.

“We have no place to keep the
wounded,” the doctor said.
“Many of them are lying on the
hospital floor and on the lawn.”

The two bombs ripped through
the main bazaar in Parachinar
when people were doing their
evening shopping before the iftar

SEE NO. 1, BACK PAGE
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it is not fixed soon, it will be
unusable by anyone in the
community. 

Butler said he under-
stands the arts community
wants the stage left in
place, but it ultimately
comes down to money. He
said the original plans for
the auditorium included a
kitchen and a gun range,
but adequate space and
cost eliminated those two
elements early in develop-
ment in 1955, when the
auditorium was built. As
for the remodel, he said
theatrical productions
would be the only thing the
city would be sacrificing.
He said other productions
could be put on at the audi-
torium with portable
stages, which the city
already owns. 

So, for Butler, “nothing
has changed.”

Attendees at the open
house generally defended
the stage.

Nancy Woodford, a
member of Daughters of
the American Revolution,

An architect’s rendering of the proposed revamp of the city auditorium. Changes include replac-
ing the current permanent seating area with parks and rec offices (above), and replacing the
stage area (below with two smaller basketball courts, which would also run perpendicular to and
partially overlay the existing court (center).

called it “something his-
toric,” and said added
“there‘s just got to be
another way to do it.”

Not everyone at the
meeting, however, shared
those sentiments.

Don Slater, a life-long
resident of Manhattan and
veteran who served in the
‘50s and ‘60s, said he
thought the city was moving
in the right direction. He
said there is a definite
need for more athletic
space for the public, and
the current design
addresses that need. In
addition, he said he didn’t
see how the remodel was a
departure from the memo-
rial because the building
will still be there. He said
the stage is “immaterial;” it
is the auditorium that is
significant.

“You go through life,
everything is a memorial to
someone,” Slater said.
“That’s their personal
choice.”

Commissioner Usha
Reddi said she was still
undecided about the
change. She said what the

commission needs to do is
be respectful to all commu-
nity members, but at the
same time make a decision
that is best for the commu-
nity and the city. 

“We’re not going to make
everybody happy,” she
said. “But that doesn’t
mean we need to start
attacking those who dis-
agree.”

Jason Hilgers, deputy
city manager, told atten-
dees the project is still in
preliminary stages, and
the current design is not
necessarily the final one.
He said the proposal will go
before the commission
later this fall. Like those in
attendance at the meeting,
he said city staff has
received feedback both
supporting keeping the
stage, and the idea of creat-
ing more gym space. He
said on a personal level, he
has heard more support for
gym space, but he admitted
his involvement with his
kids’ sports activities cre-
ates an opportunity to hear
more members who sup-
port more athletics space. 

Auditorium conversion

Lawrence. There’s one
called the KU bookstore
that’s actually on campus,
and another called “Beat
the Bookstore.”

The Jayhawk Book Store
had been owned by the
Nebraska Book Company,
which Levin said is refo-
cusing on its core business
as a book wholesaler. He
said that company contact-
ed the Levins about the KU
store and others; he said
the one in Lawrence was
the only one they were
interested in. “This is quite
a bit to chew,” he said.

Levin said his company
doesn’t plan to change the
name or much about the
store. Levin said there are
approximately five full-
time employees, and that
all of them stayed through
the transition. There will
be a manager in Lawrence,
he said, although Varney’s

will offer “a lot of our busi-
ness office and logistical
efficiencies” to help over-
see things. There could be
some cost reductions on
purchasing art and techni-
cal supplies and textbooks,
he said. He said they were
considering adding a cof-
fee shop.

“We think it’s underuti-
lized,” Levin said.

Varney’s is looking to
expand with stores in
Wichita and Kansas City,
and he said they’re explor-
ing the notion of selling
both K-State and KU mer-
chandise in those loca-
tions. “We’re definitely
going to do K-State; we may
toy with the idea of doing
both.”

The deal for the KU
store, coincidentally, came
at about the same time Var-
ney’s lost the contract to
operate the bookstore at
the K-State Student Union.
“One door shuts, another
door opens,” Levin said.

there “just for old time’s
sake.”

At the same time, Bal-
lard got involved in a sepa-
rate business called Colle-
giate Marketing Services
that ran stadium stores in
Nebraska, Texas and Okla-
homa. Becky Ballard,
Steve’s wife, also wasn’t
involved anymore in day-
to-day management

He and Levin both
acknowledged that the
closing was sad. The store
opened in 1951. Sonny Bal-
lard, a Manhattan High and
K-State sports star, built it,
along with his wife Sheryl
— Steve’s parents. In the
days before the Internet,
before big-box stores, and
before the mall, Ballard’s
was the place kids went for
a new ball glove, a new bas-
ketball, or a new set of
cleats. Ballard’s also print-
ed “Manhattan Slugger”
shirts for kids who hit home
runs in city league base-
ball. If you needed swim-

ming goggles: Ballard’s. A
scorebook for a ballgame?
Ballard’s. Running shoes?
Ballard’s.

“It was where you got all
your sports stuff,” Levin
recalled. “I believe they
were one of the first Nike
accounts. It was one of the
great stores in Manhattan.”

The operation grew,
with an outlet on Fort Riley
Boulevard, as well as
stores in Topeka,
Lawrence and Olathe.

But circumstances
changed and conspired
against the whole opera-
tion. Thursday’s acknowl-
edgment of the closure was
just the final nail in the cof-
fin.

“It’s sad, but I’ve been
sad for a long time,” Bal-
lard said.

Levin said he under-
stands that a new sports-
themed bar plans to open
in the location at 1218 Moro
and intends to keep some
Ballard’s décor, to “keep
the spirit of Ballard’s
alive.”

Varney’s goes red
and blue, too

Ballard’s closes shop

Associated Press

CLEVELAND — The
Cleveland man accused of
holding three women cap-
tive in his home for about a
decade pleaded guilty Fri-
day in a deal to avoid the
death penalty.

In exchange, prosecu-
tors recommended Ariel
Castro be sentenced to life
without parole plus 1,000
years.

Castro, 53, said he
understood that he would
never get out of prison, say-
ing he expected he was
“going to get the book
thrown at me.” He later
added, “I knew that when I
first spoke to the FBI agent
when I first got arrested.”

Castro, wearing glasses
for the first time in court,
was far more interactive
than in previous court
appearances when he
mostly kept his head down
and eyes closed. During
Friday’s hearing, he
answered the judge’s ques-
tions in a clear, intelligible
voice, saying he under-
stood the proceedings and
that he would never be
released from prison.

Castro, who was born in
Puerto Rico, said he could
read and understand Eng-
lish well but had trouble
with comprehension.

“My addiction to
pornography and my sexu-
al problem has really
taken a toll on my mind.”
He later said he had been a
sexual abuse victim as a
child, but the judge cut him
off.

The deal comes more
than a month after a state-
ment issued on behalf of
the women said they were
“hopeful for a just and
prompt resolution” and
had “great faith in the
prosecutor’s office and the
court.”

Castro had been sched-
uled for trial Aug. 5 on a
977-count indictment, but
he was pleading guilty to
937 counts. The indictment
included two counts of
aggravated murder relat-
ed to accusations that he
punched and starved one
woman until she miscar-
ried. The former school
bus driver also was
charged with hundreds of
counts of kidnapping and
rape, plus assault and
other counts.

UN: 100,000+ 
now dead in
Syria’s civil war
Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria —
The number of dead in
Syria’s civil war has
passed 100,000, the U.N.
chief said Thursday, call-
ing for urgent talks on end-
ing 2 1/2 years of violence
even as President Bashar
Assad’s government blast-
ed the United States as an
unsuitable peace broker.

In the latest example of
the relentless carnage, a
car bomb killed at least 10
people and wounded 66 in
a pro-regime, residential
area near the capital.

All international
attempts to broker a polit-
ical solution to the Syrian
civil war have failed.
Despite a stalemate that
has settled in for months,
both sides still believe
they can win the war and
have placed impossible
conditions for negotia-
tions.

The international com-
munity has been unable —
and some say, unwilling —
to intervene sufficiently
to tip the balance in favor
of either the Assad regime
or the rebels.

“There is no military
solution to Syria,” U.S.
Secretary of State John
Kerry told reporters at the
United Nations. “There is
only a political solution,
and that will require lead-
ership in order to bring
people to the table.”

He spoke ahead of talks
with U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon, who
said the death toll had
risen from nearly 93,000
just over a month ago to
more than 100,000. Syrian
opposition groups had
made that same estimate a
month ago.

The uprising against
Assad’s rule began in

March 2011 and deterio-
rated into an insurgency
with growing sectarian
overtones.

Ban called on the Syri-
an government and oppo-
sition to halt the violence,
saying it is “imperative to
have a peace conference
in Geneva as soon as possi-
ble.”

The U.S. and Russia are
working to convene a con-
ference, along with the
United Nations, to try to
agree on a transitional
government based on a
plan adopted in Geneva a
year ago.

No official date has
been set because the
opposition refuses to
attend any talks that are
not about Assad’s depar-
ture. Syrian government
officials say participation
in the conference should
be without preconditions,
but add that Assad’s
departure before his term
expires in 2014 is not nego-
tiable. Assad has also said
he has the right to run for
elections again.

Kerry said he talked to
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov on Wednes-
day and that both coun-
tries remained committed
to bringing the warring
parties together to further
peace efforts.

“We will try our hardest
to make that happen as
soon as is possible,” Kerry
said.

He said after a meeting
with the leader of Syria’s
Western-backed opposi-
tion group that the talks
were “very,  very  con-
structive.” He said the
opposition agreed to
work over the next few
weeks to pinpoint  the
conditions under which a
Geneva conference “can
work.”

meal that breaks the day of
fasting during Ramadan,
police spokesman Fazal
Naeem Khan said.

One bomb was believed
to have been planted on a
motorcycle and explosives
experts were examining
the site Friday night, he
said.

The second bomb deto-
nated about four minutes
after the first, about 400
yards (365 meters) away
from the initial blast, gov-
ernment official Javed Ali
said.

One man, Said Hussain,
who was in the area where
the second blast struck,
reported seeing a teenage
boy shout “God is great!”
just moments before the
explosion.

“Ten people died on the
spot and many were
wounded,” he said. “We
rushed many of the wound-
ed to the hospital in private
cars.”

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for
the attack. The Kurram
tribal region, like much of
northwest Pakistan, has
been roiled by violence for
years. Taliban militants
trying to overthrow the
Pakistani government
have carried out a vicious
campaign of suicide bomb-
ings and shootings against
Pakistan security forces
and other targets.

Parachinar is also home
to a large number of Shiite
Muslims, which are a
minority sect in Pakistan.
Many Sunni militants do
not view Shiites as true
Muslims, sparking repeat-
ed fatal attacks.

Cuba marks 60th anniversary 
of revolution’s beginning
Associated Press

HAVANA — Cuba on Fri-
day commemorated the
60th anniversary of Fidel
Castro’s failed attack on a
military army barracks
that is considered the
beginning of the Cuban
Revolution.

Thousands were in the
audience as President
Raul Castro spoke in the
eastern city of Santiago at a
square outside the Monca-
da barracks, still visibly
pockmarked with bullet
holes from the doomed
assault.

A giant banner hung
from the building with an
image of Fidel Castro rais-
ing a triumphant fist.

The July 26 holiday is
sometimes used to make
major announcements.

Raul Castro, Fidel’s
younger brother, took up
the reins of the country in
2006 and is pushing a series
of social and economic

reforms, including relaxed
restrictions on foreign
travel and a limited open-
ing for small private busi-
nesses and cooperatives.

Several heads of state
from friendly nations
attended the anniversary
including Venezuela’s
Nicolas Maduro,
Bolivia’s Evo Morales,
Uruguay’s Jose Mujica
and Nicaragua’s Daniel
Ortega.

There was no sign of
Fidel Castro, who was
forced from office seven
years ago by a near-fatal
intestinal ailment and
rarely appears in public
these days.

In speeches, the leaders
vowed solidarity with
Cuba, railed against U.S.
“imperialism” and Wash-
ington’s 51-year-old eco-
nomic embargo, eulogized
the late Venezuelan Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez and said
the Cuban Revolution
inspired armed and politi-

cal uprisings in their own
nations.

“The banners of rebel-
lion from Moncada are still
relevant,” said Maduro,
whose nation provides bil-
lions of dollars a year in
greatly subsidized oil to
Cuba.

“Cuba, Fidel, Raul, the
Cuban Revolution, inspir-
ing the peoples of our
Americas and in the world,
lighting the inextinguish-
able flame of revolution,”
Ortega said.

Fidel and Raul Castro
and more than 100 rebels
attacked the Moncada
barracks on July 26, 1953,
but were overwhelmed
by the forces of strong-
man Fulgencio Batista.

The brothers were
imprisoned and later
released. After a time in
exile in Mexico, they
returned and resumed the
rebellion that ultimately
resulted in Batista’s ouster
in 1959.

Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — Pope
Francis showed his rebel
side Thursday, urging young
Catholics to shake up the
church and make a “mess” in
their dioceses by going out
into the streets to spread the
faith. It’s a message he put
into practice by visiting one
of Rio’s most violent slums
and opening the church’s
World Youth Day on a rain-
soaked Copacabana Beach.

Francis was elected pope
on a mandate to reform the
church, and in four short
months he has started doing

just that: He has broken long-
held Vatican rules on every-
thing from where he lays his
head at night to how saints
are made. He has cast off his
security detail to get close to
his flock, and his first inter-
national foray as pope has
shown the faithful appreci-
ate the gesture.

Dubbed the “slum pope”
for his work with the poor,
Francis received a raptur-
ous welcome in the Varginha
shantytown, part of a slum
area of northern Rio so vio-
lent it’s known as the Gaza
Strip. The 76-year-old
Argentine seemed entirely

at home, wading into cheer-
ing crowds, kissing people
young and old and telling
them the Catholic Church is
on their side.

“No one can remain
insensitive to the inequali-
ties that persist in the
world!” Francis told a crowd
of thousands who braved a
cold rain and stood in a
muddy soccer field to wel-
come him. “No amount of
peace-building will be able
to last, nor will harmony and
happiness be attained in a
society that ignores, pushes
to the margins or excludes a
part of itself.”
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Catholics to shake up dioceses
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